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PROGRESS OR CHAOS? 


OMETHING seems to be wrong with us asa nation, 

anid we feel that all thinking people will be 

in;lined seriously to review the situation. A 

quarter of a year has passed since the Armistice, 

taking us somewhat unawares, filled us with the 

hope of better things. Something had been done to prepare 
for a return to normal activities. Industrial Councils were 
projected and a few were getting to work. We were told of 
great prospects, of trade expansion, new fields to be con- 
quered, vast openings,in reconstructing the shattered material 
of Europe, fine projects of social betterment. Nothing 
immediate . happened after November, and Wisdom said, 
These are great schemes and move slowly; besides, some 
slight leisure is necessary for the tired worker and for 
rejoicing. Again, the change from war work to peace work 
must take time. Well and good; but now, after three 
months, we ask, and ask insistently. What progress have 
we made and are these :hemes taking concrete shape ? 
We have passed through a very bad opening to‘a new 
month and though we are not directly concerned witb unrest 
in the sphere of transport, its indirect effect on the building 
trade, both actual and moral, cannot be ignored. The 
Prime Minister’s reprimand to his colleagues during those 
critical days, “‘ Get on with the war,’ which has become 
classic, might well be applied now to the problems of peace. 
We are not getting on and we want a strong lead and a 
strong hand to pull us together and enable us to take a long 
view and to see things in their proper perspective and 
rationship. Never was a Government ‘returned to power 
with a clearer mandate for united progress. Why is it not 
giving us that vigorous lead and inspiration so vital to the 
co-ordination of the complex problems of this difficult time ? 


A Grave Situation. 

Let us briefly review the attitude which “has been 
adopted to the second largest industry in the country since 
August, 1914. At first we were told to embark on all 
manner of building schemes in order to prevent unemploy- 
ment. Municipal authorities were enjoined to initiate 
public works, school authorities and industrial concerns were 
asked to promote schemes. Then we were ordered to hold 
our hands, and men from the trades were accepted in any 
regiment and afterwards called up with an equal disregard 
for their qualifications. Nor were architects better served. 
Deprived of their livelihood, they offered their services to 
their country individually and collectively, only to find 
that work which they were specially competent to do was 
usually placed in the hands of laymen. Since the embargo 
on building, the trade and its directing profession have virtu- 
ally ceased to exist save for certain war factory work, and 
it has borne this heavy burden without complaint. Finally, 
we were reeently told that rationing of materials would 
continue, and again came a sudden change with the removal 
of control. In view of commercial contracts arrangements 
were made for the release of pivotal men and the demobilisa- 
tion authorities, no doubt influenced by public pressure, have 
now released upwards of a million men and thiuty thousand 
officers. And now the curtain is rung upon a new scene— 
unemployment in the building trade. The position would be 
lidiculous were it not tragic. Here we stand on the 


threshold of a new era with the whole: world crying for 
*‘ bricks and mortar,’’ and a trade which has been starved 
is faced with unemployment after its stoical four years’ 
attitude. What is the reason? Is it the supinvness of the 
Government, the greed of the employer, or the avarice of the 
workman ? for it surely cannot be that- we have become 
a prey to the influence of a handful of alien agitators. 
Whatever the cause it should be evident to the veriest 
tyro that the building public is alarmed and intends to hold 
its hand until some kind of stability is-evident and if the . 
building trade wishes to move it must somehow secure 
public confidence. How can this be established ? Certainly 
not by pandering to the present attitude of unrest nor by 
adopting a “‘ wait-and-see ”’ policy. 
Some Ways Cut. 


f We are not fond of government subsidies in principle, 
and even with the inducement of repayment of 75 per 
cent. on the loss on housing schemes it appears that Local 
authorities have only completed plans for 12,000 houses 
out of the 400,000 estimated as required, but we think 
that more definite assistance might be given to the trade 
in procuring materials. In this direction Sir Henry Tanner’s 
suggestion in the Times as regards steel is valuable, and 
the cessation of, control as from Monday last of imported 
soft woods may result in increased stocks, though hardly 
for the moment in decreased prices. It might be cheaper 
than paying out-of-work allowances and the price of dead- 
lock waste of time, to give a rebate on the price of certain 
materials properly certified as fixed in any building within 
a short limited period, and surely after what the trade 
has gone through, special shipping facilities might be 
arranged for imports. We think that the contractors 
must face the situation by shouldering a fair share of the 
risk of the cost of undertakings, though clients might 
possibly assist by agreeing for a strictly limited period to 
consent to an adjustment with a given maximum and 
minimum to allow for variations in market rates during 
the progress of the work, such as could be estimated by a 
quantity surveyor. 

Fina!ly, to the worker we would say, While we have every 
sympathy with your wish for betterment and know your 
heavy expenses, be reasonable, as much in your own interest 
as anyone else’s. It is no good getting even a guinea an 
hour for your work in the middle of the Sahara, and if 
your Sahara is to be unemployment, a prohibitive scale of 
wages will not only be valueless, but worse; it is going to 
make all the necessaries of life more costly and drive away 
trade to othe: channels and other countries. Our national 
expenses are at present colossal; the mass of the people 
have to bear them, for the wealthy are merely a handful, 
and only by big production and expansion can they be 
borne. We_have stood together in war, can we not do so 
in peace? Could we have all stood together last week 
under the dome of St. Paul’s and with bowed heads heard 
the massed bands of the Guards fill the great fabric with 
the strains of the Dead March and the Last Post, our stort” 
at building a new world would have seemed a poor com- 
pliment to our heroes. These, at least, were the writer's 


feelings. 
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NOTES. 


In view of the shortness — 


oo pone of the notice recently given 
cademy ° 

+ :.. to the contrary, it has been 
ees decid-d that photographs 
of architcture and architectural 
sculpture shall be admissible as last 
year for the Summer Exhibition of 


1919. 





Seastna A USEFUL action has been 
Schemes taken by the Society of 
and Architects in sending a 
Architects’ deputation ta the First 
Control. (ommissioner of Works, 
the Right Hon. Si: Alfred Mond, on the 
subject of architects’ control of housing 
schemes. The deputation, of course, 
insisted on the great importance of 
employing apmpetent architects in 
the various districts, who understand 
local materials, amenities and tradi- 
tions, and that their services should 
not be lost by the carrying out of 
schemes by H.M. Office of Works. 
The Society urged tha. the control of the 
schemes should continue to be exer- 
cised by the Local Government Board. 
We give Sir Alfred Mond’s reply else- 


where. 





THe Local Government 

Board have issued a circular 

i aes to the Local Authorities stat- 
Housing. ing the terms under which 
they will co-operate in 

housing schemes. The concluding 
words, showing the urgency attached 
to the matter, may well be quoted. 
‘* It is the intention of the Government 
to propose legislation during the coming 
session to give fuither powers to Local 
Authorities in regard to the provision 
of houses for the working classes ; to 
enable Local Authorities unde: the 
Housing Acts to assist public utility 
societies by subscribing to their capital 
and otherwise; to deal with bye-laws 
and Local Act provisions which may be 
found to impede desirable housing 
proposals ; and generally to facilitate 
the execution of schemes. In view of 
the pressing urgency of the housing 
situation the preparation of their 
schemes by the Local Authorities 
should not be postponed until the 
introduction of the proposed legislation. 
Having regard to the terms of financial 
assistance now offered, the arrange- 
ments which are being made for the 
provision of materials and the supply 
of labour which is becoming. available, 
there should be no reason for any 
delay. The Government and the coun- 
try are looking to the Local Authorities 
to start at once upon the housing 
schemes, which are rightly regarded 
as one of the most urgent and essential 


‘parts of the whole programme of re- 


construction.” 








Poosesed Tue President of the Local 
Housing GOvernment Board re- 
and = quested the deputation 
Transport which met him'on Tuesday 
Author-ty. 145+ week to formulate their 
proposals in regard to the creation of 
a housing authority for Greater London. 
A draft Bill constituting such an 
authority will be discussed at the 


meeting of the Town Planning In-- 


stitute at the Surveyors’ Institution, 
12, Great George Street, Westminster, 
to-day (Friday the 14th instant), at 
6p.m. This Bill has been prepared 
by a committee of the Institute, of 
which Mr... Rees Jeffreys is chairman, 
and which includes Mr. Hume, of the 
L.C.C., Mr Regester, of the Middlesex 
C.C., Mr. Boulnois, M.Inst.C.E., and 
other experts in local government. It 
has been discussed and revised. in 
consultation with a committee of the 
London Society, of which Sir Aston 
Webb, P.R.A. i: chairman. It pro- 
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vides for the creation of a representative 
authority for London and the Home 
Counties, to deal with housing, traffig 
and development questions afiecting 
that area. Members and officials of 
authorities in the Greater London area 
are invited to be present at the mee ng. 
The Bill will be introduced and ex. 
plained by Mr. Rees Jefireys. 





Concrete WITHOUT agreeing with: all 
and the remarks of Di. Faber ip 
Housing his paper on “ The Use of 
Schemes. Concrete for Cottage Con- 
struction,” a report of which appears on 
p. 160, we should like to call attention 
to his general principles, which, in 
our opinion, are particularly sound. At 
a time like the present, with a great 
shortage of ordinary building materials, 
there is a natural desire to make the 
fullest use of concrete construction, 
but in doing so there are certain 
dangers which have.to,be'resiste4, Jue 
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{Bishop Fleming’s Chapel, Lincoln. 
From a drawing by Sir Aston Wess, C.B., P.R.A. 
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to some extent to the nature of the 
material itself, such as the use of 
ornament cast by a mould, and the 
ossibility of standardisation, though 
in both matters much.depends on the 
employment of thoroughly competent 
designers: Dr. Faber’s remarks on 
golour and by-laws also deserve atten- 
tion; in fact, the paper as a whole is 
an admirable contribution to the dis- 
eussion of the subject. 





THE stream of counsel and 
War advice as to war memorials 
Memorials. is endless, and one of the 
latest, which has something 
to recommend it, is that each village 
or town should provide at least one 
home for a poor and wounded hero of 
the war. After all, it must be remem- 
pbered that if every town or section of 
the community that could afford it 
were to erect a war memorial of a 
purely decorative kind we should 
certainly have a plethora of this kind 
of memorial. 


WE have received the first 





or issue of a new an‘ inter- 
Memorials. @Sting little weekly, the 


Arts Gazette, which is to be 
devoted to the drama, music, art and 
literature, and from an article by Mr. 
Frederick Whelen we take the following 
pertinent remarks, which we commend 
to the consideration of everyone inte- 
rested in the erection of war memorials : 
“War memorials will be erected in 
every town and village. Will artists 
continue to stand aside and leave the 
selection and fitness to the unaided 
local councils and committees which 
have burdened these islands with so 
many monstrosities in stone and 
marble? In this time of reawakening, 
new ideas and new outlooks meet with 
a quick response. The people are 
finding new leaders. The artist in 
Reading or-Liverpool, High Wycombe 
or London must no longer live in isolated 
indignation at the doings of his fellow 
citizens. He must share the activities 
of the community. He must enter 
public life, impress his point of view on 
the local rulers. He must strive to 
dominate in the same way as the 
capitalist, the business man and the 
labour man.” ‘ 





2 WE desire to place on record 
“tc the following letter, which 
appeared in a daily paper 
Concrete, 2 few days ago,asan example 
of what a no doubt consider- 

able section of the public would like to 
see done. One’s first thought on such 
4 proposal is that nothing more un- 
desirable could possibly be suggested. 
t must be remembered that a memorial 
cannot be considered from the point 
of view of a lamp post, and that to 
ave an exact duplication of one form 
of memorial all over the country would 
be well-nigh intolerable. If the local 
funds will not run to the cost of a 
Separate design for the necessary special 
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moulds one might well. ask whether 
it is worth doing at all. This cost 
would surely not be prohibitive. In- 
dividuality of treatment is worth a 
great deal, and we do not think it 
would have to be bought at so high a 
figure as the correspondent. suggests. 


Sir,—Nearly every town and hamlet in Great 
Britain is contemplating some form of memorial 
to its fallen soldiers, and gisappointment is 
universally felt at the cost of crosses such a8 


‘ are to be set up in France (£475 being the 


quoted price). 

Now that reinforced concrete is used for 
_many purposes it would be'a capital thing if 
some artist would design a wooden casing 
which could be used as a mould, and some firm 
would quote a price which would meet the 
requirements of a village. 





\ 

[fey * ¢ We are periodically in- 
“Gilding formed of the mistakes and 
tthe Lily.” absurdities of which the 
British public are guilty 

in their attitude towards art, and we 
must agree there is often a grain of 
truth to be extracted from the multi- 
tude of words poured forth. Thus 
underlying the fulminations of the 
writer who tells us we are gilding the 
lily. in completing the design of the 
architect for applying mosaic and 
marble decoration fo the interior of 
the Westminster Cathedral, we are 
glad to note the right appreciation of 
the simple massive dignity obtained 
by its general forms and proportions. 
It is well to know that these cannot be 
radically altered by any decorative 
work which is likely to be added. We 
do protest against the idea, however, 
that the solution of a building problem 
in the simplest possible constiuctive 
way is of itself certain to lead to fine 
results: What the interior of West- 
minster Cathedral shows is the handling 
of a building problem in a simple and 
expressive way by one who possessed 
in a marked degree the instinct and 
training of an architectural mind. Had 
the exterior been treated with equal 
simplicity, it might have rivalled the 
interior in merit. No really great 
building has probably ever been in- 
tended to be monochrmmatic and 
though an interior of the size and 
proportions of Westminster might have 


‘great impressiveness if finished in 


rough brick, it is hardly likely that 
such would be acceptable as a worthy 





From the “ American Architect.” 
Panelling of unpainted pine, with fireplace, door and cupboard, from 
a house in, Coventry, Conn. 


setting for the religious services of the 
Catholic community. An architect told 
us the other day that after visiting 
the Renaissance churches of Italy some 
twenty years ago, he came in his tour 
to Milan, and felt, as we have felt, that 
in-the Milan Cathedral interior there 
was an impression and a sentiment 
which all the other churches of the 
Renaissance failed to evoke. 


In this connection, a corres- 
Gothic pondent writes :—‘“ If our 
Art. creeds*have altered, our be- 
lief in priestcraft gone, and 
views on religious ceremonial changed, 
our appreciation of the beauti- 
ful herithge of Gothic ait still 
remains ; and it is hard to believe that 
pagan austerities or Renaissance frip- 
peries will ever satisfy our aspirations in 
ecclesiastical art. But in truth the 
objection to the so-called imitation 
Gothic is illogical if we allow ourselves 
to build on the traditions of pagan 
Rome and Greece, and yet deny the 
right to do the same with Gothic art, 
which, after all, we have made a part 
of our national individuality. Have 
not the best of our modern Gothic 
architects been really inspired with 
the real spirit of Gothic art, and have 
even refined and developed it in an 
essentially national character? To call 
such work sham Gothic is unfair and 
misleading.” 





Northern LT. Was a happy thought 
Architect- Which prompted the Presi- 
ural dent of the Northern Archi- 
Association. tectural Association, Mr. R. 
Burns Dick, F.R.1.B.A., to write to 
the members of the Association such 
a letter as we print on p. 150 inviting 
them to take part on the occasion of 
the inaugural meeting, and when the 
Association is about to resume its 
normal activities after the war, in a 
social reunion “ to rub shoulders with 
eachother inthetrue spirit of camaraderie 
and exchange thoughts ” and regenerate 
that enthusiasm for which he asked- 
An admirable feeling pervades the 


‘letter, and we are not su~p7ised that 


a very succesful meeting was the result, 
and that valuable suggestions were 
made on the lines indicated in the 
President’s letter. 
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GENERAL NEWS. 





The Royal Institute of British Architects. 

At the General Meeting of the R.I.B.A., on 
Monday, the 17th inst., Mr. Herbert T. Buck- 
land, F.R.1.B.A., of Birmingham, will read a 
Paper on “Factory Buildings, with Special 
Reference to the Welfare of the Worker.” 
The meeting will be held at 5 o’clock. 


New Housing Schentes. 

The current issue of the British Commercial 
Gas Association’s monthly illustrated publica- 
tion, ‘A Thousand and One Uses for Gas,” 
is the first of a series of “special housing 
numbers,” and deals with the necessary co- 
operation of housing authorities and architects 
with the gas engineer. 

4, me 


i ’ Barnard’s Statue of Lincoln.’ 

_At a meeting of the Anglo-American Society 
applications for the Barnard statue of A raham 
Lincoln from the cities of Manchester, Liverpool 
and Norwich were considered. In view of 
communications they had received as to the 
wishes of the donor and of their American 
colleagues, the committee of the society decided 
to offer the statue to the city of Manchester 
for erection on some prominent public site. 


The Royal Sanitary Institute. 

At an examination for Inspectors of Nuisances» 
held at Truro, on January 31 and February 1 
ten candidates presented themselves. The 
following eight candidates were certified, as 
regards their sanitary knowledge, competent 
to discharge the duties of Inspector of Nuisances 
under the Public Health Act, 1875:—J. H. 
Chapple, Newquay; E. J. Conway, Plymouth ; 
Emilie M. Cottle, Plymouth; Mary Ewbank, 
Plymouth; R. W. Furse, Woodbury; A. E, 
Harris, Truro; and Verna Jessop, Plymouth, 


. 
Workmen’s Ideal Home Competition. 

Two thousand pounds is offered in prizes 
for workers’ homes by the Daily Mail. The 
designs are to be suited for four areas of Eng- 
Jand, and £500 will be awarded “for the best 
design for each area. The designs must be 
sent in by March 10. The assessors are to be 
Mrs. Sanderson Furniss (Secretary, Housing - 
Sub-Committee of the Labour Party), Mrs. 
Barton (Co-operative Union), Mr. Seebohm 
Rowntree, Capt. Reiss (President of the Town- 
Planning and Garden City Association), and 
three architects to be appointed by the President 
of the R.I.B.A., whose names will be published. 


Epping Forest. | 


The Epping Forest. Committee of the Corpora- 
tion, in their annual report, state that, with a 
view of encouraging young growth, they have 
continued to make openings where the woods 
are overcrowded and of a decadent character. 
Owing to fuel shortage, quantities of wood 
have been taken from the Forest for distribu- 
tion. For garden , llotments, ten, fourteen, 
and four acres respectively were placed at the 
disposal of the Woodford, Walthamstow, and 
Levton district coun ils, About twelve acres 
ef nursery land have heen purchased and 
thrown into the Forest at High Beech. 


National Advertising Society. 

The Second Annual Festival Banquet, at 
which Lord Leverhulme has consented to take 
the chair, is to be held at the Connaught Rooms, 
London, on Monday, March 31 next. The 
object of this festival is to provide a special fund 
for the relief of advertising men incapacitated 
as a result of their service during the war, and 
for the widows and orphars of those who have 
made the supreme sacrifice. The Committee 
make an earnest appeal to all who are in any 
way associated with advertising to assist them 
in this good work, and subscriptions, however 
small, will be gratefully received by G. A. 
Godley, Hon. Treasurer, 61, Fleet-street, E.C. 4. 


Waterproofing Cement. 
All outside cement work should be water- 
proofed. Cement is porous, and absorbs water, 


with the result that the concrete is continually 
being disintegrated and weakened by the water 
and by the frosts. The waterproofing of cement 
structures has been carefully investigated by 
engineers who have found that the most effective 
method is to impregnate the concrete with oil 
whereby the absorption of water is prevented. 
The application of gasoline, in which from 5 to 
10 per cent. of paraffin wax has been dissolved 
is recommended. The fluid can be applied to a 
concrete surface by a brush, or sprayed over it 


with a hand-pump.—({Coal Age, December 12, 


1918.) 
Timber Trade Prices. 


The Controller of Timber Supplies announces 
reduced maximum prices for imported soft- 
wood coming into force from Monday, 
February 10. Concurreritly with the intro- 
duction of the new prices, the system of allo- 
cating rations will be abolished, and the stocks 
held by the Timber Supply Departinent will be 
disposed of in parcels of 50 standards or more. 
App'ications for a rebate, where firms have 
purchased from the Department under the old 
prices can only be considered where no portion 
of the goods has left the dock or store yard on 
which the delivery order was issued. All such 
applications should be made to the Government 
Buyer at Salisbury House, Finsbury Circus, 
London, E.C. 2, and should be accompanied by 
the delivery orde? ou which rebate is requested. 
A schedule showing the maximum prices is 
printed in full in this week’s Board of Trade 
Journal. 


The Housing Problem in West H?2m. 

During a discussion of the housing problem 
at a meeting of the West Ham Town Council, 
Counillor Godbold said that thousands of 
people in the borough were living under horrible 
and brutal conditions.—Coun illor Jack Jones, 
M.P., said that in West Ham there were hun- 
dreds of houses unfit for habitation. and these 
should be pulled down and rebuilt.—Alderman 
Will Thorne, M.P., said that private enterprise 
could not cope with the difficulty, owing to the 
increased price of materials, and the Government 
must render aid. Old Canning Town, for 
example, wanted all pulling down and rebuilding 
for the houses were in a shocking state.—It was 
devided to s hedule the houses in the borough 
not fit to live in, prepare details as to the vacant 
land in the borough, and submit a scheme to 
the Government. 


London County, Westminster & Parr’s Bank. 

THE annual general meeting of the London 
County, Westminster & Parr’s Bank was held 
recently at the head offices of the bank, Loth- 
bury. E.C. Dr. Walter Leal (Chairman) presided. 
In moving the adoption of the report and 
accounts, he said that after the four Jast terrible 
years of war, they met that day at Jast in the 
hour of victory, long deferred but complete, 
and if we are worthy of ourselves. final, a victory 
which laid upon us the grave, the almost over- 
whelming task. of laying the foundations of a 
new epoch. They commenced their proceedings 
with a reverent feeling of gratitude to those, 
who had fought for us and won the victory. 
and more especially to those of the bank’s 
staff who had so nobly borne the burden. In 
tracing the probable course of the Money 
Market, he showed that in all probability there 
would be a gradual reversion to a lower scale 
of profits. They ha! to bear this in mind in 
the proposals before them that day. This was 
not a time for larger distributions, but for 
conservation of resources. The report was 
adopted, the resolution san-tioning the War 
Memorial Fund was passed, the retiring directors 
re-elected and auditors re-appointed. 


The Ideal Cottage. 

Mr. Raymond Unwin lectured on “* Housing ” 
recently at the London Day Training College, 
Southampton-row, Lady Emmott presiding. 
He emphasised the economical value of reducing 
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the number of houses to the acre; this reform 
landowners were beginning to accept, The 
bedroom should be used more as a Sitting-roo 
especially in small houses. The desizning 4 
cottages was interesting, though anything but 
easy, work. It required imagination. Lantem 
slides were then used to show the contrag 
between the monotony which had been intro, 
duced by the industrial period and the vari 
obtained by ryhthmical planning ; also between 
modern jumble and harmony. Cottages jp 
the Hampstead Garden Suburb, old English 
villages, and the Rue Royale and the Madeleing 
in Paris, were all shown as rhythmical jljys. 
trations. In reconstruction we should hayg 
in towns some communal life. Each famjj 
wanted to be unhampered by neighbours, byt 
“they wanted a centre in each plan that woulg 
give communal laundries, heating, hot-wate 
and so on. ; 


Two Shifts andaSix-Hour Day. 


Lord Leverhulme was the speaker at 4 
“Canada in London” meeting at the Lyceum 
Theatre recently. He dwelt on the ne essity 
for a gradual change of industrial conditions, 
He said :— 

We must make a change where the upstanding 
charges exceed the weekly wages bill, and | 
believe in a while even farms will be run on 
two shifts of six hours each. The position js 
not so complicated as it looks. We are not 
ripe for reduction of hours in every industry, 
In all these, however, the health of the workers 
is not suffering. When the hours can and 
ought to be reduced their health is suffering, 
In a poliev of reconstruction we can work our 
factory machinery longer hours and the men 
and women fewer hours. Under suh conditions 
with an alternate morning or a‘ternoon free, 
and once a fortnight a long week-end from 
Friday wight till Monday morning. there will 
be a means of earning, under intensive produc- 
tion, high wages, and of producing goods at 
such a low cost that the whole world will beat 
a track to our door. The whole world is waiting 
for orders. We cannot double our factories 
immediately. By working plant twelve hours 
instead of eight—more. if needed—we get extra 
factory power without overdrawing the bank 
account or going in for machinery twice a 
expensive as before the war. 


Science in Industry. 


Lord Crewe presided at a dinner given in 
the Princes Restaurant, Piccadilly, recently by 
the Organising Committee of the British 
Scientific Products Exhibition, whi b was held 
in King’s College last August and September, 
and more recently in Manchester. The Chair- 
man, in proposing “ The British Science 
Guild,” said that the research work undertaken 
by the universities in industrial centres, such 
as Sheffield, Man:hester and Leeds, had been 
valuable, but there was room for a great 
extension. He hoped that the exhibitions 
promoted by the Guild would become an 
annual permanent feature in the lie of the 
nation, and that the teaching of s iene and 
the encouragement of research would revelv® 
greater finan ial .aid from the Government 
Lord Sydenham, the president of the Gvild, 
replying, said that the Guild hoped to hold an 
exhibition on a larger scale this year. , 

Past and present students of the Imperial 
College of Science and. Technology at = 
meeting in the Imperial College Union, Sout 
Kensington, recently, decided to sign 4 petition 
urging the governors of the college to take 
immediate. steps to raise the status of the 
college to that of a university of technology, 
distinct from the University of London, @ 
empowered to confer its own degrees in science 
and technology. The petition expressed the 
opinion that the recognition of the Amper nk 
College as an institution of university ™ 
should be one of the earliest items in the we 
gramme of legislative reconstruction, and tha 
his Majesty’s Government should give —_ 
encouragement to students who desire to deve 
their lives to science and technology. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 





Architects’ Ass‘stants. 

Srr,—The position of architects’ assistants is 
indeed becoming grave. When, as the corres- 
pondent in your issue of the 10th ult. points out, 
the man whose education has cost many 
hundreds of pounds, and who, if he does not 
actually design, at least prepares the drawings 
and works out the details for building, for which 
labour he receives no more remuneration than 
the mason who builds it, it is surely time that 
some effective and responsible protest were 
made. 

Since returning from France, I have heard 
much concerning the bad way that architects 
have fared since the outbreak of hostilities. 
Yet it seems to me that many of those who did 
not serve have no reason to regret the war, as 
far as their practices are concerned. But I fail 
to see any sign of that generosity which the 
unsuspecting service man has been led to expect 
from this quarter. It is not generosity, how- 
ever, but justice which is demanded. Every- 
where there is an increase of wages, and the 
architects’ assistant expects some of it to reach 
him. Furthermore, it is to be regretted that no 
thorough scheme has been evolved for finding 
employment for returning architects at a decent 
living wage by those organisations which set out 
to assist those who volunteered for their country. 
It is the least that can be expected, and up to 
the time of writing I for one have not found 
such organisations of much assistance. 

What is required is a trade union of archi- 
tects’ assistants, and men should demand a 
salary in proportion to those obtainable in other 
and less skilled branches of labour. 

Those who have not served must realise that 
the returning soldier, both officer and man, 
expects to find improved conditions and will not 
be content with the old starvation pay. 

A.R.1.B.A. 
Lieut.-Gen., List attd. R.E. 





The Staff for R.E. Services. 

Sir,—The letter signed by “ A.R.I.B.A.’’ 
in your issue of February 7 will have voiced 
the feelings of all the temporary inspectors of 
works in the §.R.E.S., embracing as it does 
the principal grievances of our class. One is 
tempted to still further accentuate the in- 
consistencies in the service which operate 
with peculiar unfairness on those officers and 
their families, but the purpose of this letter is 
to suggest one way of attempting to improve 
the conditions. 

Efforts to obtain redress have ‘been made 
“through the usual channels” by many of 
us, but nothing has been so far gained, except 
sympathy. Now that the question of gratuity 
on relinquishment of commission looms large 
before us, some concerted action seems to be 
called for. 

It is suggested that a plain statement of the 
facts should be prepared and signed by as 
many of the temporary inspectors of works as 
possible, and copies forwarded to the R.I.B.A., 
Inst. C.E., and Surveyors’ Institution, with a 
Tequest that they should officially lay the 
matter before the War Office or a higher author- 
ity, on behalf of those of their members who 
have served in the forces in a professional 
capacity on the S.R.E.S. 

Such action would not appear to be contrary 
to the King’s Regulations, and in this matter, 
where individuals are helpless, one looks hopes 
fully to our professional institutes to support 
its members in their efforts to obtain justice and 
equity. 

Would “ A.R.I.B.A.” help by drafting such 
an appeal and by giving an address to which 
as many officers of the 8.R.E.S. as possible 
could send their names and addresses? Such 
an action would be gratefully acknowledged by 

D.O.R.E. 

Grading of Workmen in the Building Trade. 

_ Sir,—The interesting article on “ The Outlook 
in the Building Trade,’ by Mr. Ernest J. Brown, 
brings the above subject into more prominence, 


and I beg your indulgence to call his attention 
to the fact that the method outlined in my 
letter in the Builder of December 27 last will be 
found to provide a solution the lack of which he 
emphasises. 

“ Payment by result” will ensue, not by the 
dubious méthod of piece-work, with its endless 
measuring, disputing, adjusting and accounting, 
but by up-grading, the securing of which by a 
workman will be the “ result” of industry and 
ability. 

As to the fear of hostility from the Societies 
surely it is not beyond the powers of the leaders 
on both sides to agree and make it clear to the 
wage-earning classes that increased efficiency 
and output, whilst producing higher wages, will 
eventually lower the prohibitive cost of building, 
the inevitable outcome of which will be that more 
work will be put in hand, thus lessening 
unemployment. 

The views experienced by “ Bricklayer” are 
very encouraging from the practical point of 
view, and will be found to apply to the other 
branches of the building industry. 

The opinions of architects would be particu- 
larly welcome because, as a body, they are 
eminently fitted to act as impartial chairmen 
on questions of grading, and their assistance in 
this respect would provide a dignified and 
legitimate sphere of co-operation for the three 
most essential elements in building matters 
personnel, in place of the estrangement now 
prevailing. 

Ropert F. SEWARD. . 


A Fireplace to Heat Two Rooms at Once. 
Srir,—With reference to the letter in your 
issue of the 3lst Jan. from Mr. 8. M. Dodington, 
I patented a range and mantel register, exactly 
on the lines of the illustration given, some 
years ago, and there are over 1,000 in use and 
working satisfactorily. The mame of the 
makers is Messrs, Jones & Campbell, of 
Torwood Foundry, Larbert, Stirlingshire. 
C. 8. JosEPu. 





Str,—Referring to the diagram in the issue 
of the Builder relating to a fireplace to heat 
two rooms at once, your correspondent may 
be interested to know that this method of 
manufacture, viz., a double-fronted cooking 
range, was patented by me under No. 7801, 
A.D. 1909, a complete specification of which 
can be obtained on application at the Patent 
Office. I may add that some of these ranges 
were fixed in a block of flatS erected in St. 
Pancras, and, although they served their 
purpose very well, they were not popular, as 
the tenants preferred the old-fashioned method 

A. Davis. 

The Central London Building Co., Ltd. 





Sir,—Replying to the letter of Mr. S. M. 
Dodington in the issue of the Builder of 
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January 31, and his suggestion of a combination 
range and grate to work with one fire, we should 
like to point out that we have a speciality in a 
combination range and mantel register stove 
which, although it is not quite in accordance 
with the suggestion, should prove to be especially 


- suitable for the present housing schemes now 


being carried through. The combination will 
not heat both kitchen and living room by means 
of one fire as suggested by your correspondent, 
as it is necessary for the range and stove being 
fixed in their respective rooms. 





The chief aim in the construction was to 
obtain plentiful supplies of hot water for domestio 
or bathing purposes, and this is satisfactorily 
accomplished by the fire of the kitchen range 
or the mantel register, and when one or koth 
fires are. working. 

The other advantages claimed for the com- 
bination are that only one brick flue is necessary 
for the working of range and stove, thus effecting 
a considerable saving of brickwork and cost of 
labour in fixing. It is also an effective fuel 
saver, both fires being practically slow com- 
bustion. The hot water boiler is of sufficient 
capavity and so constructed that a hot water 


storage tank or cylinder is not necessary, and ~ 


in all there is a considerable saving in cost. 
NicnoLts & CLaRKE, Lp. 
High Street, Shoreditch, E. 


Repairing France. 


A congress of French and American civil 
engineers has been discussing during the last 
fortnight a series of vast works designed to 
enlarge. certain French ports, repair roads and 
mines, canalize certain rivers, and generally 
perfect the national outfit. It is proposed to 
improve the estuaries of the Gironde and the 
Loire and to make St. Nazaire the chief port of 
access for American trade. Nantes is to be 
connected by rail with the centre of France and 
Geneva. With regard to the repair of the 
devastated mines, it is estimated that it will 
take one year to pump out the water, and 
machinery of 30,000 h.p. is being set up for that 
purpose. Even then it will take two years 
before a normal output will be reached. The 
Rhone is to be made navigable as far as Lyons, 
and big irrigation works are contemplated. ‘lhe 
Rhone will, it is calculated, be able to furnish 
electric power to the extent of 750,000 h.p. The 
necessary capital vill be sought in France and 
America, and it is suggested that the State 
should assume charge of these works, and 
entrust their execution to Franco-American 
sovieties.—The Paris Correspondent of The 
Times. 
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NORTHERN ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION. 





THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER. 


THE inaugural meeting of the session was"held 
at the Association’s Rooms, on the 5th inst., 
the President, Mr. R. Burns Dick, F.R.1.B.A., 
presiding: Previous to the meeting a letter 
was addressed by the President to everyone 
known to be engaged in the profession in the 
extensive area comprised in the sphere of 
influence of the Association, the resilt being 
a large and enthusiastic attendance, where a 
keen interest was shown in the éndeavour to 
extend the power and influence of the Asso- 
ciation. Many valuable suggestions were made 
by members, and steps taken to pursue a 
vigorous policy on the lines indicated in the 
President’s letter. From the letter we take 
the following :— 

“ With the overthrow of the destructive 
forces that have held sway for the past four 
years, we have reached a point in time more 
pregnant for the future of the race than ever 
before. Now is one of those momentary 
pauses following the surmounting of a great 
crisis when a re-shaping of our activities must 
be entered upon, and-the genius of our people 
will be shown by the recognition we have of the 
immense possibilities that are opening up 
before us, and by our responsiveness to the 
passing flash of inspiration that this world 
cataclysm has engendered. There is a danger, 
in the ine,itable haste to take up the threads 
of individual and national life, so ruthlessly 
snapped, of missing the greatest opportunity 
that has presented itself in world history—of 
failing to let our imagination be touched by 
the stupendous time through which we. are 
passing. From the crash of falling worlds, 
something infinitely greater can be constructed 
if we will but allow ourselves to become one 
with the new spirit that has been born from 
the pain and travail of the old. The character 
of the future in every domain of national life 
depends upon the course we set ourselves 
to-day. A proper appreciation of this fact, 
before the opportunity passes, will lead us to 
a golden age far surpassing any recorded of 
the nations of the past. 

“With these thoughts passing through my 
mind, as they must be through yours, I feel 
that to merely fall into the old routine of the 
past when recommencing the work of the 
Association, would be to court just condemna- 
tion as one blind to the opening vista of the 
future and deaf to the call of the new spirit. 
However well the Association may have met 
the necessities of the past, the future demands 
a wider outlook and the new conditions a fuller 
life. 

“The record of the past may well speak for 
itself. The future is ours to make, and how 
we are to set about it is the vital thing for us 
just now—not for an individual, but for all— 
and this gives the ratson d’étre for writing you 
thus personally. Whether as a member of 
the N.A.A. or not, the objects for which the 
Association exists and wil more than ever 
represent, are naturally your concern, and I 
believe you will welcome an opportunity to 
actively associate yourself with any effort to 
advance the life that is dawning for archi- 
tecture. This can best be done, or rather 
initiated, by the united will of the whole of 
those engaged in its pursuit; and my present. 
object is not to dictate a policy of action, but 
simply to endeavour to assimilate all the 
diverse elements, without exception, in the 
Association’s sphere of influence, that are so 
necessary to the full life of our complex pro- 
fession, with its far-reaching influence on the 
national life. 

* Tsolated effort is doomed to failure. You, 
who do me the honour of reading this letter, 
you personally can add to, or detract from, 
the success that I am confident awaits us, 
according as you bring your talents to the 
common stock or reserve them for yourself 
alone. An unlimited eclecti ism must be the 
keynote of our future action and with the 
Council of the N.A.A., I sincerely hope you 


will be present at this meeting, which, with 
your help. I feel sure will usher in a new and 
greater era for the work and influence of the 
Association. ... All that I would ask for 
on this occasion is enthusiasm, mutual amity 
and again enthusiasm, that enthusiasm that 
alone can catch and hold the inspiration of 
these wonderful days, days that will never 
present themselves again in our time. It is 
inspiration that will point the right way, and 
enthusiasm that will supply the courage and 
energy for sustained effort in the arduous 
work that lies before us... . 

“There is much to be done, but with this 
new spirit, the harder the task the more deter- 
mined will we be. Before we can take such 
a leap as the greatness of the time demands, 
we must first provide a springboard. Our 
springboard will be this enthusiasm and 
inspiration. It is true that some time will 
elapse before we can count on a full muster 
of our forces, but there are enough of us to get 
a move on, and it is the duty of us at home to 
prepare the way for those who will happily 
return to us from the ranks of the Army, and 
so show that our stewardship of the interests 
they left behind has not been neglected, while 
they went out to Lleed and die to stem the 
forces that would have destroyed us. Let us 
lose no time in preparing, by our activities, 
such a reception as will cheer and hearten our 
comrades and make them feel that all was not 
in vain—that an honoured place awaits them 
in our work and councils, and that the way 
of their return to professional life is made 
smooth. 

** What is to be the nature and scope of the 
wider life we are to enter upon is as much a 
matter for you as for any other, but as a basis 
upon which to start deliberation, I will mention 
one or two suggestions that might engage our 
early consideration. To begin with I feel 
strongly, with others, that a totally new 
atmosphere, in harmony with the youthful 
buoyancy that must animate us, is required 
in our premises at Higham Place. The new 
spirit cannot thrive in uninspiring surroundings. 
The home of the N.A.A. should be made a 
centre of radiating attractiveness and helpful- 
ness to young and old of whatever stage of 
material success, a centre from which can be 
drawn fresh hope and inspiration in dark days, 
and to which can be carried some of the sunshine 
of the days of, prosperity. 

“A bold stheme of structural remodelling 
should be undertaken, and a suggestion for this 
will be laid before you. 

“A memorial in gratitude to our fallen 
heroes, whether in conjunction with this or 
not, might be early considered, and I feel would 
enlist warm support. 

‘“* Next, the wider life implies an influence 
outside the hitherto limited confines of our 
constitution, and for this a broadening of the 
basis of membership should be considered. I 
feel that, in addition to enlisting the co-operation 
of everyone engaged in the pursuit of archi- 
tecture as a profession, we shorld associate 
with us, as a separate class of member, citizens 
prominent in muniipal affairs, leaders of 
thought and moulders of public opinion, whose 
influence, in contact with us, would reflect on 
the public sense of civic pride as evinced by 
the city’s outward form. This would call for 
the eventual institution of educational pro- 
paganda of a popular nature, and a considerable 
expansion of our activities. Another class of 
member, inevitalle and one that I personally 
would welcome, will be—I say it with bated 
breath—the lady member. Already we have 
amongst us young ladies who are taking up the 
study of architecture as a profession, and our 
arrangements must not fail to take them into 
account. Again, a quickening in our interest 
in the student and younger member is essential. 
His architectural education must be our concern. 
He should be made to feel that here is the 
source to which he may naturally come for 
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help, encouragement and inspiration. As for 
us older members and our personal interests 
I Say nothing. Whatever tends to widen our 
influence and to raise the esteem in which 
architecture is held by the public, will inevitably 
benefit the architect. Let us give self a 
secondary place, and we will be surprised at 
the solid gain to our personal advantage. 

; ““ One other matter before I close, and that 
is the necessity for a paid secretary, keen, alert 
and experienced, who alone could give the time 
necessary to the proper carrying on of such g 
society as I visualise. Our honorary secretary, 
whoever he may be, would still carry a respon- 
sibility that would lay us under a deep obliga. 
tion to him. I have purposely avoided all 
topics of general concern to the profession, for 
again I say: the first thing is the co-operation 
of all, fired with the enthusiasm and inspiration 
that the great clash of world forces hes engen- 
dered. The rest will look after itself. Let us, 
with mutual goodwill and confidence, be 
amongst the first to range ourselves with the 
ploneers of the new, the greater Renaissance.” 

In addition to the discussion which took 
place, the. President read some thoughts which 
he had penned immediately after the Armistice, 
bearing on the necessity for a new outlook in 
connection with the reorganisation of our 
professional societies. 

The meeting unanimously resolved to send 
a letter of congratulation to Sir Aston Webb, 
K.C.V.0., C.B., R.A., F.R.I.B.A., on his 
election to the presidency of the Royal Academy, 
and similarly to congratulate one of the Asso- 
ciation’s members, Mr. Harry Barnes, on bis 
election as a Member of Parliament, 
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City Fires. 


‘Dr. Waldo, H.M. Coroner for the City of 
London and Southwark, at a recent inquest, 
in the course of his remarks said cer- 
tain figures, in his return to the Home 
Secretary for 1918, were now on record ; inter 
alia, he had altogether held 524 inquiries. 
One* hundred and thirty-four non-fatal fire 
inquiries had been held in the City under the 
Special Fire Act, he being the only coroner 
whose duty it was to investigate such cases. 
He was of opinion that the benefits of the unique 
City Fire Act might usefully be eatended to 
his jurisdiction in Southwark. There had been 
a marked decrease in the number of City fires 
during the present war. During the past 19 
years, one-third of the total number of city 
fires was due to “ a light thrown down”; anda 
possible connection, as between cause and 
effect, suggested itself, namely, that the reduc- 
tion in the number of fires was largely attri- 
butable to the present shortage of matches. 

Lirts. 

Dr. Waldo also said: “ Among other violent 
deaths, both frequent and preventable, and 
mostly due to carelessness, which had been 
investigated by him, were those due to (a) lifts 
and (6) window-cleaning. Lifts were dangerous 
instruments, and could not be trifled with 
short of loss of limb or life. All lifts should, he 
thought, be placed under some responsible 
authority, such as the Board of Trade, who 
already had boilers under their supervision. 
The lift ought to be examined before use, and 
if passed, be placed on a register and then 
examined periodically with a view of keeping it 
in a workable and safe condition. At present 
only such lifts as came under the Factory and 
Workshop Act, were inspected and only then 
by H.M. Factory Inspectors, and infrequently 
and were often only put in order ajter the 
occurrence of an accident. As regards window- 
cleaning deaths, such casualties were generally 
due to the cleaner neglecting to make use of 
a belt and liie-line whilst cleaning windows 
from sills, ledges, and parapets. 1t was not 
generally known that such conduct rendered 
both employer and employed liable to prosecu- 
tion; and it was the duty of anyone seeing 4 
cleaner risking his own and the lives of passers- 
by in public thoroughiares to call the »ttention 
of the police to such action.”’ 
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WAR MEMORIALS. 


Work for all the Crafts. 


Srr Cecm. H. Smiru, the Director of the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, in a paper on 
War Memorials, read before the annual meeting 
of the Church Crafts League, in the Church 
House, WestminSter, recently, said the subject 
had been with us since August, 1914, yet 
comparatively nothing had been done to deal 
with the matter from a broad national point 
of view. In connection with some public 
schemes a confusion of thought appeared to 
exist, so that no proper distinction was made 
between record and tribute. The Imperial 
War Museum scheme had grown to gigantic 
proportions; nothing was too large and 
nothing too Small to be included within its 
scope. The latest proposal he had seen for 
housing it was the Crystal Palace; but there 
appeared to be no reason why it should stop 
there. They were told that by combining 
the national memorial to the fallen with the 
war museum “a grant could very likely be 
obtained which would make the memorial 
worthy of its object.” That was to say, the 
intention of the promoters was to combine at 
great expense the national expression of 
gratitude and hope with the perpetuation of 
the horrors of the war in a monument which 
might astonish tourists and feed our vanity. 
He earnestly trusted that before this tragedy 
took form saner counsels might prevail and a 
clearer vision be obtained of what the war 
deserved and the public wanted. 

It was in war memorials in connection with 
churches that the greatest opportunity was 
afforded of adding beauty and zest to life; 
at the same time, it was there that the greatest 
danger lay. It was essential that nothing 
should be done involving the alteration of or 
addition to an existing structure except under 
the soundest advice. 

As regards what might be called detachable 
memorials, the two most general forms, no 
doubt, would be the stained glass window 
ad the ‘wall tablet. For stained glass we 
were fortunate in having an excellent body 
of accomplished artists, and stained glass 
night be used to provide a monument equally 
appropriate for a group or for an individual, 
for while an entire window was expensive, it 
was always possible to put a single quarry 
into any plain window, and it was an admirable 
form of memorial, although it need cost only 
afew pounds. The wall tablet was always 
@ difficulty. It was not easy to avoid a 
monotonous effect, and very few tablets were 
designed to fill the places which they occupied. 
_ He could not understand why we had got 
into the habit of neglecting entirely the 
literary side of our monuments, and were 
content to put up lists of names and think 
them decorative when in 99 cases out of 
100 they were sheer ugliness. He would like 
to induce applicants to postpone the erection 
of permanent monuments for, Say, @ period 
of twelve months. In the meantime artists 
and craftsmen should be banded together 
and submit designs, not only in sculpture, 
painting, and architecture, but in all the crafts 
to a selecting body composed not exclusively 
of working artists, but representative of in- 
telligent and educated opinion. They might 
then have an exhibition, and issue portfolios 
and leaflets of advice, not for the purpose of 
providing models for copying, but rather for 
the inspiration of artists and for the guidance 
of memorialists as to the lines which might be 
followed. 


The Proposed Empire War Memorial Shrine. 


We take the following from letters which 
have recently appeared in The Times :-— 
Sir,—There has come into my hands an 


appeal for a subscription“to what is called: 


“ The Proposed Empire War Memorial 
Shrine, Accompanying it is a four-page 
leaflet of description, which I must take 
leave to describe as disingenuous, to say the 
least.? 


On page 1 the site which it is proposed 
to occupy is described “ as at present occupied 
by old office buildings belonging to the 
Ecclesiastical Commissioners, which prior 
to the war were to have been demolished, and 
the site was offered on building lease for the 
erection of other offices, so there should be 
no difficulty in obtaining possession of this 
site.” But compare this description with 
the sketch-plan given on page 3 (Fig. 2), and 
one finds that the Jewel House has been 
moved bodily to the north-east corner of the 
Little Cloisters, thus dispossessing the un- 
fortunate minor canon who at present resides 
on that spot. Further, the whole of the 
College Garden is quietly appropriated, while 
two more at least of the Little Cloister 
residences must of necessity disappear, since 
the west wing of the proposed shrine abuts on 
the south-east angle of these cloisters. It 
is true that these houses are relatively modern, 
but one of them contains intact the ancient 
Refectory of the + mena adjoining the 
ruins of the older chapel of St. Katharine 
and this, I imagine, will not be scrapped 
without some protest. Moreover, “ Old 
Westminsters”’ will hardly regard with 
equanimity the sweeping away of ‘‘ College,” 
which seems also to be involved. 

But perhaps I am wrong in my deductions. 
It may be that the Little Cloisters have 
been shifted bodily to some new site. . . 

H. F. Wesriake, F.S.A. 

The Cloisters, Westminster Abbey. 

February 1. 


Sir.—My attention has been drawn to 
your correspondent’s letter, dated the 4th 
inst., under this heading. He says :— 
“The description with the sketch plan 
given on page 3, figure 2, in the circular 
issued, appears to dispossess a minor canon 
at present residing on the site.” 

As the originator and designer of the 
Empire War Memorial Shrine, I would point 
out that when the scheme comes before the 
proper authorities for consideration there 
will be every opportunity of adjusting the 
plan of the proposed shrine so as to avoid 
any unnecessary interference with the historic 
buildings referred to, and due regard will 
necessarily be given to the ‘‘ College,” also 
the older chapel of St. Katharine. Your 
correspondent allows that, anyhow, two of 
the houses which must of necessity disappear 
are relatively modern. 

I believe the description on page 1 to be 
a fair and accurate statement of what is 
intended to be carried out. The Ladies’ 
Executive for developing the scheme was 
appointed at a public meeting held at Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, on December 17, 1918, 
when the plans and designs were submitted 
to that meeting, and unanimously approved. 
It was decided at the meeting to proceed to 
carry out the scheme at an estimated cost 
of about £800,000, to be subscribed for by 
the women of the Empire. But should any 
unforeseen circumstance arise that would 
militate against such Empire War Memorial 
Shrine being erected on the site then approved 
it was arranged that steps should be taken 
to acquire another site as contiguous to 
the Abbey as possible, and to erect thereon 
the Empire War Mamorial Shrine, which 
would be carried out by special trustees 
appointed for that purpose. 

The Ladies’ Executive appointed at that 
public meeting attended on Friday, January 
24, as a deputation to the Dean of West 
minster. They were informed by the Dean 
that there were serious objections to such 
an Empire War Memorial Shrine (which 
they had been appointed by the meeting 
to carry out), and the buildings could not 
be erected as proposed on the site selected. 
The Ladies’ Executive thereupon decided 
to resign their office. Another public meeting 
will shortly be held, when the present 
position will be explained at that meeting, 
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in order that the public may consider an 
alternative course to carry out the proposed 
Empire War Memorial Shrine in Westminster, 
on another site. 
C. J. C. Pawxiey, Major, V.D. 
Feb, 5. 


Sir,—In my capacity as Chapter Clerk, I 
was present with the Dean of Westminster 
when the deputation of ladies referred to by 
Major Pawley was introduced by Mr. Forde 
Ridley. This gentleman outlined the scheme 
and produced plans which, if carried out, would 
involve the destruction of a very beautiful 
old fourteenth century wall, and either the 
destruction, or at least the removal, of the 
ancient Jewel Tower. The points that were 
taken by the Dean were, first, that the Dean 
and Chapter of Westminster had no ownership 
in the Abingdon-street houses; secondly, that 
in no case could they associate themselves 
with any scheme which would involve the 
destruction either of the old wall, the Jewel 
Tower, or any other ancient monument of 
which they were custodians; thirdly, that 
they were not likely to support any scheme 
which had not been commended to them by 
responsible persons in the artistic and archi- 
tectural world; and, fourthly, that they could 
not allow themselves even to appear to have 
acquiesced in irresponsible proposals for the 
reconstruction of Westminster. 

I believe I am right in saying that the 
resignation of the Ladies’ Committee was the 
result of their recognition that these objections 
by the Dean to the proposals were convincing 
and well-founded. 

E. F. Knapp-Fisuer, 
Receiver-General and Chapter Clerk 
of Westminster Abbey. 


Chapter Clerk’s Office, The Sanctuary, 
Westminster Abbey, 8.W.1, 
February 6. 


Action by the Royal Scottish Academy. 


The Advisory Committee which the Royal 
Scottish Academy, in co-operation with repre- 
sentatives of civic bodies, Church, and other 
interests, appointed to give guidance as to the 
erection of war memorials in Scotland, held 
its first meeting in Edinburgh recently. Me. 
J. Lawton Wingate, P.R.S.A., who presided, 
said that they had already reason to anticipate 
a state of affairs in regard to the production 
and placing of memorials which, in the absence 
of cultured direction, might result in much 
misspent effort and many regrets. Sir John 
Stirling Maxwell, of Pollok, who was appointed 
chairman of the Grand Committee, welcomed 
the decision of the Academy. This country, 
he said, had its recent monuments very much 
on its conscience, and there was a universal 
wish that memorials which marked the close 
of the war should escape the failure which had 
dogged our past efforts for two generations. 
The Academy did not propose to dictate, but 
to put its expert advice at the disposal of the 
community without asking for payment of 
any kind. The meeting appointed a carefully 
chosen administrative committee of artists and 
laymen. 

Dorking. 

As will be seen from an advertisement ‘which 
appears in this issue, the War Memorial Com- 
mittee of Dorking U.D.C. invite designs for 
a proposed memorial to the fallen. A premium 
of £50 will be awarded to the competitor whose 
design is placed first. 


Nottingham. 

At the last—meeting of Nottingham City 
Council, a communication was read from the 
Notts and Derby Architectural Society, the 
Nottingham Society of Artists, and the Thoroton 
Society, in which it was suggested that the 
most suitable war memorial tor the city and 
county was a group of sculpture in the Market- 
place, with a symbolic fagade in front of the 
Exchange. The matter was referred to the 
General Purposes Committee. 
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URBAN 


THE PREPARATION 


Tse National Housing and Town-Planning 
Council (including the Scottish Housing and 
Town-Planning Committee) have issued a 
memorandum (prepared for the use of the 
Housing Committees of Local Authorities) rela- 
tive to the steps to be taken in the preparation 
of urban housing schemes to be held ready and 
carried into effect immediately after the close 
of the war. It deals with :—The Acquisition 
of Land, the Planning of the Area as distinct 
from the Planning of the Sites, the Detailed 
Planning of the Sites or Groups of Sites, the 
Materials to be used in Building, the Scope 
of Standardisation, Special Sanitary and 
Health Considerations to be borne in mind 
by Housing Committees, the Designs and Types 
ol Houses, the Relation of Local Authorities 
to Employers and Operatives in the Building 
Trade, and Administrative Details of Housing 
Schemes, ¢.9., the Fixing of Rents, the Choice 
of Tenants and Conditions of Tenancy, Prepara- 
tion of Estimates, as to the various provisions 
to be made in regard to Repairs and other 
Annual Charges coming against a Scheme, 
Management, &c. 

It will be realised, therefore, that the memor- 
andum is a comprehensive one, and after a perusal 
of the contents, we must congratulate the Council 
on the arrangement and treatment of the matter. 

Under the various sections and divisions 
into which the subject has been divided, the 
Council give their conclusions and print below 
them the recommendations or observations 
of the Tudor Walters Committee, the result 
being a document which will no doubt prove 
of great value to Housing Committees of Local 
Authorities, especially if the advice of a com- 
petent architect is obtained in the preparation 
and carrying out of schemes. The views of 
the Council under this head are as fol ows :— 

“In many cases Local Authorities have on 
their permanent staffs professional men fully 
trained to deal with problems of town-planning 
and possessing great ability. In such cases 
Local Authorities will be inclined to take the 
view that additional aid is, in their case, not 
essential. But in discussing the matter it 
should be borne in mind that the professional 
man in question is generally the responsible 
head of a great department of the municipality 
and as such has to fulfil a great burden of 
administrative work, so that he cannot give 
to the task the full time and care its importance 
demands. It is recommended, therefore, that 
Local Authorities should call in (not as a 
permanent officer, but in an advisory capacity) 
an architect or surveyor, possessing special 
skill in planning, to collaborate with the skilled 
officer of the Local Authority and aid him 
in the preparation of a suitable lay-out of the 
land for a scheme or schemes. Many arguments 
can be adduced in favour of this course. In 
the main these arguments will fall into two 
categories—i.e., arguments on the ground of 
amenity and arguments on the ground of cost. 

“With regard to amenity, Local Authorities 
should not hesitate to take the view that the best 

they can get in the shape of good planning is 
only just good enough for them. With regard 
to cost they should realise that under a good 
scheme thousands of pounds can be saved in 
the cost of road-making alone in the develop- 
ment of a relatively small estate. Money 
spent in paying for skill in the avoidance of lavish 
expenditure on road cost is money well spent, 
and the Local Government Board are, for this 
reason, giving warm encouragement to those 
Local Authorities who desire to call in skilled aid 
in the preparation of good schemes of lay-out.” 
In this connection, we must quote the 
remarks on the steps which, it is suggested, 
should be taken by a Local Authority to secure 
a high standard of excellence in planning and 
design of houses both as regards economy and 
amenity :— 

“ Dealing with the general question of the 
preparation of designs, the Tudor Walters 








HOUSING. ~ 


AND CARRYING OUT OF SCHEMES. 


Committee recommend that ‘every housing 
scheme to be submitted to the Local Govern- 
ment Boards for approval should be prepared 
by a competent architect.’ 

“ All will be in agreement with the recom- 
mendation of the Tudor Walters Committee 
that the designs should be prepared by com- 
petent men. The Committee are however 
silent as to the action which should be taken 
in those cases in which the Surveyor to the 
Local Authority can show by the excellence of 
his work that he is competent to prepare the 
designs for houses. In regard to this matter 
there is a strong feeling that the real proof of 
competence is not to be found in the fact that 
an architect has prepared them, but in the 
excellence of the designs themselves, and that 
therefore excellent designs prepared by a sur- 
veyor should be accepted just as readily as 
designs submitted by an architect. 

“ This view is clearly expressed in a resolution 
passed by a large majority at a joint meeting 
of Committees of the National Housing and 
Town Planning Council, to the effect that the 
Local Government Board should be urged in 
making regulations relative to this point to 
give effect to the proposal by amending it to 
read ‘architect or surveyor.’ The meeting 
which passed the resolution was absolutely 
unanimous in taking the view that the Local 
Government Board should be fully supported 
in the insistence that the designs should conform 
to a high standard. 

“The strength of the desire of progressive 
Local Authorities that the designs selected 
should be up to a high standard of excellence 
was clearly manifested at the Joint Meeting of 
Committees above referred to, by the passing 
of a resolution expressing strong approval of 
the view that in the case of housing schemes 
involving the erection of a large number of 
houses, more than one competent architect 
or surveyor should be entrusted with the work 
of preparing the designs. The general feeling 
at the Joint Meeting was that whatever views 
an architect might hold as to the range of his 
capacity and his ability to diversify his designs 
the result of entrusting a large scheme to one 
man, however able, must be to produce a 
monotony of repetition and a lack of pleasing 
diversity.” 

Assuming that a Local Authority decides to 
secure the collaboration with their officer of 
several competent architects in the planning 
and design of a substantial number of houses, 
what course should be followed? In dealing 
with this question, the Memorandum says :— 

“In Section II, Sub-Section 2, of this 
Memorandum, it is recommended that ‘in 
practically all cases Local Authorities should 
call in (not as a permanent officer but in an 
advisory capacity) an architect or surveyor, 
possessing special skill in planning, to colla- 
borate with the skilled officer of the Local 
Authority and aid him in the preparation of 
a suitable lay-out of the land for a scheme or 
schemes.’ 

“It may be assumed that if this reeommen- 
dation is accepted then in the preparation of 
this scheme of lay-out the town planner called 
in will collaborate with the surveyor, and the 
scheme will be one for which they will be 
jointly responsible. Their collaboration will, 
moreover, not cease with the preparation of 
the scheme, but will continue throughout the 
other stages and will be found of special value 
when decisions have to be made with regard to 
the harmonising of the designs and site plans 
to secure a diversity in unity throughout the 
whole estate or estates. Coming to the con- 
sideration of the methods by which the colla- 
boration of competent architects or surveyors 
should be secured, several alternatives will 
present themselves for discussion by Local 
Authorities. 

“In order to provide a basis for discussion 
the following definite proposal, which finds 
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much favour, may be submitted. It should 
however, be clearly understood that it is onl 
submitted as one of several possible alter. 
natives :— 

“It is suggested that the Local Authority 
should in the case of a large scheme set up a 
panel of architects to act with the adviso 
town planner and the surveyor when the 
lay-out scheme has been adopted. 

“There are clearly two ways in which this 
panel can be built up, viz., by competition or 
by the preparation of a selected list. 

“It is suggested that the first of these two 
courses is the best, and for the following 
reasons :— 

“(1) Younger men in the architectural] 
profession will be given their chance on the 
best of all grounds, viz., that of demonstrated 
ability. 

“It will be regrettable if, when the younger 
men who have been serving their country 
return, it is possible for them to say that the 
older men, not called up to serve, have had the 
lion’s share of this housing work, and if they 
find that the only course open to them is that 
of taking up subordinate positions on other 
men’s staffs just when they should be given an 
opportunity to launch out for themselves. 


“(2) It will secure that any tendency 
there may be to put influence before merit 
will be checked. 

“In order to secure that any tendency to 
favouritism may be checked it will probably 
be found wise whilst limiting the area of the 
competition, not to make it too severely local, 
For example, it would be highly unwise to limit 
the competition for designs for a mining town 
in South Wales to the architects living in the 
valley in which the houses are to be built. In 
such a case the area should be that of the whole 
mining field of South Wales and Monmouth- 
shire. 

“ (3) It will mean that a high standard of 
excellence will be set from the outset. 
“With regard to the conditions of com- 

petitions it will be of service to suggest that 
the winning of a place in the panel should be 
made the occasion of the payment of a premium, 
but that this premium should be a moderate 
one and, possibly, deducted from fees paid 
later. The real remuneration should be given 
in the shape of fees for actual work done as 
a member of the panel. 

“It may be further suggested that the basis 
of the competition should be that of designing 
houses proposed to be built on a definite small 
sector of the actual housing estate. The com- 
petition should be rendered additionally 
valuable by a condition requiring the com- 
petitors to send in not only elevations and 
designs of houses but-proposals as to the 
planning of sites and introduction of economies 
in road charges. 

““When the panel has been formed, the 
members of it, acting under the guidance of 
the town planner and the surveyor collaborating 
together, should prepare and submit actual 
designs and proposals to be considered by the 
Housing Committee. The designs and pro- 
posals thus submitted will possibly include the 
designs approved in the competitions or they 
may be designs which the panel after working 
together find to be more suitable and desirable 
for actual adoption. 

“* A special merit of the panel proposal is to 
be found in the fact that it thus leaves in the 
hands of the Housing Committee full power 
to take final decisions as to the distribution of 
the work amongst the members of the panel 
and various other cognate questions. In 
doing this they will act through the advisory 
town planner and the surveyor acting ™ 

collaboration. - 

“To these will also fall the task of har 
monising the designs, for quite clearly an 
architect or surveyor on the panel cannot be 
left free to do what he pleases in regard to the 
question of the relativity of his designs to the 
designs of other architects or surveyors. — 

As to “the materials to be used in building, 
the scope of standardisation, special sanitary 








uld 
only 
lter. 


rity 
ip a 
SOry 
the 


this 
1 or 


two 
ring 


ural 
the 


ger 


the 
the 
ley 
hat 
her 
an 


ePe Sw & 


Sees Ve 





Fesruary 14, 1919.] 


and health considerations to be borne in mind 
by housing committees,” the Memorandum 
says :-—— ‘ 

p “ In the choice of building materials Local 
Authorities should bear clearly in mind two 
points :-— 

(1) That their new houses should be 
built in harmony with the best buildings 
already existing in the town; and 

““(2) That it will be wise in view of a 
possible shortage in supply of special materials 
and the great strain on railway accommo- 
dation at the close of the war, to avoid 
making too many experiments. 


“With regard to the first of these points 
there will be substantial agreement with the 
view that in a district with good stone to be 
quarried in the immediate vicinity, the tradition 
of the district should be continued by the 
erection of stone cottages, and that, similarly 
in districts where good bricks can be made at 
reasonable prices, the use of brick should be 
continued. 

“ With regard to the use of concrete it will 
be well for Local Authorities to proceed 
cautiously, and content themselves with the 
building of a few cottages by way of experiment 
instead of committing themselves to the con- 
struction of a whole village of concrete. 

“The rival claims of slate and tiles as roof 
coverings must be judged mainly in the light 
of the custom of the district, and here again 
harmony must be sought. 

“In some districts a good case can also be 
established for the use of materials of the 
composition type, but none of these should be 
used unless they are impermeable, durable and 
fire-resisting. 

“The use of timber or substitutes for timber 
will depend on the solution of the difficult 
problem of supply which will confront the 
Government at the end of the war.” 


> 
°° 


ROYAL SANITARY 
INSTITUTE. 


The following have been elected as Members 
and Associates. 

Those marked with an * have passed the 
Examination in Sanitary Science as applied 
to Buildings and Public Works ; } have passed 
the Examination of the Institute tor Juspectors 
of Nuisances. 





MEMBERS. 


Adams, A. E., M.Inst.C.E.I., Chippenham. 
Beckitt, J. C., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., M.O.H., 
Leigh. 
{Bedford, J. F., A.M.Inst.C.E., Colne. 
Bedington, Sec.-Lieut. H. F.F., R.E., A.M. Inst. 
C.E., Knowle, Bristol. 
*Brown, R., Longhirst, Morpeth. 
Loweth, S. H., A.R.I.B.A., London. 
Maguire, S. L., B.E. (N.U.I.), Cork. 
tWhite, Lieut. E. F., R.A.M.C., M.S.A., Car- 
narvon. 
*Hall, Capt. H. G. R., London. 
tLayland, R. J. W., Billericay. 
Prouse, O. M., A.M.Inst.C.E., Ilfracombe. 
*Richards, J. V., Abergavenny. 
*Watson, V. J. C., London. 


ASSOCIATES. 


jAustin, Staff-Sergt. F. C., Winnipeg. 
{Bertram, B., Sydney, N.S.W. 
jBowker, G. 8., Eccles. 

Durrant, W. E., Colchester. 
jFreestone, M. A., Sydney, N.S.W. 
jHardy, Miss C. G., Nottingham. 
tHolland, Miss F. M., Nottingham. 
Manning, H. ©. H., London. 
tMolloy, J. B., London. 

+Murphy, F. G., Cottesloe, Western Australia. 
t Parkes, G. H., Dudley, Worcester. 
jSmith, E., Cathays, Cardiff. 
{Smithurst, C., Watnall, Nottingham. 
{Swain, Miss D., Bath. 

{Tyrer, A., Fallowfield, Manchester. 
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FINANCE OF HOUSING. 


We have received the following letter from 
Mr. E. M. Gibbs, F.R.1.B.A., of Sheffield :— 

Str,—During the year I have issued a number 
of pamphlets, in technical form, on this subject. 
It has occurred to me, that for the general 
reader, it will be useful to submit, in less 
technical form an epitome of the suggestions, 
viz. :— 

Effect of War on Rents. 


If left to law of supply and demand, then the 
rents of existing houses will be raised sufficiently 
to cover the increase in rate of interest, and in 
mortgages charges, and with extra cost of repairs, 
the rent may be raised 30 per cent. The cost 
of houses erected immediately after the war may 
be 100 per cent. extra. The accumulated effect 
on new houses may be 160 per cent., and pro- 
hibitive of further erection. 


Solution of the Problem. 

The writer has sought for an economic and 
equitable solution with a minimum cost to the 
State, and herewith presents it for econ- 
sideration :— 


Rent and Mortgage Act. 

To be amended so as to permit a reasonable 
increase in rent of existing houses, by a fixed 
proportion, adjusted year by year if necessary. 
The Act to be extended year by year, with the 
Expiring Laws Continuance Acts, with return to 
freedom of contract as soon as post-war normal 
conditions eventuate. 


State Financial Assistance. 

The amount of assistance to be the whole 
difference between pre-war cost and post-wat 
abnormal cost, so that the houses to be erected 
can compete in rent with existing houses, when 
the rents are raised under the suggested amend- 
ment of Rent and Mortgage Act. 

The assistance to be on the principle of pay- 
ment by a block grant per house, according to 
type of house, locality, conditional on fixed 
accommodation at fixed rent. The block grant 
to be based on market prices for building, 
adjusted year by year and thus reduced gradu- 
ally to difference between pre-war cost and post- 
war normal cost. 


House Duty on All Houses Under £20 Annual 
Value. 

These houses are, at present, alone exempt 
from house duty. The tenants of existing houses 
and of those to be erected would both benefit by 
the rents being prevented from unduly rising ; 
both classes should therefore contribute towards 
the benefit. A duty of 3d. in £ would average 
one penny per week per tenant, which is incon- 
siderable in relation to the avoidance of a rise 
in rent of eighteenpence to three shillings per 
week, which would accrue if there be no financial 
assistance from the State. The yield of the 
duty is estimated at £1,225,083, sufficient to 
provide interest and sinking fund for £23,189,596 
of State assistance. 


Reform of Rating. 

In England and Wales the average rate is 
6s. 8d. in £ and causes the charges for houses 
to appear very high. The tenants of houses 
under £20 value pay more in rates in proportion 
to income than any other classof the community. 
A reform of rating is suggested, abolishing the 
existing system and substituting a local income 
rate, based on the principle of “ ability to pay ” 
and with due regard to “services rendered.” 
It would reduce the amount of the two charges 
for the increased rent and income rate after the 
war, to very nearly the amount of the one charge 
for rent and rates before the war. Royal Com- 
missions and Departmental Committees have 
reported on the desirability of reform of rating. 
A local income rate would ease the adjustment 
of local contribution to national services, it 
would avoid the deterrent effect of existing 
rate on the provision of up-to-date buildifigs 
and machinery, and would broaden the basis of 
rating very considerably by inclusion of rating 
of all incomes and the payment of rates by the 
large number of electors who are not tenants. 


~ 
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Local Authorities”and Utility Societies. 

The Government proposal of grant based on 
the difference between post-war cost and value 
of the™property at the end of the transition 
period, are uncertain in amount and deferred for 
seven years. If it be-limited to 75 per cent. 
and the local authorities are to charge the rate 
with the 25 per cent. difference, then if utility 
societies are only to have similar State assist- 


. ance, they must suffer 25 per cent. loss, or 


accept such a low rate of interest on the sub- 
scribed capital as to make utility societies 
impracticable except on philanthropic basis. 

The suggestions of the writer would avoid any 
charge on the rates, and ensure a market rate 
of interest to utility societies. 


Private Enterprise. 

The Government proposals are prohibitive of 
any renewal of the great services rendered by 
private enterprise to the State in the housing of 
the people. 

The suggestions of the writer would enable 
these services to be renewed on business basis. 

The National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers have approved generally of the 
writer’s suggestions, including one that they 
should accept 90 per cent. of the Block Grant, 
so that they would not make a profit on it, but 
would rely for their profit on the remaining 
capital provided by themselves. 


Anticipated Results of Suggestions if Adopted. 
The finance of housing on a sound economic 
basis with minimum cost to State, without cost 
to the ratepayers, on an equitable basis to estate 
and house owners, and to mortgagees ;_benefi- 
cial to tenants and utility societies ; encouragin, 
to building societies, to private enterprise, an 
to thrift ; reconciling the interests of all parties. 
By mobilising the housing forces of the king- 
dom, local authorities, utility societies, building 
societies, and private enterprise would all 
contribute to the erection of houses so urgently 
needed. Epwp. M. Grips. 








THE SURVEYORS’ 
INSTITUTION. 
Preliminary Examination, 1919. 


The following candidates have been successful 
in passing the recent professional examinations : 
Barton, J. H., Staincross, near Barnsley, 
Yorks. 
*Butler, L. T., Eltham, 8.E. 9. 
Cheney, W., Chetwynd-road, N.W. 5. 
Joatman, W. F., Croydon, Surrey. 
Dann, H., Stourbridge. 
Ellis, O. W., East Dulwich, 8.E. 
Fox, E. 8., Branksome Park, Bournemouth. 
Howes, C. E., Shirehampton, Bristol. 
Jackson, R. G., Denmark-hill, 8.E. 5. 
Jervis, E. A., Bournemouth. 
_ Morgan, E. R., Norwich. 
Norcott, J. F. B., Oakham, Rutland. 
Roberts, I. F., Aylesbury, Bucks. 
Slater, J. A., Coosnargh, near Preston, Lancs, 
Smith, G. A., Epsom, Surrey. 
Smith, J. W., Douglas, Isle of Man. 
Stedman, D. W., Farnham, Surrey. 
Sutton, P. R., Bramhall-park, Cheshire. 
Walmesley, J., Grimsargh, near Preston. 
* Head of list. 


——— 
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Industrial League. 

The second number of the Jndustrial League 
Journal, recently issued, includes contributions 
from the Right Hon. G. H. Roberts, M.P. 
(Minister of Labour), the Right Hon. J. R. 
Clynes, M.P. (late Minister of Food), Mr. G. J. 
Wardle, M.P. (Parliamentary Secretary of the 
Board of Trade), and others, The Editor says : 
“The problems that the Industrial League four 
years ago laid itself out to solve will now arise 
with greater force. Though Bolshevism stalks 
across Europe, destroying autocratic and 
democratic institutions and, traditions, we are 
convinced that this country, with its free and 
independent political institutions, will survive 
the ordeal.” There is also a report of a con- 
ference on “ Profit Sharing Schemes.” 
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COMPETITION NEWS. 





Proposed New Public?School™Buildings,™ Bolton. 


Mr. John Bradshaw Gass, F.R.I.B.A., and 
Mr. Arthur John Hope, F.R.I.B.A., of Belton, 
having been appointed assessors in the competi- 
tion for the new public school buildings for 
boys and girls, proposed to be erected for the 
Bolton School in Bolton, and having examined 
the forty-eight designs submitted in accordance 
with the conditions and instructions to be 
observed by competing architects, and, after 
consultation with the Trustees and Lord 
Leverhulme, advising them upon the relative 
merits of the designs submitted and obtaining 
their approval, have made their awards as 
follows :—Ist premium 250 guineas, Design 
No. 13; 2nd premium 150 guineas, Design 
No. 38; 3rd premium 100 guineas, Design No, 
9. Tho Design placed 4th is No. 32. 

The authors of the designs are as follows :— 

No. 13. Mr. Charles T. Adshead, A.R.I.B.A., 
33, Princess-street, Manchester. 

No. 38. Mr. Horace Field, F.R.E.B.A., and 
Mr. H. Dighton Pearson, F.R.I.B.A., 59 
Berners-street, London, W. 1. 

No. 9. Mr. Arnold Mitchell, F.R.I.B.A., 
17, Hanover-square, London, W., and Mr. 
James A, Swan, F.R.I.B.A., Daimler House, 
Paradise-street, Birmingham. 

No. 32. Mr. Percy 8. Worthington, M.A., 
F.R.L.B.A., and Mr. Francis Jones, F.R.I.B.A., 
175, Oxford-road, Manchester. 

All the designs have been exhibited in the 
Gallery at the Albert Hall, within the Town 
Hall at Bolton, from Tuesday, February 11th 
to Saturday, February 15th. 


Proposed Lay-Out Scheme for Housing, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 


We take the following from the instructions 
and conditions to architects in this competition:— 

The Housing Committee of the City Council 
invite architects to submit designs for the 
laying-out of lands belonging to the Council 
for the purpose of housing and situate in 
Miller’s-lane, Scrogg-road, and Welbeck-road, 
Walker,. for the erection of houses for the 
working-classes. 

The Committee will appoint a Fellow of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects as their 
assessor, to advise them on the relative merits 
of the designs submitted and to recommend 
to the Coun: il designs for acceptance. 

The Committee do not bind themselves to 
accept or appoint the author of the design 
placed first by the assessor, nor any of the 
authors of the premiated designs. A premium 
of £100 » ill be paid by the Council for the 
design which is placed first in order of merit 
by the assessor, and further premiums of £50 
and £25 respectively will be paid for thoge 
which are placed by the assessor second and 
third in order of merit. All the premiated 
designs will become the absolute property 
of the Coun:il. The premium awarded to the 
successful competitor shall, in the event of 
his being engaged by the Counvil to superintend 
the carrying out of the proposed scheme, be 
forfeited and shall merge into the commission 
which will be paid for his services. 

The competitor need not submit any estimate 
of costs of the scheme. Competitors must be 
prepared to satisfy the assessor that they are 
the bona jde authors of the designs submitted 
by them. 

An envelope will be issued to each competitor 
by th: Committe’, which shall contain his 
name_and address, and shall be delivered to 
the (Coun il by the competitor sealed along 

with the design, and no design will be 
admitted that is not accompanied by this 
official envelope. No handwriting, signature, or 
mark of any kind by ~ hich a competitor may 
be identified shall appear upon any documents 
except within the envelope supplied; and 
all words must be typed or printed. 

Each set of designs with the envelope con- 
taining the name and address of the Com- 


petitor shall be endorsed “‘ Laying-Out Scheme 
walker,” and shall be addressed to the Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, and 
be delivered free of cost not later than twelve 
o’clock noon on the first day of May, 1919 
after which no drawing will be received as part 
of this competition, ag 

Any questions as to the competition must 
be written in duplicate, and must be written 
on forms to be supplied by the Committee, and 
such questions must be addressed to the Town 
Clerk, Town Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, and 
must be delivered not later than the Ist day 
of March, 1919. A tabulated copy of the 
questions asked by competitors, together. with 
the replies thereto, will be sent to each com- 
petitor as soon as possible, and such list of 
questions and answers will form part of the 
conditions of the competition. 

Should any competitor whose design is 
accepted be employed to superintend the carrying 
out of the scheme, he will be required to enter 
into an agreement with the Council as to the 
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terms of his engagement, which shall include 
these and such other reasonable conditions ag 
may be deemed necessary or ailv sab'e to the 
Counci. In any such event any premium 
which may have been paid to the competitor 
so employed shall merge in and form part of the 
remuneration for his services. 

The plans shall provide for an average of 
12 self-contained ‘houses to the gross acre, and 
where flats are included, not more than 15 
holdings to any one acre, in the proportion of 
12 three-roomed houses, 40 four-roomed. houses, 
30 five-roomed houses, and 12. six-roomed 
houses for each hundred ouses built, and a 
few dwellings on the flat principle, not exceeding 
6 houses or 12 holdings. No flat shall contain 
less than three rooms. No house shall be more 
than two stories in height, and every house 
or dwelling must have a bath with hot and cold 
water, and also a separate w.c., scullery, and 
pantry. The houses shall be semi-detached or, 
if in terraces, such terraces shall preferably not 
contain more than six houses. 

Drawings must be submitted as follows :— 
A block plan to a scale of +,,5th, and, in addi- 
tion, block plans of the difierent sections to a 
scale of ;};th. The houses shall be shown 
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on all plans and coloured as follows: Three- 
roomed red, four-roomed blue, five-roomed 
purple, and six-toomed burnt sienna. The 
-_ tobe shown by hatching in black. Roads, 
., light sepia ; open spa 68, grass, &c., green. 
ry sc Jhedule of the total number of houses of 
each size provided shall be shown. Drainage 
to the street must be shown. 
*{No ‘mention is made of how elevations are to 
be finished or whether perspectives are required. ] 


Worcester. 
The City Council have decided to invite 
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competitive plans for laying-out the Northwick 
Park site, which they are acquiring as a site 
for the erection of houses for the working 
classes. 


Wombwell Housing Scheme. 

Mr. Arthur Keen, F.R.I.B.A., the assessor 
in this competition, has just made the following 
awards :— 

lst.—£50. 
well. 
2nd.—£30. 
dersfield. 


D. H. Roberts, M.S.A., Womb- 


Messrs. Culley & Morris, Hud- 
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3rd.—£10. Messrs. Pennington & White- 
head, Castleford. 

Jump and Hemingfield Scheme. 
ist.—£20. Messrs. Culley & Morris, Hud- 
dersfield. 

2nd.—£10. D. H. Roberts, M.S 
well. — — 

Mr. ID. H. Roberts has been appointed to 
carry out the Wombwell Scheme—about 300 
houses ; and Messrs. Culle »y & Morris appointed 
to carry out the Hemingfield Scheme—about 
50 houses. 


S.A., Womb- 
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Proposed New Public School Buildings, Bolton. 
SECOND PREMIATED Desicn, By Mr. Horacé Fievp, F.RsI1.B.A., 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 


New Buildings for the Bolton School. 
Forty-z1GutT sets of drawings were submitted 
in the Bolton School Competition, under the 

rovisions of the Lord Leverhulme Trust. The 
hee premiums were awarded in the following 
order: Ist, Mr. C. T. Adshead, of Manchester ; 
2nd, Messrs. Horace Field & H. D. Pearson, of 
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DresicGn BY Mr. ARNOLD MITCHELL AND Mr. 
J. A. Swan. 
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London ; 3rd, Mr. Arnold Mitchell, of London, 
and Mr. J. A. Swan, of Birmingham ; 4th, Mr. 
Percy Worthington and Mr. Francis Jones of Man- 
chester. Many of the designs submitted show 
considerable merit, but the assessors (Messrs. 
Bradshaw Gass and Hope) have undoubtedly 
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Desicn By Mr. P. S. WoRTHINGTON AND 
Mr. Francis JONES. 


made the right decision in placing Mr. Ads- 
head’s design first. The quiet dignity of his 
design is the first impression p oduced by 
the scheme he submis. The planning is 
arranged in a compact and convenient manner. { 
By making the right of way which ran across 








the site, dividing it completely in half, a special 
feature in the design, he has satisfactorily 
solved a difficulty which has obviously proved 
a great hindrance to other competitors. 
Messrs. Horace Field & H. Dighton Pearson, 
the winners of the second premium, have, in 
their planning, followed closer upon the lines 
suggested by the promoters of the competition 
aS shown in the block plan supplied to each 
contributor. The elevations are dignified and 
simple in conception and somewhat after the 
character of the first premiated design. 


The third premium is given to Mr. Arnold - 


Mitchell, of London, W.C., and Mr. J. A. Swan, 
of Birmingham, for a scheme which has many 
good qualities. ‘The corridors, which are so 
apparent in all of the other schemes, have in 
this design, been avoided. 





Sir Aston Webb’s Drawings. 

We are enabled this week to illustrate some- 
thing of Sir Aston Webb’s ability as a water- 
colour artist. He is not only an expressive 
architectural draughtsman in pencil, pen and 
colour, but has also made numerous charming 
water-colour drawings of varied subjects. He 
has therefore enjoyed the pleasures of the 
pencil and the brush with the best of his fellows, 





MEETINGS. 


Fripay, February 14. 

The Town-Plann:ng Institute ‘(at Surveyors’ 
Institution, 12, St. George’s-street, S.W.1).— 
Discussion on Draft Bill of proposed Housing 
and Transport Authority Bill, to be explained 
by Mr. Rees Jeffreys. 6 p.m. 


Monpay, February 17. 

Royal Institute of British Architects.—Mr. 
H. T. Buckland on “ Factory Bi ildings—with 
Special Reference to the Welfare Worker.” 

The Royal Society of Arts.—Dr. J. A. Fleming, 
M.A., F.R.S., on “ Scientific Problems of 
Electric Wave ‘Telegraphy” ‘(Lecture II.) 
4.30 p.m. 

The Institut'‘on of Sanitary Engineers (Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, S.W.).—Presidential address. 
7.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, February 19. 

The Provident Institution of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works.—7 p.m. 

The L.C.C. School of Building, Ferndale-road, 
Clapham, S.W.4.—Professor Beresford Pite, 
M.A., F.R.1.B.A., on “ The History of Renais- 
sance Architecture in Italy, France and Eng- 
land.” 7.30 p.m. 

—_—-—— 0 2 
Homes of the Poor. 

In a letter to the Daily Telegraph recently, 
Mr. Cyril A. W. Robins, writing from Emworth, 
Hants, says :—‘ At last the ‘ rookeries’ of 
England are doomed, and not a moment 
too soon. More than thirty years ago my 
father (the late Rev. Arthur Robins), then 
rector of Holy Trinity, Windsor, and chaplain 
to Her Majesty the late Queen Victoria, was 
engaged in fighting a strenuous battle to obtain 
better housing forthe working classes. For years 
my father contended through the Press and on 





. the platform that it was a fearful evil of untold 


magnitude. He fought the matter locally, for 
he was rector of a parish which possessed ‘ slum 
property.’ He stood up bravely against 
jealousies and animosity. The Builder and 
Lancet journals came to his aid, and fought side 
by side with him, and after he had been 
threatened with personal violence, and even 
burned in effi y because h: had spoken the 
unpalatable truth, the Local Government 
Board sent :down a special inquiry, and in 
their report vi dicated ali my father’s state- 
me.ts, whereupon . etter conditions resulted.’» 


Competition in Trade Mark Designs. 

In reference to the particulars of the competi- 
tion for a trade mark design which we gave 
in our last issue (p. 132), the address of the 
promoters, Messrs. Robert Ingham, Clark & 
Co., Ltd., which was inadvertently omitted, 
is West Ham Abbey, E., from whom further 
information can be obtained. 
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EXHIBITIONS OF THE WEEK. 


Exhibition of Rare Old Aquatints at Walker's 
Galleries. 

At the present moment it so happens that 
there are a number of most interesting exhilhi- 
tions, dealing more or less directly with old 
London, in the London publi: galleries. Wo 
had occasion last week to noti:e the fine set of 
coloured lithographs now on exhibition at the 
Guildhall. At the Burlington Fine Arts Club 
there was placed on view (bv special invitation; 
last month a very choi-e col'ection of drawings 
of Old London by Sandby, T. Girtin, S. Scott, 
J. M. W. Turner, R. Wilson, Rowlandson, and 
even the Venetian Canaletto, which is still open 
to visitors, and of such exceptional topographical 
and artistic interest that we hope to give these 
drawings a special notice in a later issue. 

This week we propose to dis-uss the collection 
of rare old aquatints now displayed at Walker’s 
Galleries in New Bond street, and which, apart 
from a very few political plates and _ figure 
studies, may be divided under the headings of 
views of London and the English countryside, 
the exploits of our Army in the great Napoleonic 
wars, and of our Navy under Nelson’s leadership 
during the same period. 

Aquatint engraving derives its name from 
the aquafortis or nitric a id employed upon the 
plate, and is sunposed to have been invented 
early in the eighteenth century by Jean Baptiste 
Le Prince, who was a punil of the famous French 
painter, Francois Boucher. After the produc- 
tion of his first plate, about 1750 the engraver 
Le Prince seems to have sold his English rights 
in this method to Greville, the protector of the 
beautiful Emma Hart, afterwards Lady Hamil- 
ton, who in his turn handed them over to the 
artist Paul Sandby. Sandby was producing 
aquatints as early as 1775, and the next fifty 
years, from about 1780-1830, saw the art reach 
its perfection and decay. During this period 
the great French engravers, Debucourt, Des- 
courtis, and others, produced plates of extra- 
ordinary beauty and charm, depicting intimately 
the life of the ancien’ régime in France. At the 
same time in England there was, during the 
later Georgian epoch, a flourishing school of 
aquatint engravers which was largely concerned 
with book illustration, and we shall now study 
some examples of their work within the present 
exhibition. 

Let us take first Paul Sandby’s view of the 
‘** Castle of Naples” and Dubourg’s finely 
vigorous battle pieces, of which “‘ Taking a 
French Eagle at Barrossa” and “ The French 
Army in Retreat in Russia ” are good examples. 
The “ Contrast ; or, Things as They Are,” by 
Humphrey, is an anti-Jacobin print of con- 
siderable political interest. We see the British 
Constitution with its basis of ‘‘ Democracy, the 
Happiness of the People,” safeguarded by our 
battleships and frigates at anchor; while as a 
contrast we see a gallows bearing the names of 
Robespierre, Marat, and Santerre, with as its 
basis ‘“‘ Despotism’’—a forecast which the 
excesses of the French Revolution were soon to 
verify. 

Among the English views we may take 
Alken’s “ Cuckfield,” showing the High-street 
and church of that delightful Sussex village, and 
Havell’s “* Island on the Thames near Oxford,” 
with his“ Clifden” (now Clevedon), “ Spring and 
Woods near Maidenhead,” as examples of the 
beautiful softness attained by this process, But 
these last are excelled in our judgment by W. 
Bennett’s ““ View of Southwark Bridge,” which 
is admirable both in its treatment of the fore- 
ground, andstill more of the clouds and sky. 
We imagine that it would not be too much to say 
that coloured aquatint is a lost art, in the sense 
that no modern example could hope to ‘reach 
such exquisite delicacy. Of course, in many 
others we get a coarser handling, as for instance, 
in many of the naval exploits and sporting 
subjects; and here we cannot refrain from 
briefly noting a print which is not in the cata- 
logue—as it has been recently added—and 
which bears as its title “ Plate of the Loco- 
motive Engine and Train, dedicated to the 
Proprietors of the Birmingham and Liverpoo! 
Railway.” 
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RECONSTRUCTION IN THE ARCHITECTURAL 
PROFESSION— VI. 


UNITY AND CONCLUSION. 


By Hersert H. WicGLesworrn, F.R.I.B.A., and H. M. Frercner, F.R.LB.A., 
President of the Architectural Association. 


In the preceding article, it may be 
objected, we have proposed to call into 
existence a new body with no very 
clearly defined permanent object and 
no very clearly defined powers. What 
is the use of making so much disturbance 
about so little? The co-ordination of 
existing societies is only one job, and 
when that was done, your po council 
would be left to twiddle its thumbs for 
want of something to do. 

To this we would reply that such co- 
ordination and definition of functions 
is not a Sapeny job. Even if it 
were, it would be a long one. Co- 
ordination for the comparatively simple 
purposes of war work is an easy matter ; 
co-ordination for the multifarious activi- 
ties of peace is a difficult and complic_ted 
task, and can be done without ex- 
cessive friction only by a_ superior 
body on which the parallel societies are 
represented. To compaie small things 
with great, the nations of the world, 
desiring a harmony hitherto unknown 
in their relations with each other, have 
found it necessa:y to set up a contiolling 
authority hitherto unknown, in_ the 
shape of the L2ague of Nations. The 
comparison is not so irrelevantly out of 
scale as it may seem at first sight; the 
principle is precisely the same in both 
cases, and is iba to be put into practice 
more and more in affairs of all sorts. 
There are sceptics, of course, concerning 
the League of Nations; but we believe 
that the common sense of mankind regards 
the object as desirable, the method of 
attaining it the only practical method, 
and therefore to be strenuously supported, 
and we trust that the common sense of 
architects will take a sim lar. view of 
architectural unity. There are those 
who would end the difficulties of nation- 
ality by dissolving nationalities and 
cleating one vast wo1ld-state; it may 
be that their ideal is a right one, and 
that the League of Nations itself will 
bring it about in the end. But the 
inevitable result of attempting to realise 
it at once would be chaos. So, too, with 
our own lesser concerns. 

We have said that we do not 
believe the work of co-ordination would 

etempoiary. After the first settlement 
had been made, there would still be cases 
constantly arising to modify its applica- 
tion, cases, for instance, where the author- 
ity controlling benevolence might be 
at variance with the authority controlling 
education, and the decision of a higher 
authority would be required. The mere 
existence of a court of appeal will often 
cause men to settle questions in accord- 
ance with its probable decisions without 
its powers being called into action ; 
where there is no such court the only 
appeal is to a trial of strength. 
_Moreover, we are far from thinking 
that this co-ordination task would be 
the only business of sucha council. The 
war proved the necd of it; the desire, 
of professional unity, now wide-spread, 
proves the need of it ; and_other occasions 


not vet foreseen will arise to prove the 
need of it. There is little doubt that, 
as architects become accustomed to 
turn to it for guidance and the solution 
of thorny professional problems, they 
would more and more feel how it would 
tend to harmony in the architectural world. 

As to powers and constitution, they 
should above all be flexible and not too 
closely defined. A body that is to deal 
with all kinds of questions, architectural, 
artistic, business problems as they arise. 
should not be hampered by the legal 
restrictions of a too rigid constitution, 
Again to compare small things with 
great, in how many ways has not the 
progress of the United States been 
blocked by the cast-iron enactments of 
the Fathers of the Republic? Such a 
body should be able to incorporate at 
need by means of ad hoc committees 
the best opinion available on any given 
subject. Architecture is in the widest 
sense the art of design; wherever design 
comes in, architecture is concerned, and 
such a council as we propose, if left free 
to develop naturally, might well aim 
at a greater synthesis than that of the 
profession. Nothing that touches build- 
ing and design in the largest sense 
should be outside its scope, and by means 
of representation it should at last form 
the means of comm nication between 
all the scattered bodies that work in 
different directions toward; the same end. 
To take a few instances, so widely 
separated that their very inclusion in 
one list may at first seem absurdly 
violent, there are the Town-Planning 
Institute, the London Society, the Art 
Workers’ Guild, the Arts and Crafts 
Society, the Architects’ Benevolent 
Society, the Master Builders’ Association, 
and the Building Trades Unions Yet 
they are all interested in architecture 
and architects, and architecture and 
architects in them. Can it be doubted 
that they and we should all gain if chosen 
men from these bodies were brought 
together to know each other’s personality 
and aims. 

This, it mav be said,is a visionary 

rogramme. We do not think s0; 
but at any rate professional unity is 
not a visionary matter, 1t 1s a crying 
need, and the satisfaction of that need, 
as we believe, calls for a council to 
represent the entire profession. 

Before we leave the topic of re- 
construction, a few. words on a minor 
matter. The Government ee on 
housing call for panels of architects to 
be formed all over the country, con- 
sisting of men skilled in this particular 
work. The idea arose doubtless from 
the panels of doctors formed under 
the Insurance Act. Has anything been 
done to further this scheme? Architects 
are demanding everywhere to be em- 

loyed on the work, but unless the hint 
is taken there is a risk that the Govern- 
ment will say “ We asked you to form 
these panels; you have not done so; 
we must go elsewhere.” It is not an 
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easy thing to do, but the alternative 
is departmental architecture. How to 
set about it? The scheme that first 
presents itself is probably some system 
of selection and nomination by the 
presidents and councils of local societies. 
This would be simple enough, but it 
puts a strain on human nature too heavy 
to be borne. The only workable alter- 
native would seem to be the inclusion 
on the panel, if he wished its of ever 
man in the locality who has done ae! 4 
of the kind required. This would throw 
the duty of selection on to the building 
authority ; but such selection is in the 
last resort their duty, and it would give 
them something tangible and limited 
to start from. The subject is difficult, 
and it may well be that better methods 
could be suggested; but time presses, 
if we are to show the Government that 
we have done our best to fulfil their 
demands. 

The times are out of joint, and that, 
materially, is bad for everybody, and 
especially bad for architects, who depend 
for. their employment upon stable 
economic conditions. We cannot expect 
the old conditions to return, and the 
new social order, when it is established, 
will be on very different foundations 
from the old. If we, as a professién, 
are to retain and to strengthen the 
confidence of the community in the 
services we are able to render we must. 
think out the weak points in our position 
and be ready to adapt ourselves at short 
notice to radical changes as they come 
about. The time of forced inaction 
will not be wholly a misfortune if it is 
so spent, but there is work for the best 
brains among us in looking ahead. The 
scope of architecture is so wide that it 
is not possible for any one man to be 
equally well equipped for the whole. 
In co-operation and mutual help lies 
the solution. To some of the finest 
designers the business side of thair work 
is a perpetual stumbling-block. When 
they are young their enthusiasm for 
design blinds them to its essential im- 

ortance, Early training, such as is 

ardly to be found at the present day, 
would equip them to face this difficulty ; 
those to whom it is finally insurmount- 
able, if they are to take the place to 
which their gifts entitle them, must 
look to co-operation with those whose 
interests lie in that side of their work. 

In conclusion, we see no reason to 
fear the future for architects when the 
present discontents are overpast. If they 
are true to their ideals they will always 
stand for quality in design, materials and 
workmanship. The epoch that is passing 
has been largely under the control of 
commercial men ; every architect knows 
how difficult it has been to arouse them 
to appreciation of such quality. The 
epoch that is coming will be, by all 
indications, more and more under the 
control o: manual workers, whose liveli- 
hood depends on workmanship, whose 
familiar bese: is the manipulation of 
materials. ‘Thus they are naturally 
equipped to o——— quality in these ; 
to care for quality in design is an easier 


* step for a workman than ‘for one who 


spends his days in bills of lading or 
high finance. Education, education, and 
again education of ourselves and of the 
public is the foremost of all our needs. 





DEPARTMENTAL 
ARCHITECTURE. 


Srr,—lI have read the article on Depart- 
mental Architecture, by Messrs. Wiggles: 
worth and Fletcher, in. the Builder for 
Jganuary 31, with some disappointment, 
and while regretting its tone, cannot 
understand why architects seldom seem 
to be able to refer to one another except 
in a critical and unkindly spirit. I have 
ceased to be a departmental architect 
and, therefore, have no particular axe 
to grind in supporting that phase of 
employment as compared with any other, 
and at a time when so much has, been 
said about unity in the profession it 
seems unfortunate that attacks upon 
any of its membets should be made, as 
in this case. While I was the principal 
architect of the Office of Works, it was 
my aim to support the Institute by 
selecting coadjutors who were members 
of that body, and if their works are 
examined without prejudice they will 
certainly be regard d as above the 
average. The remarks made in the 
article are vague and offer little basis for 
definite replies. However, reference is 
made to the new War Office and the 
Local Government Board, &c., offices— 
soMewhat unfortunate examples to be 
adduced in support of the writers’ argu- 
ments. Both of these were designed b 
gentlemen whose names were submitted, 
with others, for the consideration of the 
First Commission ; unfortunately they 
both died at the commencement of the 
work, but the “ Department” was in no 
way answerable for the architecture of 
the War Office as it now exists. What 
remaincd undone at the time of Mr. 
Young’s death was carried out under 
the direction of his son, Mr. Clyde Young, 
and Sir John Taylor’s action was chiefly 
if not entirely confined to the financial 
aspect of the matter. As regards the 
Local Government Board, no external 
alterations were made from Mr. Bryd sn’s 
designs without the criticism and sanction 
of an advisory committee, of which Sir 
Aston Webb and the President of the 
Institute for the time were members. 
Beyond this I do not wish to say anything 
but simply to repeat the suggestion in the 
article: “ Have a look at the buildings.” 

With regard to the old General Post 
Office, it had become entirely obsolete 
and incapable of adaptation to the needs 
of the present time, and it had, therefore, 
to make way for a building more suitable 
for present day requirements. It is to 
be hoped that the new building to be 
erected may be worthy of the purpose 
and the site which it will occupy. 

The writers advocate the employment 
of architects in private practice, and go 
on to say that they may make mistakes, 
but it is the business of the Departmental 
architect to watch over them and to see 
that they do not. The Department is, 
therefore, to become the scapegoat and 
to take all the kicks but none of the 
half-pence; there is certainly nothing 
in this proposition to recommend it to the 
Departmental architect, whois quite as 
keen in his work as his outside brethren. 

The business of the Treasury is to 
prevent waste if it can, and it is not 
very easy to do this. The endvavour, 





however, should not be objected to, but 
economy should not take the form of 
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non-anticipation of future requirements, 
due allowance being made for expansion. 

The final suggestion of the R.I.B.A. as 
a professional advisory body, is not one 
that will commend itself to the majority 
of the profession, and would only add 
another obstruction to the many already 
existing in the path of the architect, and 
of which he makes much complaint. 

In conclusion, permit me to recom- 
mend a more generous appreciation of 
one another’s work by architects. whether 
they be in private practice or in some 
Department working for a sala1ry, and 
I can certainly bear witness to the 
ungrudging service given by those men 
in responsible positions. Many of them 
are members of the R.I.B.A., and should 
meet with the support of that ra or 
they should not be accepted as members 
If the profession wishes to prosper, it 
can only be done by all working and 
combining together and supporting one 
another. Henry TANNER. 


—_——_?—>—_ o —__- ——_ 


BOOKS. 


Bro'en on the Wheel: a Lancashire Romance. 
By G. H. Witiovensy, F.R.I.B.A., M.S8.P., 
L.A.A. Printed for the author by Marsden 
& Co., Ltd., Carr-street, Blackfriars, Manches- 
ter. 

THE author of this work is a well-known 
Manchester architect, who appears to have 
devoted some part of his enforced leisure during 
the war to the production of a novel, which 
has consideralle merit, though not without 
some irritating faults. The title is misleading, 
and re‘ers to an inv-ident in the life of the hero, 
where he loses a bicycle race when in sight of 
the winning-post by a malicious tampering with 
his wheel, which almost ends his career, but 
from which he recovers and which eventually 
leads to his life’s happiness. 

The author shows a keen insight into Lan- 
cashire character and knowledge of Lancashire 
life and mode of thought, but becomes tedious 
in too much description and explanation to 
“the gentle reader.” Otherwise the wérk is 
quite readable and holds one’s interest to the 
end. We would say to the author, Write again 
but allow your characters to unfold themselves ; 
leave more to the imagination of that same 
‘“* gentle reader.” 

A list of some 600 subscribers is given at the 
end of the book, including the names of many 
well-known architects and men of aflairs, and 
the work will, no doubt, be widely and sym- 
pathetically read. 





Reinforced Concrete. Theory and Practice. By 
Freperick Rrnes, U.S.A. London: B. 'f. 
Batsford, Ltd. Price, 10s. 6d. net. 

Thisis the second edition of the work, the first 
being published in 1910, and owing to the rapid 
progress that has been made during recent: years 
in reinforced concrete work, the volume has been 
extended and revised to bring the matter up to 
date. The regulations of the London County 
Council have been included by the author, and 
the calculations generally have been brought 


into line with these. 
Many of the errors which occurred in the 


" previous edition have been eliminated, and we 


consider that the present volume is in every way 
an improvement. 

The practical and theoretical portions of the 
subject are dealt with, and many useful tables 
are given, together with worked examples 
showing the application of the formulae. 

Two ready reckoners are included, one of these 
dealing with ordinary slabs and beams, and the 
other with Tee beams. It is a great disad- 
vantage that these are pasted inside the covers, 
as the irregularities caused by the intersection ot 
the cover and the pages render their use difficult. 
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H.M, OFFICE OF WORKS AND 
HOUSING SCHEMES. 


THE POSITION OF THE PRACTISING 
ARCHITECT. 


In view of the impression prevailing amongst 
many architects that H.M. Office of Works 
is undertaking much architectural work which 
would otherwise be placed in the hands of 
practising architects and that it is endeavouring 
to obtain control of, Government housing 
schemes and the carrying out of the archi- 
tectural work connected therewith, a deputation 
from the Council of the Society of Architects 
resently waited upon the Right Hon. Sir 
Alfred Mond, M.P., First Commissioner of 
Works, in order to place before him the Society's 
views on the subject. 

The deputation consisted of the President, 
Mr. Edwin J. Sadgrove; the Senior Vice- 
President, Mr. A. Alban H. Scott; Mr. C. T. 
Ruthen, Member of Council; and the Hon. 
Secretary, Mr. Noel D. Sheffield; and was 
introduced to Sir Alfred Mond by Mr. Ruthen. 

The President pointed out that practising 
architects had been very badly hit by the war, 
and the Society hoped that the Government 
housing schemes would enable many of these 
architects, including those at present tem- 
porarily employed in H.M. Office of Works, 
to re-establish themselves in private practice. 
The Society held that the proper persons to 
be entrusted with the lay-out of housing schemes 
and the design and supervision of the buildings 
were the competent architects in the various 
districts, who understood the possibilities of 
utilising local materials and resources to the 
best advantage and the necessity of preserving 
local amenities and traditions. Several Govern- 
ment Housing Committees had already made 
strong recommendations that Local Authorities 
should place their housing schemes in the hands 
of competent architects, but if H.M. Office of 
Works was permitted to carry out the archi- 
tectural work it would prevent many indepen- 
dent practising architects from being employed 
thereon. The Society was aware that H.M. 
Office of Works had designed and carried out 
extensive housing schemes during the last 
few years, but it had not felt justified in pro- 
testing at the time, as it held that the Govern- 
ment should have a free hand during the war. 
Now that the situation had changed, the Society 
asked for an assurance that it was not the 
intention of H.M. Office of Works either to 
continue to undertake work which, in the 
opinion of the Society, should, in the best 
interests of the community, be placed in the 
hands of independent architects, or to extend 
its scope and operations in connection with the 
Government housing s-hemes. The President 
drew attention to a newspaper article which 
supported the claim of H.M. Office of Works 
to control the Government. housing schemes, 
but the Society urged that the control of 
those schemes should continue to be exercised 
by the Local Government Board. 

Sir Alfred Mond, replying to the deputation, 
expressed himself in sympathy with the position 
in which architects found themselves as a result 
of the war. H.M. Office of Works had to carry 
out the instructions of other Government 
Departments, and he did not believe that it 
was its intention to seek powers to design and 
carry out housing schemes, although if Local 
Authorities exhibited undue lethargy in dealing 
with the problem the Government might 
compel H.M. Office of Works to undertake the 
work. On the question of control, Sir Alfred 
Mond did not know who had inspired the 
newspaper article, but he thought that H.M. 
Office of Works was better qualified than any 
other Government Department to examine and 
advise on housing schemes submitted by Local 
Authorities. The housing question was a very 
wide one and required to be approached in 4 
broad-minded manner. The Society might rest 
assured that its representations would recciv® 
careful and sympathetic consideration. 
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FRANCE’ AS FACILITATING STREET 


IMPROVEMENTS. * 





Tue necessity for rapid execution of improve- 
ments, to meet the demands of a busy and 
wealthy city, led to the application of powers 
granted by the Loi d’ Expropriation pour cause de 
PUtilite Publique of May 3, 1841, and provides 
for the immediate acquisition of property, by 
municipal or other bodies required for varying 
purposes, such as sites for new public buildings, 
monuments, streets, railways, &c., as well as of 
property required for the sanitary improvement 
of a district. In order to secure the rights of the 
individual, three operations of great importance 
are necessary to effect expropriation :— 


1. “The Declaration of Public Utility,” by 
the State. 

2. “The Judgment of Expropriation,” by a 
Court of Justice. 

3. “ The Award of Compensation,” by a Jury. 


Plans having been prepared, in accordance 
with certain general instructions, to fully 
demonstrate the scheme and the relation of the 
proposed works to existing streets and public 
buildings, an enquiry (enquéte préliminaire) is 
held at the Mairie of the arrondissement in which 
the property to be acquired is situate. This 
enquiry is announced by placards posted 
throughout the arrondissement, as well as by 
advertisements in the local newspapers, and for 
fifteen days the plan is exhibited, in order that 
the residents, and others interested, may 
examine it and record their observations in 
writing. For three additional days a Com- 
missaire-enquéteur, or agent appointed by the 
Prefect, attends at the Mairie to record all verbal 
observations made to him with regard to the 
scheme. These observations may relate either 
to the questionable necessity for the work, or 
to the efficiency of the plan proposed. The 
Commissaire-enquéteur also furnishes a full 
report giving his own opinion on the scheme, 
which is forwarded, together with all other 
documents, to the Town Council; and, should 
it be determined to modify the scheme in 
accordance with suggestions offered, a revised 
plan is exhibited. The plan and reports are 
then submitted by the Prefect of the “ Départe- 
ment,” with his observations, to the Ministry of 
the Interior, where the project is examined in 
the Office of the Voirie, which controls the whole 
of the thoroughfares of France; if approved, 
the documents. are submitted to the Conseil 
@’ Etat, and the scheme becomes effective by the 
signature of the Chief of the State to a declaration 
of its “ public utility.” 


Exhibition of Plans and Compensation. 


The succeeding stage of the procedure is the 
“ judgment of expropriation,” which can only be 
pronounced by the High Court of Justice, after 
being assured that provision is made for adequate 
compensation to all whose property and 
rights are to be acquired on the ground of 
“ public utility.” A second enquiry is held 
which is publily announced like the first, and 
extends over eight days, during which time a 
plan parcellaire is exhibited. This plan, with 


certain additions, is the same as the former, all © 


the properties to be acquired being numbered 
consecutively, with a list attached, giving the 
names of the several owners, copied from the 
matrice cadestrale, or official register of property 
together with the tenants reported by the 
Commissaires-voyers as having claims to com- 
pensation. A general description is given of each 
property, with its area and the character of 
building upon it. This enquiry permits the 
notification of any interests which may have 
been overlooked, and the correction of any 
errors in the description of the property. The 
High Court thereupon pronounces “ expropria- 
tion” ; and, in the case of municipal improve- 
ments, a decree of cessibility by the Prefect 
renders the occupants of the property “‘ J'enants- 
at-will” of the municipality. The judgment of 
the Court is made public by advertisement, and 
claimants for compensation must at once ¢com- 


municate with the municipal authorities or other 
body for whom the expropriation is effécted. 
Should the offers of the promoters not be 
accepted within eight days, application is made 
to the Court for the appointment of a jury to 
settle the claims for compensation. 


Jury. 


The Jury of Expropriation, constituted simi- 
leriy to that in criminal cases, consists of twelve 
persons, whose qualifications are that thev have 
reavhed thirty years of age and are entitled to 
vote in Parliamentary elections. The Court 
transmits to the promoters through the Prefect 
of the Department a list of sixteen jurymen 
and four supernumeraries, whose names are in 
turn communicated to the claimant. Both 
promoters and claimants respectively have the 
right of cancelling two names in the list, and the 
jury will consist of the first twelve persons 
remaining. A magistrat-directeur (being a Judge 
of the Civil Tribunal) conducts the deliberations; 
documents are laid before the jury, and witnesses 
are examined. The properties are inspected, 
decision being by the votes of the majority, and 
costs are taxed by the Magistrat-directeur. The 
awards are in the form of a report justifying the 
valution and are binding on both parties, unless 
notice of appeal to the High Court be given 
within fifteen days ; the jury not being dismissed 
until all claims are settled in conneztion with 
any one scheme. 

An Act of April 13, 1850, provides that in 
every Commune (where deemed ne-zessary) the 
Town Council may nominate a commission to 
investigate and determine measures requisite 
for the sanitation of dwellings the condition of 
which is injurious to the life and health of the 
occupants. The commission originally con- 
sisted of not more than nine, nor less than five, 
persons; but the number has since been raised, 
and among them must be a medical man and an 
architect or other scientist (homme d’art) selected 
from outside the Commune. The Mayor or his 
deputy presides, and the commission is renewed 
every two years by one-third of its number, 
retiring members being eligible for re-appoint- 
ment. Its members visit places notified as 
unhealthy, acquaint themselves with their con- 
dition, ascertain the causes, consider means of 
remedy, and schedule such dwellings as are, in 
their opinion, incapable of efficient sanitation. 
The reports of the Commission are deposited at 
the Mairie, and the parties interested are 
summoned to make their observations within 
an interval of a month, at the expiration of 
which the reports and observations are sub- 
mitted to the Town Council, who determine— 
(1) necessary works to be executed, and the time 
allowed for their completion ; and (2) dwellings 
incapable of sanitation. 

Appeal may be made to the Council of the 
Prefecture of the Département within a month 
of the date of the resolution of the Town Coun il ; 
and should it be recognised that the causes of 
insalubrity are dependent on the action of the 
proprietor or lessor (wsufruitier), the municipal 
authority may compel him, by police order, to 
execute the works considered necessary. Should 
the works remain unexesuted, the dwellings 
continuing in the occupation of a third party, 
the proprietor or lessor is subject to a fine, to be 
handed to the relieving-officer in the district 
(bureau-de-bienfaisance) in which the dwellings 
are situated. 

When unhealthiness results from external 
and permanent causes, or when these are only 
remediable by comprehensive works, the Com- 
mune is able to acquire the whole of the property 
comprised within the compass of the operations, 
in accordanze with the forms and after the fulfil- 
ment of the formalities prescribed by the Law of 
Expropriation of May 3, 1841. After sanitary 
measures have been eifected, surplus land is sold 
at public auction, unless the former proprietors 
claim the application of articles 60 and 61 of the 
Act before mentioned, by which they are 


entitled to the first refusal to purchase the land 
at a price determined either by private treaty . 
or, in case of disagreement, by a jury. Public 
notice, published in due form, is given of the sale 
of such land as the authorities are in a position 
to resell. Within three months of the date of 
this publication, former proprietors wishing to 
reacquire property are held to make a declara- 
tion to that effext; and within a month of the 
settlement of the price, whether by treaty or 
award of the jury, must contract to repurchase 
and pay the price; failing which they are 
subject to a loss of the privilege thus granted. 
By these powers the Quartier-Marbceuf and the 
Rue-des-Filles-Dieu in Paris were reconstructed. 
By the Act of May 25, 1864, the number of 
commissioners in towns exceeding 50,000 inhabi- 
tants was increased to twenty. In Paris there 
are thirty members, each of whom has his 
allotted district, which in some cases comprises 
the whole of an arrondissement, in othérs not 
more than one-half. A fee of about £1 is pre- 
sented to a member at each weekly meeting, in 
the form of a jeton de presence, and the appoint- 
ments are sought by doctors and other profes- 
sional men on account of the status afforded. 


(T'o be continued.) 
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‘OBITUARY. 


: Mr. | ¥. Bradford. a i” i | 
The death occurred on the 2nd inst., at 
his residence, Glenmore, Surbiton, of Mr. 
William Bradford, senior partner and founder 
of the firm of Messrs: William Bradford & Sons, 
archite:ts and consulting engineers, Carlton- 
chambers, 12, Regent-street, 8.W. Mr. Brad- 
ford, who was in his 75th year, had been chiefly 
identified with the brewing industry for upwards 
of fifty years, and there are few towns in which 
he has not left some mark of his work, most of 
his brewery buildings bearing to a marked 
degree an individuality quite his own. The 
business will be continued by the survivi 
partners, Messrs. W. Stovin Bradford & J. W, 
Bradford, who have been associated with the 
firm for a number of years. 


Mr. W. Cordrey. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
William Cordrey, of 5, St. Mildred's-road, Lee, 
Kent, on January 28th, at the age of fifty- 
eight years. Mr. William Cordrey was.a govern, 
ing director of W. H. Willcox & Co., Ltd. 
manufa:turers, merchants and shippers, 38, 
Southwark-street, London, 8.E. 1, and a partner 
of Mr. W. H. Willcox in .the original business. 
The funeral took place on the 3rd inst., at Lee 
Cemetery. 








— 
~~ 


The A chitectural Associa‘iyn of Ireland. 

At the meeting of the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, held at the Society’s rooms, Dublin- 
on the 6th inst., Mr. M. J. Burke, F.S.L, in 
the chair, Dr. P. C. Cowan, of the Local Govern- 
ment Board, delivered an address upon the 
housing question. The lecturer said that the 
housing problem, pressing before the war, was 
now of extreme urgency. The present demand 
for a larger house for the working man, fitted 
with more conveniences, combined with the 
enormous rise in the cost of materials, has 
made the problem one of the greatest com- 
plexity and difficulty. The lecturer stated 
that the lowest rent at which such houses could 
now be let was at least 4s, per week per room, 
to cover loan charges and repayment. Private 
enterprise should not be discouraged, but 
given every encouragement-in the carrying out 
of the great schemes now in embryo. The 
lecturer laid stress upon the necessity of the 
employment of competent architects. The 
present stress might be minimised by the 
improvement of old houses, At least 60 per 
cent. of the houses should have two bedrooms ; 
35 per cen. three bedrooms; and 5 per cent. 
four bedrooms. A very hearty vote of thanks, 
at the instance of Mr. T. J. Bryne, seconded by 
Mr. H, T. O’Rourke, was passed with acclamas 
tion, 
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ITS RELATION TO HOUSING SCHEMES, 





Iw the hall of the Design and Industries 
Association, 6, Queen-square, Bloomsbury, @ 
meeting was recently held to discuss the 
question of concrete and its relation to housing 
schemes. Mr. F. Anthony White (Chairman 
of the Associated Portland Cement Manu- 
facturers) presided and there was a good 


. attendance. 


The chief speaker was Dr. Oscar Faber, who 
read a paper on “ The Use of Concrete for 
Cottage Construction.” He said that the use 
of concrete for cottages was not new historically, 
although the subject had never had the promin- 
ence which it had at present.. In the past, its 
use had constituted more or less interesting 
experiments, the object being as a rule to effect 
an economy in construction in localities where 
ordinary building materials could not be 
obtained at a reasonable cost. The result was 
that concrete cottage construction hitherto had 
been used on the very plainest work only, and 
that partly accounted for the fact that the 
results in many instances had been far from 
beautiful. The special circumstances of to-day 
which justified a careful enquiry into the possibi- 
lities of concrete cottages were that on the one 


hand the demand after four years in which , 


building had been stopped had grown to an 
unprecedented degree and become a pressing 
need; and on the other hand, the supply of 
ordinary building materials had fallen to so low 
a figure as to be only about one-tenth of normal 
stocks. Having described in detail the proper- 
ties of concrete and its method of manufacture, 
either by “ wet mixing ” or“ semi-dry mixing,” 
Dr. Faber laid down the following forms of 
construction for walls suitable for cottage 
construction :—(1) 9-in. brickwork, water- 
proofed outside with really good rough-cast or 
rendering,"and plastered inside with common 
plaster; (2) ll-in. brickwork with a 2-in. 
air-space, without rough-cast and plastered 
nside with common plaster; (3) 9-in. concrete 
walls made by the semi-dry process, rough-cast 
or rendered outside and plastered inside; (4) 
a ‘double wall, consisting of 2-in. wet mixed 
concrete on the outside and of 2 in. dry mixed 
concrete on the inside plastered, with variations 
in that the inside wall might equally well 
consist of hollow tiles plastered or of plaster on 
expanded metal or even on laths. The ques- 
tion of sound resistance deserved attention 
It was undoubtedly true that solid concrete 


walls carried sound vibrations more easily than . 


walls built of soft brick in soft mortar, though a 
brick wall of hard bricks in cement mortar was 
nearly as bad. That was a very important 
question since few things were so annoying in 
smal! houses as to be forced to hear in one room 
everything that was happening in the rest of 
the house. The difficulty was best overcome 
by the construction of double-walls, both sur- 
faces of which might be quite thin, and from 
that point of view there was no doubt that a 
construction of 2-in. dense concrete on the 
outside and 2-in. porous concrete or other 
material on the inside covered with common 
plaster, would bessuperior in respect of sound 
resistance to many cottages which had been 
built in brickwork. Discussing the important 
matter of appearance, Dr, Faber said they were 
faced by a very real difficulty in that their 
standards of beauty were determined, or very 
largely so, by what they had been accustomed to; 
and while their eyes had the experience of many 
centuries of brickwork, concrete was compara- 
tively new. What was quite certain was that 
of all courses possible under the circumstances, 
none could be so objectionable as the attempted 
deceit of making concrete resemble as much as 
possible stonework of various kinds, No good 
could come of that; it was a policy of faint- 
heartedness. A perlectly legitimate treatment 
of exterior concrete surface was white or tinted 
distemper. In his opinion, nothing was so 


dignified and pleasing as a perfectly plain wall 
. Surlace with the windows carefully arranged 
and placed, and the whole surface treated with 


a white finish.* Provided that centering had 
been carefully arranged, personally .he would 
not desire to have the board marks on the 
concrete resulting therefrom hidden or oblitera- 
ted in any way. On the contrary, they would 
be made to give the work a certain character 
which might add to its appearance, and that 
treatment was obviously the most honest one 
and would, he believed, in time, be found to 
be most pleasing to the eye when it was trained. 
Proceeding to refer to the question of standard- 
isation, Dr. Faber said it was important that 
windows and doors should be severely standard- 
ised, and it. was most desirable that the standard 
sizes should be so chosen as to fit in conveniently 
with the standard size of conerete blocks, 
which might now be taken to be either 16 ins. 
or 32 ins. long. That reduced the cutting of 
special blocks to a minimum and _ need 
not involve any loss of accommodation 
or appearance in the hands of a capable 
architect. It had been shown most conclu- 
sively in the war that shells costing 30s. to manu- 
facture in small quantities could be made for 15s. 
on a large scale, and exactly the same applied to 
the construction of windows, doors, and small 
fittings, if those could be severely standardised. 
The same applied very largely to cottages as a 
whole. He did not, of course, mean to suggest 
that there should only be one plan of a concrete 
cottage which should receive the sanction of the 
Government and be erected everywhere. That 
would be ridiculous. Nevertheless, having 
regard to the cost of the moulds and the very 
great saving in effért and cost which the 
standardisation would effect, he did suggest that 


’ where a self-contained town or village of some 


four or five hundred houses had to. be built. in 
concrete construction, two or three types should 
be definitely settled, and a hundred or two of 
each kind constructed. The objection that 
might be raised against that was that the result 
would be monotonous. Whether that was so 
or not depended very largely on how it was done, 
Of course, to have a long, straight row of exactly 
similar cottages abutting one another, such as 
one saw in all large towns at present, was 
hideous, especially when each of those cottages 
presented some external feature indicating that 
it pretended to be a small mansion in miniature 
and that feature was produced all down the line. 
A quite different effect could be produced by a 
large number of cottages constidleg laid out in 
separate blocks at some distance from each 
other, following the natural contours of the land 
with gardens between, and arranged in such a 
manner that some stood forward more than 
others. With skilful planning of that kind, and 
provided the treatment of the cottages be kept 
as simple as possible, it was perfectly possible 
to reproduce even a single ty ottage over 
and over again without producing any feeling of 
monotony, since each house would have a 
slightly different aspect from the others and 
would be differently placed with regard to its 
neighbours, and its garden would probably be 
laid out quite differently. The saving of human 
effort involved by standardisation of that kind 
was so real a factor that certainly at the present 
time it ought not to be neglected. It might 
easily result in reducing the cost of the cottage 
from £600 to £400, or whatever the figures 
might be. A very real temptation with concrete 
construction lay in the tact that ornament 
could so easily be cast by a mould to be used 
over and over again. Herein lay a real danger 
which must be vigorously resisted. Nothing 
could be so hideous as a large number of cottages 
on which some cast ornament was repeated on 
every cottage. The essential point in the 
matter was to keep the construction as simple, 
plain and straightforward as possible. When 
that was done and deep overhanging eaves were 
provided and the lines were right, he was per- 
fectly convinced that a cottage could be re- 
peated many many times without objection. 
Jn that matter it must be remembered that the 
great bulk of the cottages one saw in this 
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country consisted of four walls with a hipped 
, roof and projecting eaves, and there was no 
reason whatever why that, simple form should 
be departed from.* The use of colour, honestly 
applied, appeared to him, however, to be per- 
fectly legitimate and he thought great things 
could be done with it. Another matter he 
would like to see considered in the future was the 
painting of designs and frescoes in cottage work, 
it being understood of course, that all wor 
should be done by hand and not repeated on any 
two cottages. He was sanguine enough to 
believe that in the hands of men of taste great 
things could. be done in that direction, legiti- 
mately, and with considerable artistic effect. 
In ‘concluding, Dr. Faber said an important 
matter was the abolition of the present re- 
strictive by-laws which prohibited construction 
which had not been sanctioned by centuries of 
use. If it could be shown that a satisfactory 
cottage could be built with walls less than 9 in. 
in thickness now that stronger materials were 
being employed, provided care was taken as to 
ventilation and heat and avoidance of sound 
and damp, he regarded it as a vexatious and 
vicious policy to prohibit such construction. As 
to how cottage construction should be under- 
taken, some engineers had made an extensive 
experimental study of concrete from every 
possible aspect, and possessed a wealth of in- 
formation concerning the properties of the 
material which ought not to be neglected. On 
the other hand, architects had a tremendous 
experience of economical and comfortable plan- 
ning and of the design of pleasing and simple 
lines and the correct placing of blocks of cot- 
tages or of isolated cottages in regard to one 
‘another. The only rational method by which 
all that experience could be used to produce the 
most perfect result, was for every individual 
architect dealing with the matter to join hands 
with an engineer experienced in that particular 
class of work. In that way only would concrete 
cottages be built which would be completely 
satisfactory to the tenant, the tourist, and the 
taxpayer. 

Mr. H. Fletcher (President of the Architectural 
Association) said that now they had found a 
material like reinforced concrete that had 
weather - resisting qualities, it should be 
adopted at once for such kinds of work as bridges 
and piers in the sea. On the other hand, in 
buildings of what they might call the ordinary 
kind, which mainly carried dead loads, the 
expression of stability was very satisfying to 
the mind, and that called for a certain massive- 
ness. Such buildings as churches and public 
halls, where there was no depth in the recesses 
could not give any impression of eternity, 

- which was one of the highest means by which 


- the buildings of the past impressed one. In 


such buildings as those he thought everybody 
must agree that the highest kind of admiration 
could not be produced by dexterity. There 
were many difficulties in the use of concrete 
for building, most of which Dr. Faber had 
referred to. One difficulty was the pointless- 
ness of the material, which was apt to show 
eracks which were very disfiguring when there 
were no joints to attract the eye. He did not 
think it was possible to prevent cracks from 
appearing in concrete buildings. On the 
whole, he thought they might say that cement 
buildings looked best when they were quite 
new, and they had a tendency to gradually 
become shabby. Treatment with distemper or 
paint got over the difficulty, but it was a 
_ continual expense and, as a rule, one preferred 
to build with materials which were their own 
justificatiqn, which were the same all through, 
and which had their own face. Buildings of 
good brick and stone, unlike concrete, were 
not at their best when they were brand new, 
but they improved every year. It would be 
interesting to know whether anything could be 
done for colour in. cement, apart from colouring 
it with a wash. The colour of Portland cement 
in itself was cold and negative, and age did 
very little for it. It softened very little with 
weather, and very little vegetation grew upon 
it. When they were dealing with large en- 
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gineering works, such as bridges, that point 
was of less consequence, becanse the structure 
was seen from a long wav off, but for street 
buildings and cottages which were seen quite 
close, the matter was verv important. He 
would be glad to know whether it was possible 
in the mixing of concrete to mix in materials 
which would modifv the colour without modify- 
ing its other qualities. Dr. Faber had dealt 
with the hardness of concrete in domestic 
buildings verv exhaustively and most satis- 
factorilv. Personally he (Mr. Fletcher) had a 
great dis'ike of hollow walls. They were often 
unavoidable, but they needed a great deal of 
watching in the construction. In conne-tion 
with concrete cottages or domestic bui'dings 
gentrally, they lost the use of the walls as 
places for growing fruit trees and creepers on 
account of the hardness of the wall into which 
it was impossil-le to drive a nail. On the other 
hand, ivy wovld cling to concrete and would 
do no harm-to it. Let them use con7rete in 
suitable places and in a suitable manner; let 
the material be their servant and not their 
master. : ze 

Mr. P. J. Waldram, speaking as an engineer, 
referred to the*tremendous strides which rein- 


forced concrete had made during the war.’ 


The British craftsman, he said, could be safely 
trusted to carry out any task which was given 
to him, and to do it supremely well, and he 
suggested that at this stage in cottage building 
they might go bark to the traditional English 
frame house, There was one thing however 
which would stop it entirely, and that was the 
present building by-laws. An Associaton such 
as that could do few things which would be 
more useful than to press for some method of 
appeal against those by-laws. The Commis- 
sioners who would be appointed in connection 
with the Government housing schemes might 
form such a court of appeal, or the Local 
Government Board itself. At the present time 
when there was such a pressing necessity for 
houses, he believed that if a prospective builder 
was allowed to go to the Local Government 
Board and say:.“ Here is a perfectly sound, 
structural scheme which does not accord with 
my local by-laws; will you cive me permission 
to build ? ” he felt sure that if the Local Govern- 
ment Board had the power they wo1 Id give the 
required permission. On the question of 
standardisation, he thought it was desirable to 
standardise doors, windows, &c., but he was. 
against standardising in outside design and 
plan, Whatever they did thev must get plenty 
of sun into their buildings and no standard plan 
could possibly secure that. 

Mr. Edward Warren said he saw no objection 
to the use of concrete blocks in cottage construc- 
tion; the chief point was not the difficulty of 
walls but the difficulty of roof. What were 
they going to use for roofing in districts that did 
not produce tiles Where they could get red 
tiles, concrete cottages would look very nice; 
but if they were condemned to use the common 
blue Welsh slate nothing on earth was going to 
beautify such work. As to standardisation. they 
should have a considerayle number of sizes 
adaptable to various conditions and by adroit 
planning it was perfestly possible to get & 
fairly pleasing effet from standardised buildings. 
In the cottages that were to ‘be built he 
hoped they would exact from the Government 
@ promise thas a competent and thoroughly 
skilled designer was emploved to control the 
designs which were submitted to the Govern- 
ment or the muni ipalities. 

Mr. H. R. Aldridge (Housing and Town 
Planning Council) dissented-from the suggestion 
that cottages should be standardised. and sai | 
he did not believe the working classes would 
stand such treatment. He was also in-lined 
to think that Dr. Faber was much too optimistic 
in the economy that standardisation would 
effect. With regard to the building by-laws, 
the ‘Ludor Walters’ report suggested a way out 
of the diffivulty—that in housing s:hemes sub- 
mitted to the Government there should be ad hoc 
building eee and by-laws for any 
particular scheme. Neither the working people 
of the country or the Local Authorities would 
have cottages, 


GRC THE BUILDER 











cc 


om 161 


FUEL ECONOMY AND HEALTH. 


ContinutnG the course of Chadwick lectures 
on Fuel Economy and Health, at the Royal 
Society of Arts, on January 13, Mr. A. H. Barker 
confined his second lecture to the heat require- 
ments of a house. He outlined the'specificatiog 
of desirable room conditions as to temperature, 
humidity, dust contents, fresh air supply, &c., 
as determined by recent American experiments 
on these points described in the last lecture. 
He stated that the number of dust particles in 
every cubic foot of room space, if placed in a row 
1 in. apart, would extend twice round the world, 
and that the human nose could detect.the smell 
of a human being ten thousand times more 
delicately than chemical analysis. 

The properties of building materials and the 
character of construction in a building which 
made it economical or extravagant in fuel were 
dealt with. He discussed what really consti- 
tutes waste of heat, and deseribed practical 
methods of measuring the warmth or the, cold- 
ness of a house. The architect and builder were 
responsible for most of the waste of heat in a 
house. Every patient in a hospital ward to 
whom 5,000 cubic feet of warmed air per hour 
were supplied would cost the hospital autho- 
rities one ton of fuel per winter for that purpose 
alone. He compared the different methods of 
warming a building, and discussed their advan- 
tages and disadvantages from the user’s point of 
view. A radiator method of warming used only 
about one-quarter of the fuel required by an open 
fire for equal heating effect. 

The chief disadvantages of the radiator system 
were obviated if the heating surface was main- 
tained at a low temperature, but for a large room 
this involved very large radiators for which space 
could not always be found. The radiator 
method was the only possible method for large 
buildings. He next discussed the features of 
the appliances used for generating heat for 
heating, cooking, and hot water supply, and 
pointed out the features which led to extrava- 
gance and economy. He explained that whereas 
the present domestic requirements of the entire 
nation required the consumption of 30 million 
tons of fuel per annum, the same requirements 
could be served by the most economical modern 
appliances used in a most careful manner by a 
consumption of approximately 6,000,000 tons. 
The deplorable dilemma in which the country 
finds itself at this moment is that it is provided 
with millions of pounds worth of extravagant 
appliances which cannot be used in an eco- 
nomical manner on account of their bad design, 
gome examples of which he described. 





In the.concluding lecture Mr A. H. Barker 
confined his attention to fuel economies and 
economics. He stated that the possibility of 
economy in an ordinary domestic establishment 
was limited by the character of the existing 
apparatus, and that although such might be 
used with a greater or less degree of intelligence, 
yet the great economies which’ were possible 
by the adoption of improved methods were 
not available without a complete change of 
the plant employed. The present total con- 
sumption of the country for domestic purposes 
was about 39 million tons per annum. This 
quantity could be reduced to 6 million tons per 


‘annum by the application of the best known 


appliances in place of the existing ones. The 
necessary capital outlay in plant to secure 
this result would probably be from 30 to 
50 million pounds. ‘ 

It would probably be a good investment for 
the Government to undertake to find this 
money if a general agreement could be secured 
as to the means to be adopted. This, however, 
was hardly possible. He believed, however, 
that stringent Government regulations as to 
the means of using fuel wonld be quite prac- 
ticable, as similar’ regulations and restrictions 
had been accepted during the war without 
@ murmur, 

Means of using fuel which were notoriously 
extravagant without any compensating advan- 
tages should be strictly prohibited. He quoted 
as an example the ordinary range boiler, which 
was probably _responsible for the waste -of 


3 or 4 million tons of fuel per annum. Here, 
however, there would be the difficulty that in 
some cases a range boiler of a certain type could 
be used in particular circumstances without 
causing any real waste. It should also be 
illegal to have a hot water supply apparatus 
unprovided with protective covering. But 
here, again, in some cases the heat. from such 
pipes was usefully employed, though in most 
cases it was not. 

Turning to the practical side of these questions 
he described methods whereby an open fire 
could be more economically used than by the 
customary methods. He admitted that the 
more economical methods left something to be 
desired in point of convenience, and also of 
comfort, and did ‘not think that the improved 
methods would be reailily accepted by the 
general bulk of the population, who would 


continue to throw coal on the fire as they 


wished, and poke the fire to produce the 
cheerful blaze which was one of the many 
attractions of the open fire. Gas and electrical 
methods of heating were also discussed: 

Turning to the kitchen equipment, he 
described the features of an ideal cooking 
apparatus, which included means for raising 
the oven to any. desired temperature, and 
maintaining it at that temperature without 
any trouble on the part of the cook ; also means 
for automatically switching off the power at 
a certain time, but pointed out that this would 
involve expense, and a certain degree of intelli- 
gence on the part of the cook, which was not 
always available. He described means whereby 
the economy of an ordinary cooking range 
could be greatly improved, but confessed at 
the same time that such additions would not 
increase the convenience in operation. 

One principal practical means of securi 
general national economy in food, fuel oat 
labour was the general adoption of the com- 
munal kitchen idea. He ¢riticised severely 
the equipment which had been supplied to 
some of these institutions on the score of their 
extravagance, and stated that no advantage 
had been taken of a great opportunity, He 
then analysed the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of a supply of heat, hot water, and heating 
power from a central station. He concluded 
that in general the proposal was not economically 
sound. It had been suggested that electrical 
power might be supplied in the future at one 
farthing per unit. If this great ideal could be 
realised he believed that electricity would be 
sufficiently economical to make it.well worth 
the general adoption for cooking, to a certain 
extent for heating, and to a much smaller 
extent for hot water supply, not on account 
of its financial economy, but on account of the 
extreme convenience with which it cayld be 
manipulated. Electricity at one farthing per 
unit was, in fact, the solution. of an enormous 
series of problems. 


Godalming’s Housing Plan. 


Godalminz Corporation has adonted a scheme 
for the purchase of land and the ere ‘tion of fifty- 
eight houses in three types, at rentals of 7s., 
8s. 6d., and 10s. per week. 


Softwood Prices Reduced. 

The Controller of Timber Supplies announces 
reduced maximum prices for imported softwood 
coming into force Concurrently with the intro- 
duction of the new prices, the system Of allo- 
cating rations will be abolished, and the stocks 
held by the Timber Supply Department will be 
disposed of in parcels of 50 standards or more. 
Applications for a rebate where firms have pur- 
chased from the Department under the old prices 
can only be considered where no portion of the 
goods has left the dock or store yard on which the 

elivery order was issued. All such applications 
should be made to the Government oak at 
Salisbury House, Finsbury-circus, London, 
E.C. 2, and should be accompanied by the 
delivery order on which rebate is requested. A 
schedule showing the maximum prices is printed 
in full in this week’s Board of Trade Journal. 
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THE BUILDING TRADE. 


THE INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL FOR THE BUILDING INDUSTRY. 





MANCHESTER MEETING. 


’¥ Tun Industrial Council for the Building 
Industry met in the Midland Hotel, Manchester, 
on Thursday forenoon last week. Mr. A. G. 
Cameron, Assistant Secretary Amalgamated 
Carpenters and Joiners’ Union, presided. 

The Lord Mayor of Manchester (Alderman 
Makeague), in welcoming the Council, referred 
to the acute house shortage in the country, and 
in Manchester in particular. There was a 
feeling abroad that this housing shortage should 
be remedied by Local Authorities and the 
Government. Their experience in Manchester 
was not favourable to that idea. In the past 
97 per cent. of the building in Manchester was 
done by private enterprise. The remainder 
had been done by the municipality, and he 
had no hesitation in admitting that the 3 per 
cent. had been a very great failure, and was 
costing the city- £20,000 a year. He felt that 
in the future it would bé more economical and 
cheaper in every sense of the term, and for the 
benefit of the tenants if private enterprise 
should continue. He had great doubts about 
municipalities taking up building, and thought 
he wag supported by the great force of rate- 
payers in advising that building be let out 
to private enterprise. It would be a mistake 
for Manchester Corporation to take up building 
or even to find 25 per cent. of the loss. In 
Manchester they had a system of flats, which 
were not popular, and had been left untenanted 
until the lack of accommodation forced people 
into them. 

On the call of Mr. Macfarlane a vote of 
thanks was given to the Lord Mayor for his 
presence at the meeting. 

Mr. John Cantrill, Manchester, submitted 
the interim report of the- Education Committee. 
Amongst the terms o reference from the 
General Secretary were the following :—More 
liberal rates of pay for apprentices; better 
working conditions ; opportunities for study ; 
greater encouragement from employers; and 
prospects of advancement, with specialisation 
and study where special ability is displayed. 
Mr. Cantrill said the scheme propounded by 
the sub-committee and endorsed by the whole 
committee for the pay of apprentices on 
demobilisation was not received with favour 
by the Ministry of Labour. It had been 
acknowledged throughout the deliberations 
that payment to returned apprentices who had 
attained the age of twenty-one should be 
equal te or greater than the pay to labourers 
in the industry. ~ That was the basis of the 
whole scheme. 

After some discussion Mr. Johns, of the 
Ministry of Labour, said the Committee’s 
proposal was for the employer to pay six- 
tenths, while the proposal of the Government 
was that the employer pay seven-twellths. 
There was not, therefore, much _ difference 
between them. The real difficulty was that 
a definite basis had been laid down by the 
Committee that the returned apprentice 
should receive an amount equal‘o or more 
than the labourei receives. On receiving a 
deputation from the Committee last year 
he submitted the matter to the Government 
for reconsideration, but it was decided to 
o forward with the general scheme providing 
or the payment of one-sixth by the State 
The Government took the view that the 
scheme could not be made _ retrospective. 
With regard to evening classes, the Education 
Committee had suggested that one day per 
week should be spent in a technical institution, 
and that-for that day the employer should 
pay wages to the apprentices appropriate 
to the stage of training. They tried to arrange 
that the employer pay for 44 days, and that 
the State pay for the maintenance o _ he 
students in the technical institution. But 


yesterday (Wédnesday) they failed to 
arrive at a basis forthe computation of 
the day spent in such an_ institution, 
as it might not be possible for men in 
rural districts to attend technical schools. 
The difference between the schemes was 
roughly this: that the State was asked to 
pay three-tenths, i.e., £1 3s. 3d., and the 
State propcred to pay one-sixth, i.e., 12s. 11d. 
Two ye>re was the maximum period during 
which State assistance would be payable. 

Mr. Smethwick, Oldham, complained that 
the representatives of the building trade had 
not really been Consulted in the decision 
arrived at by the Government. 

Mr. Sutherland put in a plea for the scheme 
to be made retrospective. 

Mr. Roland B. Chessum said it was.preposter- 
ous that a body like this should be set up— 
a body to which the Government were expected 
to apply for advice—and its counsels thrown 
to the wind in a matter of this sort, merely 
with the intimation that the matter had been 
signed, sealed and delivered. It was a disgrace 
that the Government should break its pledges 
in every form, just as it had done in the placing 
of contracts. 

Mr. D. Anderson, President of the South 
Wales Master Builders’ Federation, moved 
that, in the opinion of the Council, Part I of 
the scheme proposed by the Education Com- 
mittee should be pressed on the Government 
s2 as to be the standard scheme for apprenti: es 
in the building industry; and that they strongly 
deprecate the action of the Government in 
arriving at their conclusions without consulting 
the Council. 

Mr. Gibson seconded, and the resolution 
was adopted unanimously. 

Mr. G. Bellhouse, Deputy Chief Inspector 
of Factories, spoke to a suggestion from the 
Home Office that the Council appoint a small 
sub-committee to consider questions relating to 
safety, accident prevention, health and welfare. 

A representative committee was appointed. 

A discussion arose on the resolution passed 
by the Housing Sub-Committee of the Building 
Resettlement Committee on the 8th ult., and 
approved by the Main Committee, advising 
Local Authorities to expedite schemes by 
placing contracts in the hands of responsible 
building contractors on terms of contract 
in accordance with the recommendations o 
the Colwyn Committee, that is, by payment 
to the contractor of an agreed fee, or percentage 
of estimated cost. 

Mr. Anderson wanted to know what they 
had got to do with public utility companies, 
whose main purpose in the past had been 
grabbing, first, last, and all the time. He 
knew of public utility companies who were 
circularising Local Authorities, offering to pro- 
vide them with schemes, to survey the land, 
to get the money, to put up houses, and ,finally, 
to collect the rents. Was that the policy 
they were going to adopt ? 

Mr. S. Smethurst said there was a movement 
in London on the part of those who had been 
building munition factories to get their hands 
on the building of houses in different parts 
of the country. In Lancashire there would 
be a row if anything of the kind happened. 
He was in favour of contracts being let out 
by Local Authorities in the old, proper way, 
and he protested against the recommendation 
of the Housing Committee that the work should 
be done on the lines of Lord Colwyn’s report. 

Several representatives of the operatives 
were not favourable to contracts on the percent- 
age basis. One of them spoke of malad- 
ministration and the gigantic profits during 
the war, and alleged that the system produced 
demoralisation. 


Mr. Macfarlane said in the~consideration’ of 
this question operatives must have regard to 
the interests of employers. The average 
builder, it must be remembered, had a hard 
life from his apprenticeship to the grave.” He 
was crushed out on the one hand by the un- 
scrupulous contractor, and on the other hand 
by the corrupt combinations which were often 
found in municipal bodies. .. 

A long debate and several amendments were 
embodied in the following amended resoluticn 
which was agreed to: “The Council are of 
the opinion that to enable house-building 
schemes to be proceeded with immediately, 
He Local Government Boards for England and 

ales and Scotland should be approached, 
and be asked to advise the Local Authorities 
to expedite schemes. Any contracts placed 
with private contractors should be placed in 
the hands of federated building contractors and 
sub-contractors on terms of contract in accord. 
ance with the recommendations of the Colwyn 
‘Committee.” 

A resolution from the North-Western Federa- 
tion of Building Employers “ that the Building 
Trades Parliament be asked to appoint a Com- 
mittee to consider the question of scientific 
management and reduction of costs, with a 
view to enabling the building industry to render 
the most efficient service possible” was pro- 
posed by Mr.. Foster, who instanced the necd 
for increased output. It was worth studying 
this subject for the sake of normal trade as 
well as for the solution of the prevailing abnormal 
conditions. They must not scout the suggestion 
because of its idealism. 

Mr. Kennedy (Builders’ Labourers) said all 
the science and education in the world would 
not make a man lay three more bricks in a day, 
but if he was sure that the fair thing was being 
done the operative would put his heart into 
the work. They must first give the worker a 
fair measure of comfort, and a fair share of 
the fruits of his industry. 

A proposal to add to the objects of the Com- 
mittee the consideration of some method of 
profit-sharing was not proceeded with, and 
the resolution was passed unanimously. A 
committee of sixteen—eight operatives’ repre- 
sentatives and eight employers—was appointed, 

On behalf of the Administrative Council 
Mr. Foster moved: “That in view of the 
serious unrest in industry, and the dangers due 
to sectional action, it is desirable that repre- 
sentatives of all well organised industries, 
both operatives and employers, should be called 
together to consider the question of working 
hours, rates of wages and other matters relative 
thereto, with a view to their co-ordination a8 
between different industries, and having regard 
to the reciprocal obligations of producers and 
consumers; and further that the Ministry of 
Labour be asked to convene a conference for 
the purpose referred to.” Mr. Foster said the 
present state of things was not creditable in 
a community that was supposed to be well 
ordered. There was talk of a League of 
Nations, but. they must have a League of 
Industries if they were to have some common 
policy in the period of reconstruction. 

Mr. Smethurst seconded. : 

Mr. Chessum strongly opposed the motion. 
They could congratulate themselves that there 
was not that wave of ill-feeling in the building 
as in other industries: 

Mr. Barnes (Joiners) wanted to impress on 
the Council that the building trade was not 
out of the province of these strikes. Only 
the previous night a meeting had been held 
to decide whether or not the workers would 
join in the strikes. 

Mr. Macpherson (Masons) pointed out that 
the building trade could not be put in a water- 
tight compartment. In certain eventualities 
the industry might be forced into strikes quite 
against its will by outside bodies. 

On a division the resolution was adopted 
by a majority. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE. 


Tu following are the present rates of wages in the Building Trade in the principal towns of England and 


It must be understood that, while every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, we cannot be responsible 
































ales. 
ann that may occur :-— 
: Brick- | Plas- 
Car- Masons’ | | ’ | terera’ 
nssoos. | Brick- enters, Plas- | Sisters, | Pium- facie i>) — 
layers. | Toiners’ | ‘eters. bers. aaeaie. €3 wale 
— d. a. d. d. d. d. aq ght d. d. 
fherdare .cccccee | 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 je | + 1/6 3 | a3 | afs 
fecringion .eccooe 1/5§ 1/5$ 1/53 1/5$ 1/58 1/6} 1/3g8]° B/idS} flags} Gflas 
Altrincham ...... 1/68 1165 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/09§ 1/7§ 1/63 1/28 1/2§ 2/298 
Ashton-under- Lyne 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1 5§ 1/78 1/63 1/.2§ 1/248) 1/245 
Barnsley ........ 1/53 1/5§ 1/5§ 1 1/5§ 1/5§ 1 1/2§ | 1/2 I 
Barrow-in-Furness 1/33 1/4 1/4 1,8 1/32 1,33 1/3§ | 3/1 1/1 1/1 
Me svcuteses 4 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
ME »cccstesous ‘ fi fi i/t 1/03 10/% Ip 1/- 10} 103 10 
Bedford § ..cccees Wt M/t 1/1 Ift 1/1 1/1 10 10 10 
Birkenhead ...... 1 /8§ 1 /8§ 1/8§ 1/*§ 1/8} 1 3$ 1/8§ | 1/448] 1 448] 1/498 
Birmingham .... 1/53 1/5¢ 1 53 1/5 145} 1/53 1/44 1/24 1/23 1/2 
Bishop Auckland 1/2 1/2} 1/4 1 ot 1;7§ 134 1] il 1 
Blackburn ..s..+. 1/5§ 1/53 1 /5§ 1/ 5§ 1/5§ 1/ 6§ 1/5$ 1f14$| 1/13 1/133 
Blackpool ....-+0. 34- 1/4 1/4 10. 3b 1/itt 1/23 x 
BMON ..ccsccce ° 1 /6§ 1, 6§ 1/6§ 1/5§ 1/5$ 1/7§ 1;6§ | 1/-§ 1/-§ | 1/18 
Bournemouth .... 1/1 it i it ii il Bp jus hey he 
Bradford .....e06 1/43 1/44 1/4 1/44 1/5 1/5 1/3 1/2 1/2 fz 
Bridgwater ...... 1f- 1/- I/- 1f/- 1j- f- 11 v4 ve ve 
Brighton .....2s. 11} Lv Ae 1/1 1/1} 1/1} 1/1} 1/- 11 1! il 
Bristol ...cccccce 1 /6§ 2 /6§ 1 /6§ 1/6§ 1/63 1 /6§ 1/58 1/5§ 1/38 1/3§ 
Burnley ....... ° 1/53 1/53 1/53 1/53 1/53 1/6; 1/53 J/las; 1/ a8} 1/143 
Burton-on-Trent .. 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 Wie] lig 114 
BEE oc ccccsecede 1/65 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/5§ 1f5§ 1/7§ 1/6§ 1/1gg} 1/25 1/2§ 
Cambridge ....-. ith 1/ig 1/1} 1/1 1/1} 1fis 1/- 105 104 10} 
MN. cccsbobend 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/8 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Gaatham .....000 1Ostt] 11tt lit ltt litt 11tt 94tt] stt ott stt 
Chelinsford ...... 1/23 1/24 1/2 1/24 1/23 1/2% ll ll 11 
Cheltenham ...... 3/33 1/3§ lj. 1/38 1/ 4 lfo4 1/9} log 103 103 
1/33 1/35 1/33 1/3$ 1/3§ 1/3§ 1/28 | 1-3 | 1f/-§ | 1/-8 
Chesterfield ...... 1}/- 1/2 i/t 11 10 11 1f/- | 8-3) | 8-x4 8-84” 
Colchester ....4. 11 113 11% 1/- 11 1/- 94 3} 8} 8% 
Coventry ......08 1/34 1/34 1/3¢ 1/33 1/33 1/34 1/24 | 1/0g | 1/04] sf1 
WeWC... ce ccccce 1/2 1/2 1/3§ 1/2 1/2 1/2 1fog 8 8 
Darlington ...... 1/34 1/3} 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/2 1/04 | 1/09 | 1/0% 
ee ’ 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 12 1/08 i 11 My} 
Doncaster ........ 1/3 1/3 1/3 if3 1/3 if3 1/1 1f/0g | 1fog | 1/08 
Dudley .......+.. 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/2 1/3 fl 1 id ll} 
_. ecccccece 1,2 1/2 Wis 1/2 Wis 1/10 1/0} 9 9 9 
A hy }} 6 3/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 76 | 3 | ays | ays 
RSIS: 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1/- 1fog 1l 10 lu, | 10 
Folkestone ...... if- if- if- 1f- 1/- 1/- 10 9 
Gloucester ...... 1/03 1/04 1f/o4 1/03 1/03 1/04 11} 104 10 103 
Grantham oe on ry ve 10 84 8 7 
Bi ineccss now me 1/- 1/- _ _ 1 103 _ 10 10 
Grimsb 1/23 1/25 1/23 1/2§ 1/25 1/25 1/25 | 1/-8 1/-$ | 1/-$ 
Great Yarmouth .; 10 10 10 lu 10 10 84 Z 
Wuildford ........ 1/1 1/- 1/- 1/1 — 1/1 11g 04 9% 10 
a 1.8 13 1/3 1/3 1/3 143 1/3 1/- 1/- 1/- 
Harrogate ...... lf 4 1/04 1/2 1- 1/- 1/5 1/1 lu 1 10 
— eae ua 73 1178 1/7§ 1175 175 is 1/348 1/34§| 1/38§ 
Hereford ........ | If? 1/0 if? 1/0 if 1 il 1 10 10 
Huddersfield whets ust 3 Th fe fo +3 1/3g } 1/5 138 
| epee 1/598) = 1585 1,548) 1 /53§ 1/543 1/54§ 1/3 H/oa$] 1/598| 1/388 
Ipswich 2222.77 7? if Wig} i/ige | 1f2 1/2 1/24 1/0 i 
ee Wik 3 /2 jl, 1/1} 1/2 1/14 il 1) 11 
Teamington Spa | 1/1} 1/1} 113 1lg 1/13 1/04 | 10 10 ae 
Fie 1/4) 1/44 1/4 144 1/4 1/5 1/3 ig | fle] 1/23 
eestor oesnonuba 1/2 1/2 1,2 1/2 1/2 1/2 Wf i) ilg 1f- 
Vineoln 22222022 734] afte | afsg] 1/34] 73a] af8e 4} sa | te 10 10 
Eiverpool eR 1/3} 1/8§ 1/85 1, 8§ 1/23§ 1 /8§ 1/88 | 1/448] 1/448] 3/485 
lomied ES 1% 1/6 1 . io 1/6 a76 ue : 3 ies ins 
sseccewwes / 1/9 1 v _— 9 1/6 {5 
Loughborough mes ints fa VE 1/34§ 1/345 1fe us ft yeas his 1/03$ 
+ pA LL 1 3fi 1 1 - i 
Heldatone Rew Ta vA If! fi lu 10 ht i- 10 10 10 
- heater pawns 1 /6§ 1/63 1/65 1 /6§ 1/5§ 1/7§ 1/6§ | 1/23 1/248} 2/258 
— a aS 1/\ 1k 1/4 Wid 1/13 1/14 1fog } 108 103 1 
vient Be _ 1/6 8 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
onastion te oo 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/78 1/7§ 1/2 1/34§] 1/348] 1/345 
Seenet. Mae 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/63 1/4§ | lsda8) 3/348] 1/385 
report. Mon..... 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/3 1/3 1/3 
Eecnmeten . - "3 a/3 43 7 be 1/2 1/08 M08 1/08 
‘ape Meee eee . “i as - ie 9 
pottingham pace oul 1/4 1/4 ha 1/4 1/4 1/4) 1/25 | 1/1 lg} 1/2 
PU sees ewes 1/ 6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/0§ 1/7§ 1/7§ | 1/248] 1/248] 1/38 
oll bewkioawe 1] 1/- 1/- 1j- /- 1/- 11 r) 04 9} 
Rivertads °°"? 1/4 1/4 1/4 i/4 1/4 1/4 fia} f- 1 1/- 
Portsinouth sain if 4° iW 1 fe if? ths yh ah a 
eececce - ~ te - - ( 9 
SOR . fe 5cc we 1,4) ue at We : ¢ 1/34 1/04 1/0 1/0% 
1/65 1/6} 1 /6§ 1/6§ 1/5§ 1/7§ 1/65 1/298] 1/248) 1/248 
LOHts] = 113 11} 11 ff ify 11} att] 8ty 8t} 8 
1 1 the’ + i fe it ifot 103 ass 113 
i,;6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 3 11} 11% 11} 
it fi 1/i If 1/1 4f- 1/1 10 10 0 
1 53 15} 1/52 1/43 3/43 1/5 1/3 ia] wel wu 
1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/3 1/2 1/- 1/- 1] 1/- 
ift ijl fl if. fl Wt if- 1} 103 1U$ 
10 lu id 10 |P’cework| 10 . 8 8 
' 3/4 1/43 1/5 i/5 1/4 1/4 1/4 1/- if-} 1- 
Btockport 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/6§ 1/2 1/348} 1/348) 1/338 
Btockton-on-Tees 1 /6§ 2 1 6§ 1 /6§ 1/63 1/58 1,78 1/65 | 1/248) 1,288) 4/28 
ke-on-Trent.. J/78 |  1s7$ 1/78 1/7§ 1/7§| 3/75 — | 1/38§| IW3es} 1/388 
troud perm 1/2 1/2] 3/2*| H2 1/2 Wik | Wie] tie | ale | te 
Sunderland °°°°** 11g li} 1! ary 114 14 11 9} 04 9+ 
Mess rte? 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/7§ 1/6§ 1/48 1/34§| 1/34§| 1/388 
nunton °°°°°%?* 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 1/6 13 1/3 1/3 
orqguny °"°°°°°? 1/- 1]- 1/- 1/- 1/- ifs 11 94 94 0b 
akefield -°°°°°° 1/- 1f- if- 1/- *f- if- if- 10 10 @] 10 
OY eleteset Sie: st! 1/3% 1/3 1/248} 1/235) 1/35 if! 11} 15 11 
Warrington °°" "* 1/3 1/3} 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/34 1/2t | If it ifth 
est Bromwich *” 1/6 1/ 6 1/6 1/ 6§ 1, 1/63 1/5§ | 1/2 1/298) t/ 
Wigan 1/3 143 1/3 1/4 1/34 1/3 1/14 1/03 1/04 1/0} 
Windege:. - ->* 9% 1/63 1, 1/63 1/6§ 1/63 1/6§ 1/6§ 1/233] 1/258) 1/298 
olverhampton | 1/4 if4 if 1/4 1/4 iff 1/2 1f 1/oe | 1/9 
lorcester .... 4: gd HEH dh Bt Ls, eae oc Yn MY A 1/1 
NA lal hd 1/2§ 1/2§ 1/28 1/28 uf- j ie 11 119s | 1298) 11 
































The Masons’ rate given i bankers : 
t War bonus MM 3s. per week pond ; 
- War bonus of 7». 6d. per week granted. § Tiese rates include the 1 


> War bonus of 3s. 6d. per week granted. 


a 
ve Tates, unless @therwise shown, are exe.uaive cf 12% per cent. bonus.—Ep. 


fixers usually $d. per hour extra. * War bonus of 2s. per week granted: 
tt War bonus of os, per week 


24 per .ent. bonus; [The 
} 
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NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN 
PRESS. 


INCREASING THE RESISTANCE or WOOD PAVING 
BLOCKS. 


Wood paving blacks in busy streets require 
renewal every five to six years, and attempts 
have been made toincrease their strength by suit- 
able impregnation. Tests were made of crushing 
resistance calculated per sq. cm. on prismatie 
blocks 75.75 sq. mm. in base area and 120 mm. 
in height, the pressure being applied in the 
direction of the fibres. Experiments in which 
sodium or potassium carbonate and sodium 
silicate in various proportions were added to an 
impregnating bath of pine wood tar showed no 
advantage, but increasing the temperature of 


the bath with the dry samples gave a 12 per — 


cent. increase in strength. Experiments were 
also made.by substituting heavy coal tar oil for 
the wood tar at temperatures from 112 deg. to 
140 deg. C. At the higher temperature these 
trials gave as good results as those with wood 
tar, but the blocks impregnated at the lower 
temperature showed a crushiag resistance 
inferior to that of the untreated blocks. Sodium 
carbonate alone, or still better sodium silicate 
alone, gave more favourable test results than 
the mixture of carbonate and silicate. The 
chemical composition of the impregnating bath, 
however, is of less importance than its tempera- 
ture. The temperature should not be carried 
above 200 deg. C. on account of the danger of 
splitting the blocks. The best strengthening 
results are obtained by impregnating for three 
hours with gradual increase of temperature up 
to 200 deg. C. A test block showed a crushing 
strain of 323 kilos. per sq. cm. in the untreated 
condition ; this was increased by impregnation 
at 100 deg. C. to 330 kilos., at 120 deg. to 345, 
at 140 deg. to 487, at 150 deg. to 516, and at 
200 deg. to 536 kilos.—(W. Ritter, Zeitschrift 
fir angewandte Chemie, October 11.) 


LOSS OF HEAT THROUGH WALLS. 


A. Schlangbusch, in Ingeniéren for November 
2, calls attention to the importance of prevent- 
ing loss of heat by radiation through the walls 
of houses, and states that a considerable saving 
of fuel could be effected by adding non-conduct- 
ing composition to the walls, especially when 
the price of fucl is high as at present. The 
thickness of walls in houses in Copenhagen is 
seldom more than 1} to 2 bricks, and with a 
room temperature of 68 deg. F. and a maximum 
winter cold of 4 deg. F., viz., 28 deg. F. frost, 
the radiation through the walls is 11 to 14.7 
B.T.U. per square foot per hour. The Russian 
winter is more severe and houses are built with 
thicker walls; the cellar walls in Moscow, for 
instance, are about 4 ft. to 6 ft. thick, diminish- 
ing to not less than 2 ft. 3 in. at the top. The 
difference between the inside and outside 
temperature is often as much as: 90 deg. F., 
but the loss of heat is much smaller, varying 
from 5.5 to 7.5. B. Th. Units per square foot 
per hour. In other words, the Russian houses 
are nearly three times warmer than those in 
Copenhagen. It has been proposed to fix 
weatherproof slabs of non-conducting material 
on the outside of the walls in Copenhagen. 
Formulas and estimates are given, showing the 


cost of such covering and the amount of fuel : 


that can be saved in houses protected in this 
manner. The author estimates the cost of 
the non-conducting material at 13s. 6d. per 
superficial square yard, but adds that part of 
this expense, or about 9s. per square yard, can 
be saved on the cost of the heating installation 
in the case of new buildings, as a much smaller 
heating “apparatus w’'ll then suffice. The 
saving in fuel would be about 1s. Id. per square 
yard of surface per annum, which must be 
considered a good return on the actual extra 
expense for non-conducting material. Jt is 
pointed out, however, that the saving depends 
upon a number of circumstances, such as 
exposure to wind and rain, position relative to 
the sun, and the temperature to be maintained 
in the rooms. Sufficient insulation can, in 
many ‘cases, be obtained by building the walle 
hollow, and this is, of course, much cheaper than 
affixing special non-conducting material. 
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PROPOSED NEW BUILDINGS AND OTHER WORKS.* 


In these lists care is taken to ensure the accuracy of the informaticn giver, but it a 3 
occasionally hay pen that, owing to building cwners taking the responsibility of ccmmencing wor 
before plans are finally approved by the Jocal authorities, ‘‘piropored’’ works, at the time of 


blication, have been actual] 


ccmnienced. Abbreviaticns:— 1.C. for Town Ccurcil; U.D C. for 


u 
Drban District Council; R.D.C. for Rural District Courcil; E.C. for Education Ccn mittee; L G.B. 
for Local Government Board; B.G. for Board cf Guaidiams;§L.C.C. for London County Council ; 
B.C. for Borough Council; and P.C. for Parish Ceureil 


ee a eee 


AMBLECOTE.—Plans for the erection of a new glass” 
house for Messrs. ‘Thomas Webb & Sons, Ltd., have 
been passed by the U.D.C. 

BEVERLEY.—The Finance Committee of the East 
Riding Council has authorized Mr. Stanford to prepare 
plans for the extension of the Registry of Deeds 
and for additional office accommodation. 

BirMINGHAM.—Mr. R. G. Hetherington, L.G.B. 
Inspector, has heid an enquiry into the application 
of the Birmingham Tame and Rea District Drainage 
Board for sanction to borrow £50,000 for the extension 
of the bacteria beds, tanks, &c., at the Cole Hall 
Sewage Works. 

BoLtTon.—Plans passed by T.C.: Alterations, &c., 
“ Kermoors,” Belmont-road, for Mr. Guest ; 
*giass shed, 45, Welbeck-road, for Mr. G. Bailey ; 
motor house, ** Whinfell,"’ Albert-road, for Mr. G. 
Wood ; workshop, Avenue-street, for Mr. R. Roscoe ; 
extension of offices, Peak’s-place Mills, for Messrs. 
W. Mather & Co.; alterations, ‘‘ Newport Vaults,” 
Newport-street, for Messrs. W. Tong & Sons ; wail, 
Boundary-street, for Messrs. R. Harwood & Sons; 
extension to mill, Egyptian-street, for Messrs. Knowles, 
Ltd.; alterations to premises, Central-street, for 
Mr. FE. Aspinall; steel store, Waterloo-street, for 
Messrs, J. Musgrave & Sons. 

BURNLEY.—The T.C. has decided to apply for 
powers to acquire twenty-seven acres of land for new 
gasworks. 

CHELMSFORD.—The T.C. has agreed to buy a farm 
‘mmediately adjacent to the town, consisting of 
118 acres, for the purpose of a garden city. The 
purchase price of the land will be just under £12,000. 

CHELTENHAM.—Plans passed : Club room, Naunton- 
erescent, for vicar and churechwardens of Emmanuel 
Church ; additons, “ Ivydene,” Pilford-road, for 
Mr. A. Yeates ; conversion into flats of 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15 16 and 17, Eansdown-terrace, for the Housing 
Association of Officers’ Families. 

CHESTER-LE-STREET.—The U.D.C. is purchasing 
for £4,000 forty acres of land on the Fitfe-Cookson 
estate, and propose to erect 600 houses for the working 
dasses. 

COVENTRY.—The Corporation has adopted the 
report of the Tramways Committee recommending 
works of reconstruction at an estimated cost of 
€333,616. 

DERBY.—With two town planning schemes already 
mooted, the Estates and Improvements Committee 
have recommended the Corporation to apply to the 
L.G.B. for authority to prepare a further scheme, 
embracing land situate partly in the Urban District 
of Alvaston and Boulton, and partly in the Rural 
District of Shardlow. It is proposed to sell six acres of 
Corporation land to the Derwent Foundry Company 
for the establisiment of new works off the Osmaston 
park-road. 

DEKBYSHIRE.—The Light Railway Commissioners, 
sitting at Chesterfield, sanctioned a scheme for con- 
structing a light railway (passenger and goods), four 
niiles in length, from Stretton to Ashover, Derbyshire. 
The application was made on behalf of the Clay Cross 
Company, Ltd., and it was stated that the estimated 
cost would be £68,700. 

DEWSBURY.—Plans passed by T.C.: Sub-station, 
Mill-street East, for the Yorkshire Electric Power Co. ; 
alterations, *‘ Wagon and Horses”’ Inn, Thornhill- 
lane, for the Leeds City Brewery Co. 

DUDLEY.—The Housing Committee reports that 
Councillor Tanfield had int. mated his intention to offer 
@s a giit, a piece of land, (Cnlanngalout Lve aces 
at the rear of the New Cemetery, at Scott’s Green, 
for the erection thereon of cottage houses for sailors 
and soldiers, subject to the Council making the necesg- 
ary roads. 

EDGE HILL.—The Board of Trade have confirmed 
the Edge Hill Light Railway Order, 1919, mace by 
the Railway Commissioners, authorising the construc- 

- tion of light raiiways in the Edge Hill district and ior 
other purposes. 

EDINBURGH.—A housing scheme for Georgie, 
Edinburgh, has been recommended by a committee of 

the 7.C. hhe ground on the Gorgie estate inciuded in 
the scheme extends to fifty acres, and the price ig 
£250 per acre. It is proposed to erect two-story 
flatted villas with a density of iourteen houses to the 
acre. Each house will contain three apartments or 
more. 

ELLAND.—The Building Committee has approved of 

ans tor the proposed erection of two villas in Hullen 

dge-road ; ior extensions and alterations to Tem- 
rance-street United Methodist Church and School 
Py} . war memoria!); and for a bungalow in Park- 
road. 

FLAMBOROUGH.—At a public meeting at Flam- 
borough ‘t was resolved to build a public hall as a 
memoria) to men of the village who have failen in 
the war. 

GLaseow.—Applications have been made to the 
T.C. to proceed with the structural alterations to . 
8t. George's Parish Church, to render it fit for public 
worship. The city engineer estimates that the work 
will cost £1,000. ‘The matter is to be held in abeyance 

¢or three months. 

HALIFAX.—Plans passed by T.C.: Sanitary improve- 
ments, New Bark Foundry, for Mr. J. Berry ; alteration 
to premises, St. James’-road, for the Friendly ang 
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Trades’ Club; engineers’ shop, Beechwood-road, fot 
Messrs. Feather & Rushwood; house, Greenroyd™ 
avenue, for Messrs. Parker Bros.; shed, Waterside» 
for Messrs. Worsnop & Co.; motor garage, Old-lane 
Dyeworks, for Messrs. Gordon, Davies & Co. ; motor; 
garage, King Cross-street, for Mr. H. Fletcher; 
= ng shed, Birks Hall-street, for Messrs. J. & A. 
inns. ’ 

HERTS.—The County Council has decided to provide 
thirty-two police cottages, and will apply for sanction 
to borrow £16,000 for building the same. 

HORNSEA.—The Kiloral Hali in the Promenade 
Gardens is to be enlarged, to hold another 400 seats 
this season. 

HOYLAKE.—A faculty has been granted by the 
Chester Consistory Court to the Rev. W. T Warburton 
M.A., and the wardens of the church and new parish 
of Holy Trinity, to erect three stained-glass windows 
in the church a8 memorials to officers who have fallen 
in the war. : 

HULL.—Plans passed by Works Committee: 
Brigham & Cowan, Ltd., offices, Hecon-road ; Drypool 
Engineering Co., additions, Church-street; Holli- 
day & Barker, additions, Biundell-street ; J. Stather & 
Sons, Ltd., additions, Leonard-street; Premier Oil 
Extracting Co., Ltd., steel building, Stoneferry ; 
British Oli and Cake Co., Ltd., milk receiving house, 
Stoneferry; A. J. Darneley & Son, additions, 68, 
Spring-bank ; Sissons Bros. & Co., Ltd., additions, 
Bankside. 

_ ILKESTON.—Plans passed by T.C.: Alterations to 
factory, Bath-street, for Messrs. H. Carrier & Sons. 

KNUTSFORD.—The T.C. is to erect a hundred 
cottages on a site obtained from Lord Egerton, 
who is also to build forty or fifty dwellings. 

LANARK.—The Public Heaith Committee of the 
Lower Ward of Lanark have had before them a 
communication from Messrs. John Watson, Ltd.’ 
coaimasters, stating that they were sinking two pit 
shaits at Robroyston, and that when the coliicry 
was fully developed empioyment would be given to 
1,600 men. Provision would require to be made for 
at least 300 houses, and that this is an undertaking 
which under present conditions it is impossible for 
them to iace. They ask that the comniittee should 
give the matter their favourable consideration, and 
that if they were disposed to entertain the application 
Messrs. Watson would provide the ground required 
The Committee agreed that they could only act in the 
matter ot houses in the general interest, and that their 
first duty was to erect houses for the existing popula- 
tion. 

LISKEARD.—The R.D.C. has decided to make a 
start with thirty-seven new houses in various parishes. 
The complete scheme includes 114 houses. 

LIVERPOOL.—Mr. John Rankin has given £20,000 
to the Cathedral Building Fund. Mr. Rankin’s 
donation is to be devoted to the erection of the great 
southern porch, which will be the principle entrance 
to the new Cathedral from St. James’s-road, and will 
form a very imposing feature of the splendid edifice. 

LLANDUDNO—At a public meeting it was decided 
that the town’s war memorial be a monument, and 
that it be placed either in Prince Edward-square or on 
the Camera-hill. 

MAIDSTONE.—Plans passed by T.C. : New workshop, 
for Messrs. Reed & Co.; store room, for Messrs. 
Gardner & Sons’ lavatories, for Messrs. Foster 
Clark & Co.; extension of factory, for Messrs. E., 
Sharp & Co. 

MANCHESTER.—The HousingCommittee has received 
an offer irom the trustees of the Anson estate to sell 
100 acres of land near Birch Park for housing purposes. 
The T.C. propose to apply for sanction to borrow 
£2,550 for making up High-lane, Cringle Fields. 

NOTTINGHAM.—To meet the need for additional 
accommodation for the staff at the Guildhall, the City 
Council is recommended to sanction extension of the 
building, which will cost £8,000. The Guildhall Com- 
mittee has approved plans for building three stories 
on top of the police cells on the eastern side of the 
Guildhall. Drawing «ffices on each floor are proposed 
with access from the existing corridors. 

OssETT.—Plans passed by T.C. :—New warehouses, 
&e, Sunnydale Mills, for Messrs. Smith, Bros. & 
Hepworth ; alterations to shed, Station Hotel, 
Chickerley Heath, for Mr. A. Watson; sanitary 
improvements, Healey Old Mills, for Messrs. J. W. 
Smith, Ltd. 

OxTON.—The Rev. J. B. Sayer, M.A., and the 
wardens of St. Saviour’s, applied to the Chester 
Consistory Court for permission to erect a monument 
in the church as & war memorial to those men in the 
parish who have fallen in the war. The cost of the 
memorial is being defrayed by the voluntary contri- 
butions of the parishioners. ermission was granted. 

PLYMOUTH.——Plans passed by T.C. :—Garage, 15, 
Portiand Villas, tor-Dr. Blades; additions, 13, The 
Crescent for Mrs. Sloan; addition, factory, Gibbons’ 
lane, for Messrs. Brendon &.Dawe ; rebuiiding work- 
shop, &c., Kendie-street, for Messrs. Willoughby, 
Ltd.; alterations and additions, Salisbury Lodge, 
for Mr. W. Mumford; alterations and additions, 
Endsleigh-yard, for Mr. W. 'l. Jenkins; rebuilding 
workshiop, Alma Lodge, for the Co-operative Society Ltd. 

PONTEFRACT.—The T.C. has decided to submit to 
the Local Government Board ,»lane and schemes for 
the erection of 104 workmen’s dwellings on land near 
he Barracks, in Waketield-road. 238 


{Fesruary 14, 19!9. 


PURLEY.—As a memorial to the thousands of 
from the drapery trade who have been killed in the 
war, @ representative committee has decided to eres 
@ new school, costing £100,000, In connection with 
the trade schools at Russeii-hill, Purley. 

REDCAR.—A provisional license has been granteg 
at the Guisborough Brewster Sessions to Meggry 
Dorman, Long & Co. for an hotel they propose to 
build at the new garden village of Dormansto 
two miles from Redear. Several hundred |iouses ap, 

in course of compietion for the accommouation of 
workmen at the firm’s iron and steel works gt 
Warrenby. 

ROTHERHAM.—At a meeting of the T.C. the chairmay 
of the Housing Committee said it had been decided 
to purchase 109 acres at an average price of £1)] 
per acre. (ther purchases were contemplated, 
total expenditure on the housing scheme would be 
about a million and a half sterling. 

SALFORD.—The T.C. has passed the following 
lans :——Erection of stable and cart shed, 16, Garde. 
ane ; storage and wire cleansing shed, Urchard-strest: 

extensions to works, Hampson-street and Kast Charles. 
street; works, Greengate, Salford; alterations and 
additions to premises, 271, Chapel-street; w, 

Biackiriars-road ; bakery, George-street, Park-street: 
works, Worsley-street ;. staircase to tower, Seaford. 
road, Penaleton; works, Cobden-street, Pendleton: 
dwelling house, 2, Duke-street, Broughton. 

SOUTH SHIELDS.—I1n the laying out of the Cleadog 
Park estate the South Shields Corporation haye 
decided that the area shall be allocated to three maip 
purposes—-hospital, education, and housing. For the 
housing scheme 141 acres ‘vill be appropriated. About 
65 acres, inciuding the mansion house, buildings, 
offices, and the park and lanas surrounding it (exciud. 
ing the area to be devuted for educational Purposes) 
will be reserved for an infectious diseases hospital, 
sdnatorium, and for maternity and child welfary 
treatment. An area not exceeding five acres will 
be appointed for educational purposes. 

ST. ANDREWS.—At a meeting of the University 
Court of St. Andrews University the Principai reported 
that he had received from Mr. James Younger, LL.D 
of Mount Melville, an otter of a gift of £30,000 by Dr. 
and Mrs. Younger for the erection of a quincentenary 
memorial hail in St. Andrews, to be used for graduations 
ceremonials, the site to be fixed later. 

STOURBRIDGR.—Plans passed by ‘I'.C.:—Spade works, 
Enville-street, for Messrs. Pratt Bros.; house, Os- 
maston-road, Norton, ior Mr. E. W. Jackson. 

WILLESDEN.—Pians passed by U.D.C. :—Vire escape 
staircases, Tennyson Works, Willesden-lane, by Mr. G. 
A. Sexton, for Aero Coverings, Ltd. ; additions to 
factory, 370, High-road, Willesden Green, for the 
Electrical Contracts and Maintenance Co. ; workshop, 


Cumberland-avenue, by Mr. H. 8. Grainger, for Messrs. * 


T Illingworth, Ltd.; lavatory addition, 51, Craver 
Park-toad, Harlesden, by Mr. H. Shaw, for Mr. W. 
Holloway; .extension to factory, Wéinchelsea-road, 
Harlesden, by Mr. J. H. Fry, for the Harlesden Lam 
Co.; alterations and additions to 215-217, Cricklewood- 
broadway, by Mr. G. A. Sexton, for Messrs, Welford & 
Sons, Ltd; alterations and additions to 47 and 49, 
Chichester-road, Kilburn, by Mr. W. A. fiudson, for 
Mrs. H. Figgis ; additional lavatory accommodation, 
1, Rucklidge-avenue, Harlesden, for Messrs. Norton & 
Gregory, Ltd.; stores addition to factory premises, 
Dog-lane, Stdnebridge Park, for the British Emaillite 
Co., Ltd.; proposed building line for Parish hall and 
club, corner of Canterbury-road and Neville-road, 
Kilburn, for the vicar and churchwardens of St. Luke's 
Church, Kilburn, by Captain R. P. Kennedy ; rooms 
in roof at 70, Teignmouth-road, by Mr. C. W. B. Sim 
monds, for Mr. Leon Vermont. 
WREXHAM.—At the last meeting of the T.C. progress 
was reported in connection with the housimg scheme 
at Acton and a town-planning scheme to include the 
whole of the borough and a small portion oi the rural 
district. Interviews had taken place between the 
Town Clerk (Mr. Lawson ‘ayior) and Professor 
Abercrombie and Mr. Lockwood, of Chester, the 
architects who have been appointed by tlie Conneil 
to advise on the schemes and to prepare the necessaly 
plans. The number of houses to be erected on 70 acres 
of land near Chester-road is not to excced 12 to the 
acre, and, with regard to a 10-acre field, the dwelling 


a 4 


houses to be erected thereon are to be of a rental of 


£35 and £30 for detached and semi-detached house 
respectively. 


FIRES. 


BETHNAL GEEEN.—The premises of Mesers. B 
Bean, Ltd., Old Nichol-street, have been destroyed 
fire. 
OTe cxeuen.~Demes? to the amount of several 
thousand pounds has been caused by a fire at Burma 
i. 
ner serious fire has occurred at the 
aerodrome of Messrs. Vickers, Ltd., Joycc-greel, 
Dartford, causing damage estimated at over +50,000. 


INVERARY.—A great part of Dalchenna House, — 


ilies from Inverary, has been gutted by 

The house was built in 1891 as a residence for th 
Sheriff Substitute of Argyll. 

RADCLIFFE.—A fire in the rag store-room in * 
Radeliffe Paper Mull Co.’s works, James-stret, di 
damage estimated at between £4,000 and £0,0U0. 

,) SOUTHWARK.—An alarming fire occurred at ’ 
temises of the South Metropolitan Gas Co., in Ol 
Kent-road, a building of two floors, used as 4 gas 
stove store, the upper part of which sustal 
considerable damage. ; : ait 

YARMOUTH.—Hailf the principal business 8‘! “5 
Great Yarmouth has been destroyed. Tiv ire 
originated in Arnold’s drapery and furnishiny .— 
in Regent-street, and spread to the shops © © 
Scotch Wool Stores, Measrs. Salmon & Giuc steit, 
tobacconists, another tobacconist, a jeweller, and a8 
umbrelia manufacturer, ail of whose premises , vere 
burnt ous. 
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COMPETITIONS, CONTRACTS, &c. 


For some contYacts still open, but not included in this List, see previous issues. Those with 


an asterisk (%*) are advertised in this number. 


ments x1; : 1 
tion are imposed in some cases, 


Contracts iv; Competitions iv; Public Appoint- 
Sales by Auction xlii. Certain conditions beyond those given in the following ifforma- 
such as that advertisers do not bind themselves to accept the 


lowest or any tender; that a fair wages clause shall be observed ; that no allowance will be made for 
tenders; and that deposits are returned on receipt of a bona-fide tender unless stated to the contrary 


The date given at the commencement of each paragraph is the latest date when the tender or the 
names of those willing to submit tenders, may be sent in. 


BUILDING AND PAINTING. 


FEBRUARY 15,—Seaham Harbour.—PAaINTING.— 
Tenders invited for covering the room and painting of 
windows in Durham Miners’ Institute. Particulars 
Mr. k. Lawson, Miners’ Secretary, Dawdon, Seaham 
Harbour. : 

FEBRUARY 17.—Burton-on-Trent.—JOBBING WORKS. 
—The Education Committee invite tenders for jobbing 
work at the public elementary schools for one year, 
Forms of tender of Mr. L. E. Burge.s, Secretary, 
Education Offices, Guild-street, Burton. 

FEBRUARY 17.—Plymouth.— REPAIRS, &c.—Tenders 
are invited by the Corporation for. alterations and 
repairs to the following properties : No. 5, Stafford-row, 
Granby-street ; Nos. 1 & 2, Lambhay-hill; Nos, 13 & 
15, Castle-street. Specifications of Mr. James Paton, 
Borough Engineer, Municipal Offices, Plymouth. 

FEBRUARY 17.—Rochdale.—PAINTING.—The Baths 
Committee invite tenders for painting inside of Smith 
street Baths. Specifications of the Borough Surveyor, 
Town Hall, Rochdale. 

FEBRUARY 19.—Derby, &ce.—PAaINTING, &0.—The 
Directors of the Midland Railway Company invite 
tenders for the following cleaning and painting works ° 
—(1) Loco. depots. at Leicester and West Bridge ; (2) 
Loco. Depots av Burton and Coalville; (3) Station 
buildings, &c., Gospel Oak~to Wanstead Park; (4) 
Station buildings, &c., Darfield to Park Gate and 
Rawmarsh ; (5) Station buildings, &c., Withington 
to Hazel Grove ; (6) Passenger, goods, and locomotive 
buildings, &c., at Skipton; (7) Leeds and Hunslet 
passenger stations, &c. Specifications at the Engineer's 
Office, Derby Station. 

FEBRUARY 19.— Huntifigdon. — SHEDDING. — The 
Huntingdonshire Agricultural Society invites tenders 
for the erection of shedding at the annual shows for 
the next four years. Forms of tender of Mr. A. G. 
Dilley; Secretary, Market Hill, Huntingdon. 

FEBRUARY 19.—London.—The Metropolitan Asy- 
lums Board invites separate tenders for (1) external 
painting work; (2) forming new entrance to the 
Central Stores. Drawings, specifications, &ec., may 
y eee at the Office of the Board, Embankment, 


FEBRUARY 22.—Westgate-on-Sea.— PAINTING.-—The 
Ise of Thanet R.D.C. invites tenders for the painting 
. cog shelters, band stand and conveniences at 

estgate-on-Sea. Specifications of the Surveyo 
Station-road, Birchington. ~ 

FEBRUARY 24.—Bundoran.—REPAIRS.—The Great 
Northern Railway Co. (Ireland) invites tenders for the 
Tepair of the Co.'s Hotel at Bundoran, co. Donegal. 
Dublin. Deposit, £1 1s. 


No DaTE.—Birstall.—Roor.—Tenders invited for 
supplying and erecting corrugated iron roof for 
building about 56 feet by 40 feet. Particulars to 
Howden Clough Collieries, Ltd., Birstall. 

_ No DatE.—Bootle—WaLis.—The Bootle Vestry 
invite tenders for houndry walls of burial-ground 
extensions. Specification of the Rectory, Bootie. 

No DatrE.—Eye.—RrFpalrs.—The Town Counci 
of Eye invite tenders for repairs to:the Town 7 
sg Particulars of Mr. Harold Warnes, Town Cierk, 
“ye. j 

No DatEe.—Hull.—Factory.—Tenders are invited 
for the erection of a factory, principally of reinforced 
concrete, for Messrs. Needlers, Ltd., Hull. Builders 
desirous ot submitting tenders should apply to Messrs. 
B. 3. Jacobs & Snowden, Architects, Land of Green 
Ginger, Hull. 

No DaTE.—Northampton.—LaBoraTory.—Build 
wishing to tender for the erection of the Pathological 
Laboratory at the Northampton General Hospitai 
are a ee send their names to the architect. 
Sleiliemenen. orman,-A.A.I.R.A., 18, Market-square 

No DAtTr.—Torbay.—REpatrs, &¢ Tende 
a . , — Ts 
a for the repair and re-painting of the euberige 
' Archie eae bt aid Quantities of Mr. 

¥ g cas, F.R.I.B.A., G Y 
High-strect, Eonwy. B.A., Guildhall Chambers, 

NO DATE.—Wells-next-the-Sea COTTA 
’ — AGES.— 
Wells-next-the-Sea Urban District Council invite 
enders for the erection of four pairs of semi-detached 
ig under the supervisjon of their architects 
; essrs. Kennard & Kennard, of 12, Grav’s Inn-square, 
udon, W.C. 1. Quantities from Mr. Herbert E. 


Loynes, Clerk, Council ells-nex 
aha Depsele, = oe Wells-next-the-Sea, 


FURNITURE, MATERIALS, etc. 


FEBRUARY 15.—Dorkin 

" CAR - &-—ROAD MATERIAL.— 
ie is fenders for tarred slag and refined ag 
Office, Dork mag of Mr. S. 8. Gettings surveyor, Council 
Ue ny 15.—Gainsborough.—MATERIALS.—The 
mateet Rt: es tenders for road, sewer and other 
one 8. Forms of tender of Mr. S. W. Parker. 
7 + see and Surveyor, Council Offices, Gainsborough, 
: ARY 15.— Rotherham. — MATERIALS. — 
Corporation invites tenders for one year's ~atape. 


road materials, pipes, oil, &c. Forms of tender of 
Mr. J. Salvin, acting borough ecugineer, Town Hall, 
Rotherham. 

FEBRUARY 15.—Stafford.—MATERIALS. —The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for the supply of various 
nmterials, including timber, water fittings, pipes, &c. 
Form of tender of Mr. W. Plant, Borough Yngineer, 
Stafford. 

FEBRUARY 15.—Stoke - on - Trent.— MATERIALS.— 
The Corporation invites tenders for materials, including 
cement, bricks. pipes and gullies, touls, &e. Forms of 
tender of the Borough surveyor, Town Hall, Stoke-on- 
Trent. F 

FEBRUARY 15.—Wells—ROAD MATERIALS.—The 
R.D.C. invite tenders of granite, limestone and tar- 
macadam for one year. Forms of tender of Mr. V. W. 
Berry, Surveyor, Poor Law Offices, Wells. 

FEBRUARY 17.—Belfast.—RAILWAY STORES.— 
Tenders are invited by the Belfast and County. Down 
Railway Cv. for the supply of stores for 12 months. 
Fornis of tender of Mr. H. E. Mellor secretary, Ba.i ast. 

FEBRUARY 17.—Eccles.—MATERIALS.—The Eccles 
Corporation invite tendera for the supply of mate-ials 
for the year ending March 31, 1920, including rouy afid 
sewer materials. Forms of tender of Mr. Thomas 
S. Picton, Borough Engineer, Eccles. 

FEBRUARY 18.—Bootle.—MATERIALS.—The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for various materials used 
in the municipal service for one year. Forms of 
tender of the Borough Engineer, Town Hall, Bootle. 

FEBRUARY 18.—London.—The Central London 
Building Co., Ltd., require tenders for the supply of 
100,000 single rough stocks.—Address, as above, to 
116, Judd-street, St. Pancras, W.C. 1 

FEBRUARY 13.—London.—The Central _ London 
Building Co Ltd., require tenders for the supply of 
one milion Fletton bricks.—Address, as above, to 
116, Judd-street. St. Pancras, W.C. 1. . 

FEBRUARY 18.—-Wallasey.—RAILWAY MATERIALS. 
—The Wallasey Corporation invite tenders for the 
following materials required for their railway siding 
renewals at the Gas and Water Works : About 25 tons 
FB. rails (70 lb. per yard), four special crossings, four 
pairs of points, 500 creosoted sleepers, fish-plates, 
bolts, dogs, &c. Specification of the gas and water 
engineer, Mr. J. H. Crowther, Limekiln-lane, Wallasey, 
Cheshire. r} 

FEBRUARY 19.—Rawtenstall.— MATERIALS. — The 


Corporation of Rawtenstall invite tenders for the- 


supply of road, sewer and other materials. Forms 
of tender of the Acting Borough Surveyor, Town Hall, 


Rawtenstall. 

FEBRUARY 19.—Richmond (Surrey).—MATERIALS.— 
The T.C. inyite tenders for all kinds of materials. 
Particulars of Mr. J. H. Brierley, Borough Surveyor, 
Richmond Surrey. 

FEBRUARY 19.—Swansea.—MATERIALS.—The Cor- 
poration invites tenders for the materials required in 
connection with the various municipal services. 
Forms of tender of the Borough Engineer, Guildhall, 
Swansea. 

FEBRUARY 20.—Wetherby.—ROAD MATERIALS. — 
The Wetherby Rural District Council invite tenders 
for the supply of clean slag, granite, tar-macadam, 
and cob-limestone. Forms of tender from the Sur- 
veyor, Mr. A. Suttel, Council Offices, Wetherby. 

Fesruary 20.— Wetherby. — Toots, &0:— The 
Wetherby Rural District Council invites tenders for 
the supply of the tools and stores required in the 
Highways Department for.the year ending March 31, 
1920. Forms of tender from the Surveyor to the 
Council, Mr. A. Suttel, Council Offies, Wetherby. 

FEBRUARY 21.—Stratford-on-Avon.—MATERIALS.— 
The Corporation invite tenders for one year’s supply 
of road materials, lime, pipes, &c. Forms of tender 
of Mr. F. W. Jones, Borough Surveyor, Stratford-on- 
Avon. 

FEBRUARY 22.—Bedford—RoAaD MATERIALS\— 
The Bedfordshire County Council invites tenders for 
broken granite, slag, flints and gravel. Particulars of 
the County Surveyor, Shire Hall, Bedford. 

FEBRUARY 22. — Mitcham. — MATERIALS. — The 
U.D.C. invites tenders for road and sewer materials, «c 
Forms of tender from the Surveyor, London-road, 
Lower Mitcham. 

FEBRUARY 24.—Margate—-ROAD MATERIALS.— 
The Corporation invites tenders for road materials 
for one year. Forms of tender of Mr. E. A. Borg. 
Borough Surveyor, 13, Grosvenor-place, Margate. 

FEBRUARY 25.—Barton-upon-Irwell.—The Buarton- 
upon-Irwell Rural District Council invite tenders for 
the supply of setts, kerbs, macadam, flags, limestone 
chippings, sanitary pipes and road brushes. Form of 
tender of Mr. G. G. Forster, unrveyor, Council Offices, 
Patricroft. 

FEBRUARY 26.—Durham.—STEAM ROLLING AND 
MATERIALS.—The Durham» County Council invite 
tenders for steam rolling and for road materials and 
tools. Forms of tender of Mr. A. E. Brookes, County 
Surveyor, Shire Hall, Durham. 

FEBRUARY 26. — Hemel-Hempsted. — Tar. — The 
Council invites, tenders for 15,000 gallons of refined 
tar. Forms of tender of Mr. W. R. Locke, Borough 
Surveyor, Hemel Hempsted, Herts. 
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FEBRUARY 26.—London.—ROAD' MATERIALS.— 
The Commissioners of H.M. Works invites tenders for 
supply of-road materials for one year. Forms of 
tender of the Director of Contracts, H:M. Office of 
Works, Storey’s-gate, Westminster, 8.W. 

FEBRUARY 28.—Durham.—ROAD MATERIALS.— 
The Durham County Council invites tenders for road 
materials for the Auckland and Chester main road 
district. Forms of tender of Mr. A. KE. Brookes, 
County Surveyor, Shire Hall, Durham. 

FEBRUARY 28.—East Ham.—MATERIALS.—The 
Borough Council invites tenders for the supply of 
materials used in the municipal services. Forms of 
tender of Mr. C. E. Wilson, Town Clerk, Town Hall, 
East Ham. 

MARCH 1.—South Shields—MATERIALS.—Tenders 
are invited by the Corporation for six months’ supply 
of the various materials required in the muncipal 
services. Forms of tender of Major L. Roseveare, 
Borough Engineer, South Shields. 

MARCH 3.—Maesteg.—MATERIALS.—The Maesteg 
Urban District Council invite tenders for the supply 
of materials for the various services. Forms of tender 
of Mr. Samuel J. Harpur Surveyor, Municipal Offices, 
Talbot-street, Maesteg. 


ENGINEERING, IRON AND STEEL. 


FEBRUARY 17.—Manchester.—TRAMWAY - RAILS— 
The Tramways Committee of the Manchester Corpora- 
tion invite tenders for the supply and delivery of 
(a) steel girder tramway fails, (>) fishplates. Specifica- 
tions of Mr. J. M. McElroy, General Manager, Corpora- 
tion Tramways 55, Piccadilly Manchester. Deposit 
£1 Is, 

MARCH 1.—Bradford.—CoprprR RAIL BENDS.— 
The Corporation invites tenders for copper rail bends. 
kurms of tender of Mr. W. H. S. Dawson, Borough 
Engineer, Town Hall, Bradford. 

No DaT&.—Delabole.—HEATING.—Tenders are in- 
vited for Heating the Wesleyan Church at Delabole, 
Cornwall. Particulars of Mr. Wm. Kendall, Delabole. 


ROAD, SANITARY, AND WATER 
WORKS. 


EEBRUARY 15.—Wells.—STEAM ROLLING.— 
Tenders are invited by the R.D.C. for steam rolling 
and secarifving for one year. Forms of tender of 
Mr. V. W. Berry, Surveyor, Poor Law Offices, Wells. 

FEBRUARY 19.—Rowley Regis.—DRAINAGE, &¢.— 
The U.D.C. of Rowley Regis invites tenders for 
drainage, raising level of land, fencing, path-forming, 
erection of tool-house, &c., and generally forming and 
preparing for burial purposes a part of the site pur- 
chased for a cemetery. Specifications.of Mr. Daniel 
Wright, Clerk, Council House, Old Hill, Staffordshire. 

FEBRUARY 22.—Chester.—ROADS.—The Cheshire 
County Council invite tenders for road materials 
and for tar spraying and rolling. Forms of tender of 
Mr. W. Holland, County Survey or The Castle, Chester 

* FEBRUARY 26.—London.—ROAD MTERIALS.—. 
The Commissioners of H.M. Works, &c., are prepared 
to receive tenders for the supply of road materials for 
one year. Forms of tender and all particulars may be 
obtained on application to the Director of Contracts 
at H.M. Office of Works, Storey’s-gate, Westminster, 
8.W. 1. j 


Public Appotntments. 


* MARCH 3.—Newecastie-on-Tyne.—The Education 
Committee of the County of Northumberland invite 
applications for the appointment of architect to the 
Committee. Salary £350, rising by £25 to £450. 

*MarcH 1.—Gloucester—The Education Com- 
mittee of the Gloucestershire County Council invite 
applications for post of Chief Architectural Assistant. 
Salary £260 per annum. — to R. 8. 
Phillips, Architect to the Education Committee 
Shire Hall, Gloucester. 

FEBRUARY 10.—London.—MATERIALS, &C.,—The 
Willesden District Council invite tenders from persons 
to execute various work and to supply materials. 
Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained 
upon application to Mr. Ben Haylor, Acting Engineer 
the Council, Municipal Offices, Dyne-road, Kilburn, 
N.W. 6. 


Auction Sales. 


FEBRUARY 20.—London.—Messrs. Churchill 9 & 
Sin will sell by order and for account of the Board of 
Trade at the Great Hall, Winchester House, Old 
Broad-street, E.C., quantity of American hardwood 
jumber, &c. Catalogues to be had from Churchill & 
Sim, Brokers, 29, Cl»mants-lane, E.C. 

%* FEBRUARY 27.—Liverpool.—TIMBER, &0.—Messrs. 
A fred Dobelf & Co. wiil sell without reserve hard- 
wood timber, &c., by order of the Board of Trade. 
Catalogues and particulars. apply to the Auctioneers, 
as above, Liverpool. ia ss ney, 

Maro -11.—Southend.—Wessrs. Fulier Horsey, 
som & Cassell, will sell n lots, at the B tilding Works 
of Messrs. Baker & Wiseman, Tyler’s-aven 'e, South- 
end, woodworking machinery, gas engines &e. Cata- 
logues, when ready, from th> Auctioneers, 11, Billiter- 
square, E.C. 3. 

tt ALA L LALA 


Messrs. Archibald Vickers, Ltd., 28, King- 
street, Covent-garden, W.C. 2, are issuing ‘as 
series of leaflets dealing with paint problems, 
and they will be pleased to send the whole. 
series, on application, to anyone interested. 
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THE BRITISH INDUSTRIAL 
“SAFETY FIRST” 
ASSOCIATION. 


Tus Association was established in 1918 to 
rovide remedial measures for cutting the 
osses which the following facts reveal :— 
An official return of Workmen’s Compensation 
shows that, for the year 1913, £3,361,650 were 
paid in respect of “3,748 death, and 476,920 
disablement, claims, an increase of 25 per cent. 
on the figures of the preceding year. Not- 
withstanding the great amount of attention 
given to the fencing of machinery and provision 
of safeguards against accidents in ‘general, 
in 1914, 969 persons were killed, and 147,045 
were injured, by accidents in factories and 
workshops alone. If to these figures were 
added the accidents in mines, quarries, building 
and other constructional work, and railways, 
the figures would be more than double. 

The Association has been formed (1) To 
advocate and facilitate, amongst other objects, 
the formation in each industry, as well as in 
each firm in such industry, of a “ Safety 
First’ Committee, comprising representatives 
of employers and employees, to investigate 
the causes of accidents peculiar to the individual 
industry, and to discover and apply effective 
measures of prevention. (2) To conduct an 
intensive educational “Safety First” cam- 
paign among employers and workpeople, to 
include the issue, for exhibition in factories, 
workshops, &c., of pamphlets, posters, diagrams, 
tersely worded phrases of admonition and 
warning, all designed to illustrate the known 
causes of preventable accidents, and to indicate 
how to avoid them. It is also intended to 
organise “ Safety First ’’ meetings in industrial 
circles, and conferences for the discussion 
of all phases of the movement, and to offer 
awards, diplomas, &c., for acts of conspicuous 
merit performed in preventing accidents. 

It is also hoped that in bringing employers 
and workpeople together in closer co-operation 
and intimacy whilst pursuing the humane task 
of accident prevention, feelings of mutual 
confidence and esteem may develop; a 
national asset would thereby be created and 
become a factor of first magnitude in the work 
of industrial reconstruction. 

_ Many of the largest firms and trade unions 
in the country are actively supporting the 
movement, and it is hoped to proceed at once 
with the preparation of ‘Safety’ notices 
and literature specially suited for individual 
industries, which will be supplied free to the 
firms who become members of the Association. 

Lord Leverhulme is the President of the 
Association, the aims of which we are glad to 
draw attention to. We hope the Association 
will have a long and useful existence. 
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PATENTS. 


APPLICATIONS PUBLISHED.* 


114,154.—C. Forbes and D. Forbes: 
bined derrick and transporter. 

118,270.—Naamlooze Vennootschap Neder- 
landsche Maatschappij Tot Exploitatie Van 
Optimiet Fabrieken: Process for the manu- 
facturing of a product substituting ebonite, 
bakelite, and such-like materials. 

_121,693.—J, R. Long and W. A. Putt : Bench 
vice. 

121,712.—W. Hall-Jones and B. Highfield- 
Jones: Folding camp furniture. 

121,750—W. Prior, W. L. Prior, and J. S. 
Gibson: Manufacture of hollow articles from 
wood laminae. 

121,756.—J. Palin: Grabs. 

121,770.—R. B. Wasdell : 
cisterns. 

121,781.—Parkinson Stove Co. and J. A. 
Thompson: Protection of iron and steel 
surfaces, 


Com- 


Ball cocks for 





* All these Applications are now in 
epposition to 
made, 


the stage in which 


@ grant of Patents upon them may be 
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LAW REPORTS. 


OrFictaL REFEREE’S Court. 
(Before Mr. Potiocg.) 
Building Claim. 
Matchett v. Lamplough. 

In this case Mr. W. L. Matchett, a builder, 
of Maidenhead, claimed from Mr. Frederick 
Lamplough, a London engineer, resident at 
Maidenhead, £421 5s. 8d. balance of charges 
for work done and materials supplied in con- 
nection with building operations at the defen- 
dant’s house at Bray, called “The Old Ta 
House.” Ey 

Mr. G, A. Scott was counsel for the plaintiff, 
and Mr. F. J. Willis was for the defendant. 

The defendant counterclaimed for breach of 
contract. 

It appeared from the statement by counsel 
of the plaintiff's case that the defendant desired 
to have the house altered and extended at a 

cost of about £1,726. The work began on 
November 30, 1915, and on December 24 of 
that year the final specification was sent in. 
A form of contract was submitted, but Never 
executed. The defendant subsequently decided 
to do a great deal of extra work, and throughout 
he acted as his own architect. Amongst the 
eftras was a drawing office for which an 
estimate of £40 was given, the construction of a 
veranda at a cost of £50, and an enlargement 
of the kitchen and scullery for which an estimate 
of £70 was given. Apart from these three written 
estimates no price was given, although the 
defendant said that there was a verbal agree- 
ment that the whole of the work was to be done 
for £315. On February 9 a further specification 
was sent in for certain. decorative work on the 
old part of the house, and as the work went on 
defendant paid quite freely to begin with, 
until disputes arose, resulting in the present 
action. 

A great deal of evidence was given, the 
hearing having occupied several days last 
term, and the defendant’s case was continued 
after the Christmas vacation. 

The defendant counterclaimed for work 
which was alleged was necessary owing to the 
imperfect work of the plaintiff; and during 
the hearing the Official Referee made a personal 
inspection of the premises in order to supple- 
ment the evidence given as to the manner in 
which the plaintiff had carried out his contract 
obligations. 

The Official Referee, in giving judgment, 
said that one of the points made on behalf of 
the plaintiff was that at the time the arrange- 
ments were made between plaintiff and defen- 
dant, in 1915, plaintiff drew up a document 
which was submitted to defendant, which 
shqwed the quantities and materials required, 
and the contention was that the prices charged 
for the extra work were in accordance with the 
prices shown in that document. It was absurd 
under the circumstances to say that the work 
could have been done for less by somebody 
else. As to some of the complaints, it appeared 
that they were not made until a considerable 
time after the work had been completed, and 
not a word was said about them when defendant 
wrote detailing matters of which he ecom- 
plained. Some of the defects of which defen- 
dant complained were no doubt caused by 
atmospherical influences, the house, from its 
situation near the river, being naturally damp. 
It was clear that a builder who undertook to 
do a job of this kind did not undertake that 
his work would stand for ever and a day, and 
he was entitled to be paid after his work was 
finished and had been approved. There would 
be judgment for the plaintiff for £418 15s. 8d 
on the claim, and for the plaintiff also on the 
counter-claim. 

Judgment entered accordingly, with costs. 
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Estate for Garden City. 

St. Helens. Town Council have decided to 
purchase a large part of Sir David Gamble’s 
estate, known as Winalehurst, and to borrow 
£45,000 to erect a garden city on it. 


Ls 
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NEW COMPANIES. 


The particulars quoted below have bee 
compiled by Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company 
Registration Agents, of 116 and 117, Chancery. 
lane, W.C. 2, from the documents available 





_at the Companies Registry :— 


H. G. Atkinson, Son & Co., Lrp. (152,739,) 
Registered January 23, 1919. 28, Calls, Leeda, 
To acquire and carry on the business of timber 
importers, cement, gravel, lime and building 


material merchants, &c. Nominal capital 
£25,000. 
G. Eacieton, Lrp. (152,333). Registered 


December 21, 1918. To carry on the busines 
of hauliers, carriers, quarry masters, stone 
merchants, &c. Nominal capital, £4,000. 
FLEETWwooD District Properties, Lr, 
(152,778.) Registered January 24, 1919. To 
acquire land, house and other property, freehold 
and leasehold ground rents, &c. Nominal 
capital, £5,000. - 
J. L. GREEN & Co., Ltp. (152,109). 79, Essex. 
road, London. Registered December 3, 1918, 
To carry on the business of dealers in wood, ex- 
porters and importers of timber, manufacturers 


of articles made from Wood, &c. Nominal 
capital, £50,000. y 
R. Hewett, Lrp. (152640). -Registered 


January 15, 1919. To acquire and carry on 
the business of builder and decorator. Nominal 
capital, £2,000. 

’ Stas, Lrp. (152601.) Registered January 13, 
1919. 3, Berners-street, London. To carry on 
the business of designers, makers and manu- 
facturers of jigs and fixi :res, designers for 
engineering tools and; parts, {&c. Nominal 
capital, £500. 

W. G. Lacy & Co., Lrp. (152,378). Regis- 
tered December 23, 1918. To acquire and 
carry on the business of sanitary specialists, 
disinfectors and sterilisers. Nominal capital, 
£1,500. 

LUFFENHAM [Ron Co.,  Lrp.  (152,355)r 
Registered December 21st, 1918. To search fo, 
iron ore, limestone, sand, building stone, &e. 
and turn same to account. Nominal capital, 
£100,000. 

JAMES Macattan & Co., Lrp. (152,420), 
Broad-street House, E.C. Registered Decem- 
ber 30,1918. Toact as consulting, civil, electrical 
and mechanical engineers, &. Nominal capi- 
tal, £5,000. 

W. E. Marson, Lrp. (152,377), Registered 
December 23, 1918. Eagle Works, Durham- 
grove, Homerton. To carry on the business 
of cabinet-makers, scientific instrument case 
makers, mechanical engineers, &c. Nominal 
capjtal, £5,000. 

The Martinit Slate and Sheet Co., Ltd. 
(152,111). Thames House, Queen’s Street- 
place, London. Registered December 3, 1918. 
To manufacture or otherwise acquire and deal 
in asbestos, cement, slates, sheets, tiles and 
other products. Nominal capital, £1,000. 

Moor ENGINEERING AND Pree Works, Lr. 
(152,441), North Moor-street, Sunderland. 
Registered December 31.1918. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers and dealers in all 
kinds of pipes and their connections and fittings, 
iron founders, &c. Nominal capital, £20,000. 

Srup1o Ceramics, Lrp. (152,315). Regis- 
tered December 19, 1918. To carry on the 
business of manufacturers or dealers in potters 
materials, ceramic and other colours, <“c. 


- Nominal cap, £1,500. 


Leonarp G. Tate & Co., Lrp. (152,372). 
Registered December 23, 1918. To carry on 
the business of electrical, mechanical and 
hydraulic engineers and contractors, &c. Nomi- 
nal capital, £1,000. 


Warren Row Wauarrixc Works, L710. 
(152,524), Warren-row, Henley-on-Thames, 
Berks. Registered January 6. To carry om 


the business of- manufacturers and merchants 
and dealers in whiting, bricss, tiles, pipes and 
ceramic ware of all kinds. Nominal capita’, 
£6,000. 
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- PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS.* 


[Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials 


should be confirmed by inquiry. 


BRICKS, &c, ‘ 


Per 1,000 Alongside, in River Thames 
up‘to London Bridg:3. " . - 


Pest StocKS 2.22... cece escccccccccecess 
Per 1000, Seed * London Goods Stations. 
5 £ 


ae 8. 
29 &6 Best Blue 


Flettons ...... 
Best Stour- Pressed Staf- 
pridge Fire fordshire .. 7 18. 6 
GUS .0s000 Do. Bullnose coe 3 6 
giazeD ‘BRICKS— Blue Wire Cuts 6:3 6 
Best | White, D’ble ‘Str’tch’ra 24 17 6 
lvory, and D’ble Headers 21 17 6 
Salt Glazed One Side and 
Stretchers ...19 7 6 two Ends .. 25 17 6 
Headers....... 18 17 6 Two Sides and 
Quoins, Bull- one End.... 26 17 6 
nose and 4¢in. , Splays and 
Plats ...<.0- 22°17 6 Squints..... 24 7 6 


Second Quality, £1 per 1.000 less than best. 
Glazed bricks priced at so much each, 50 per cent. 


advance on list. 
Permission to be obtained from Director of Supplies 


for Fiettons, Wire Cuts, &c. 





a. d. 
Thames Ballast ........ 17 O per yard, delivered 
Pit Sand ........ oo Ue 
Thames Sand .......+.. - ea ew 2 miles 
Best Washed Sand ...... a Oe oe a radius 
fin. Shingle for Ferro- Padding- 
Concrete .....- oepevee ak + ae ton. 
, 9 17 0 %* > 
Per ton. delivered in London area. 
&-<«¢.-¢é £ 8s. d. 
Best Portland Cement ...... 8 8 man. o 


Do. 61/- alongside at Vauxhall in 80-ton Tots. 
Ferrocrete 2s. 6d. per ton extra on aboVe. 
Best Ground Blue Lias Lime 2 2 6 at rly. depot. 
NoTe.—The cement or lime 1s exclusive of the ordinary 
charge for sacks. The sacks are charged at 2s. 6d, 
each and credited at 2s. each if returned in good 
condition within three months. 
Grey Stone Lime ...... 47s. Od. per ton delivered. 
Stourbridge Fireclay in s’cks 37s. 6d. per ton at rly. dpt. 


STONE. 

BaTH STONE—delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambetn, G.W.R.. per ft. cube...... 2 

Do. do. delivered in railway trucks at Nine 
Elms, L. & S.W.R.. per ft. cube .......... 2 1% 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons at Nine Elms 
Depot . 2°23 

PoRTLAND STONE— 

Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine ue, 14 8.W.R., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Mileage Station 
G.W.R., per ft. cube 22.52.00 Ey EE 

Do. do. delivered on road waggons at above 
stations, per ft. cube.< ....ccscseccceee 

White basebed, 2d. per ft. cube extra. 
Norg.—d. ft. cube extra for every foot over 20 ft. 


average. 
RaNbou BLOOKS—Per ¥. Cube, dglivered at Riy.Dpot. 
8. d. 


6. d. 
Ancasterin blocks 210 Closeburn 


i 


2 104 
2 114 


Beer in blocks ... v Freestone...... 3 0 

Grinshill in blocks 2 t Red & White Mans- 

Darley Dale in fieldrandom block 4 8 
ee 210 # Yellow Magnesian 


Limestone do.do 3 9 
YoRK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ....... Per Ft. Cube 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 
UNITS oc thee cue sesesd Per It. Super 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ditto RS 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (random sizes) ,, 
2 in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) ........ pesedeqnecss. 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto, ditto .......6.... as 
ARD York— 
, Delivered atany Goods Station London. 
Scappled random blocks ........ Per Ft. Cube 4 
6 in. sawn two sides landing to sizes (under 40ft. 
songs pen BOT. Oe ee PerFt.Super 4 
6 in. rubbed two sides ditto .......... es 6 
n. sawn two sides slabs(random sizes) ,, 1 
2in. self-faced random flags ..Per Yard Super 6 
WwoobD. 
TIMBER CONTROL ORDER, 1918. 
Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the Timber Control Order, 
1918, the Controller of Timber Supplies hereby gives 
notice that until further notice the following shall be 
the maximum prices at which imported timber may be 
These prices are per standard landed and in store. 


~ WHITE SEA REDWOOD 


- and 3rd gth rst yx 37d qth 
Ss £ 4 4 
Biit.....: 50 67 55 63 2 x 9...... 53 51 49 47 
x9 Cea 56 54 52 50 2 x 8......52 50 48 46 
‘x 8......53 51 49 47 2 x 7......52 50 48 46 
ox 7 elite 53 51 49 47 3 x 6 47 
of £ 8x 11..58 56 54 51 23x 6 47 
’ &3x9 ..53 51 49 47.83 x 5 3 46 
& S.5:509 52 50 48 46 2x 5 46 
Eg ete 52 60 48 46 2 x 6 (8 | 47 
3447/8... .52 60 48 46 2 x & 45 
X11......58 56 54561 2 x 4 45 


UNSORTED LARCHWOOD at 8rd Archangel Red- 


wood Prices. 
Boards, 1st and 2nd, £2 10s. extra. 
Boards, 8rd-and ‘4th, £1 10s. extra. 
WHITE SEA WHITEWOOD. 
1s 


Ist. 2nd. 8rd. it. 2nd.-8rd> 
Te ere 
ostend u/s... 
3x10 ...... 54 52 49 8x7 u/s .. 48 


8x 9...... 52 50 48 24&2x 8u/s 48 
£ 


244 2x7 i/s ‘bs 9 § +x 5 u/s 46 a % 

3 X68} u/s... 4710 0 3X Buss... 46 0 0 

Se ae a7 10 9 - x 5u/.... 45°0 0 

miws.. eee oe 
Boards, £1 10s. extra per std. 


WOOD (Continued). 
FEATHER EDGED BOARDS, £50 per std. 
SAWN LATHS, 3s. 9d. per bundle. 


U/S SLATING BATTENS (yellow and white and 


strips), £44. 
5th ditto, £42, 
SWEDISH AND NORWEGIAN FLOORING AND 
MATCHING. 
U/S Red and White. " 
Per 100ft. super. Per 100 ft. super 
Him P.E. at 71/6 in. P.B. at 37/- 
ljin, P.E. at 60/- in. P.B. at 31/- 
lin. P.E. at 47/- in. P.E. at 23/- 
jin. P.E. at 41/- 
If tongued and grooved or tengued and grooved and 
matched, 9d. per square extra. 
lin. x 1llin P.E at £54 lin.x 9in, P.E. at £51 
lin. x 10in, P.E. at £53 lin, x 8in. P.E. at £49 


CANADIAN AND AMERICAN YELLOW PINE 
Ist. 2nd. 3rd. 


& &-8& 
8x1l2andup 80 69 67 8x 8...... 62 55 53 
KEE. seccse ee <n, BT. covvce 60 53 51 
2 Pees 66 58 56 3x4/6...... 68 651 «a 
SH. OD ncdccs 64 56 54 é 


For complete specification and controlled prices, see 
issue of September 6, 1918, page 148. 
Dry Wainscot Oak, per ft. 


super, asinch ....... 4.9 «, o 
fin. do. -.9 Fs .. — 
Dry Manogany—Honduras, 
Tabaseo, African, per 
ft. super, asincn .... 03 0 04 0 
Cuba, Mahogany ....... S 2 sa 0 4 (0 
Teak (Rangoon, Moulmein 
or Jaya), perload.... 70 0 0 .. #5 0 0 
American Whitewood 
planks, per ft. cube .. S. 2 ow 110 0 
Scotch Glue, perib. ..... 0 2 9 <— 
Liqud Glue, pint ...... 03 3 — 
SLATES 


First quality” 
Best Blue Portmadoc 
First quality > 








” ” 

Per 1,000 
TILES. f.o.r.. London. 
Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ gs. d. 
Staffordshire district. .........e0eeee0s » 8 2s 
Ditto hand-made ditto.............. 6 7 6 
Ornamental ditto ....... Kanes pececnede - 610 JO 
Hip and valley tiles (per dozen) .......... 014 JU 


METALS. 
JOISTS, GIRDERS, ANGLES, C.1. COLUMNS, &o 
(Prices controlled by Ministry of Munitions.) 


WROUGHT-IRON TUBES AND FITTINGS— 
(Discount off List for lot of not less than £4 net 
value delivered direct from works. 5 per cent. less 
carriage forward if sent from London stocks.) 
Sizes up to and Sizes 
including 2 in. 22 in. to 6 in. 
Tubes. Fittings. Tubes. Fittings. 
25 STE 


Gas ...cccsccees o° 324 
Water ...... epee Eee 27% .... 25 30 
TE cc neaateinss 10 25 .... 20 274 
Galvanised Gas... 2} 22) .... 7) 25 
Water +73 ‘0 . Net. 223 


- 2 os 
“ae Steam + 173 17h ....47% 20 
L.C.C. COATED SOIL PIPES—London Prices ex works, 
Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angles. stuck angles 


8. d a. d 8. d. 
2in. peryd.in6fts.. 4 2 3 1 3 8 
24 in. 2 a ee. 3 5 7 
3 in. wn 6 10 So 8... 6-9 
3$ in. Pm ; 47 6 6 
4in. ee ie 2-2 & 3 7 3 


KAIN- WATER Pipes, &0. Bends, stock Branches, 
Pipe. angies. stock — 
- 8. d. 


8. d. d. 
2in, per yd.in 6fts. plain 2 9% .. 1 84 .. 2 4 
a es a oe . «tte a 3S 
3 in. “ “ o o.oo. ee 8 8 
8: « ae ee 3 0 .- & 8 
4in. ‘ a -- 410 8 6 5 3 
L.C.C. DRAIN PIPES,—9 ft. lengths. London Prices. 
4in., 8s. 2d. .. Gin. O38. 7d. .. Gin. 11s, Od. 
’ Per ton in Lonaun. 
IRon— £s.d S 64.4, 
Common Bars ...... ‘ 1710 0 18 10 0 
Staffordshire Crown Bars - 
- good marchans qaante 3°83 @ . @ 8 @ 
Staffordshire “‘ Marked 
NBS > soccned tice Be H/S.D 
Mild Steel Bars ........ a o's . Bw s 
Steel Bars, Ferro-Concrete 
quality, basis price .. 1910 0 .. 2010 © 
Hoop Iron, basis price .. 2210 0 .. 2310 0 
” ” alvanised oe 33 0 0 ee = 
Sheet Iron Black— 
Ordinary sizes to 20g... 23 0 0 .. 2810 0 
4 . @6.. 36 6-2 2... 2a? 
Ss 06... 86 D9 @ 


ae | ys 


’ Sheet iron, Galvanised flat, ordinary quality— 


Ordinary sizes, 6 ft. by 
2ft.w3ft.to20g...34 0 0. — | 


Ordinary sizes to 22 g 
ONE BE B.cvccccccceee 06 @ 0.596: 10. 0 
Ordinary sizes to 26g... 36 0 0.,36 10 0 


Nominal 
prices, 


Since our last issue sheet lead prices, etc., have been revised.—Ed.] 


METALS (Continued). 
Per ton in London. 
£ d £a 4. 


- ¢& 
Sheet Iron, Gaivanised, flat, best _ 
- 81 0 


Ordinary sizes to 20g. . ee . 
- »» 22g. and Nominal 
SO Ue .ncceseptanevis 36: 0 O ..f prices. 
.. Ordinary sizes to26¢@... 39 0 6 ., 
Galvanised Corrugated Sheete— 
ee sizes, 6 ft. to eva 
t. Becovesacecese 3 ee 
Ordinary sizes, 22 g. and oy 
i a tivaia wasines 3310 6 = 

Ordinary sizes, 26g..... 3210 6 only, 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 6 ft. 

by 2 ft. to 3 ft. to 20 g. 

and thicker......ccsees 2619 0 .. _ 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 20 g. 

RR fete 26 15 0 ae 
Best Soft Steel Sheets, 26g. 28 10 0 — 
Cut Nails, 3 in. to 6 in. .... 2-3 aa eS. DPD 

(Under 3 in.. usual trade extras.) 
LEAD, &c. 
r Delivered in London. 
LEAD—Sheet, English,4ib. £ 8. 4d. 
CN ccenewsentes 41 0 0 ws _ 
Piped in CONS .ccccccore Ww’ @. ée _- 
44 10 O —_ 


BOE BIO cc ccagccccsdée 
COMBO BO oc cctesnce - 
NoTE—Country delivery, 20a. per ton extra ; lote under 

5 cwt., 1s. 6d. per cwt. extra. 
cwt. extra. 
Old lead, ex London area, | 
at Mills ...... per ton} 
Do., ex country, carriage } 25 
forwatd...... per ton 
CopPpER— 
Strong Sheet ....per Ib. 
Thin in oo 
Copper nails .... 4, 
Copper wire .... 4, 
Tin—English Ingots ,, 
SOLDER—Plumbers’ _,, 
| ae ” 
Blowpipe 


00... 


o 
° 
. 
. 
| 


eoecocescoo 
20 80 = co no te £9 ro 
Neceoeoe vec 
beter) 


GLASS. 


ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN CRATES OF STOOK 
SIZES AND IN SQUARES IN ORDINARY SIZES. 


Per Ft. Per Ft. 
15 oz. fourths 7d. $2 oz.fourths .... 10d, 
— rr 74d. op, AUEES cecces 1ld. 
21 ,, fourths .... 8d. Fluted,Obscured and 
a WI -sccece a Enamelied Sheet, 
26 ,. fourths .... 9d. * 15 oz. alt: 
a9 SEED eccnde 93d oe . 


Extra price according to size and substance tor 


squares cut from stock, 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE IN CRATES OF STOOK 


SIZES. Per Ft. 

+ Rolled plate (unobtainable) .......... A 
f* Rough rolled and rough cast plate......... . Od. 
Rough rolled and rough cast plate....... +» 63d. 


pl 
Figured Kolled, Oxford Rolled, Baltic, Oceanic, 
Arctic, ene, and small and large . 


Flemish white .cccccccccccccccccvece d. 
Ditto, tinted ..rccccccecceces bdectedeee -Ue 
RE enh tehnenessscteoe seceieses. an 
White Rolled Cathedral.......... ecsecces Ge 
Tinted Sia .° wassnesewan esessse Gb 
PAINTS, &c. gs. 4 
w Linseed Oil in pipes...... pergallion 0 8 O 
Re a ae Carrels ee in 08 4 
v4 a » in drums .... ob 08 7 
Boiled ,,° » in barrels.... » 08s 7 
” ” » in drums.... a 090 
Turpentine in barrels .........+ ~ 010 9 
“ in drums ........- ° ee 011 0 
Genuine Ground English White Lead, perton 66 5 0 


(In not less than 5 cwt. casks.) 

GENUINE WHITE LEAD PAINT— 
“ Blackfriars,” ‘‘ Nine Elms,” “ Park,” 
and other best brands (in 14 |b. tins) no’ 


less than 5 cwt. lota..per ton delivered 96 10 0 
Red Lead, Dry (packages extra) .. per top 51 0 0 
Best Linseed Oil Putty ........ per cwt. 1 6 90 
PROOE 6 cvccdccscsvocececsoste per cwt. 1 0 6 
Size. XD Quality.......--+..sees fkn, 0 56 6 

VARNISHES, &. Pf #allou- 
Fine Pale Oak ......-+seeseeeeee coveed i ae oe 
Pale Copal Oak .....-++e0+ sbvieseseedons: Gee a 
Superfine Pale Elastic Oak.....++e+eee+00. 9019 O 
Fine Extra Hard Church Oak ......+..%+.. 018 0 
Superfine Hard-drying Oak, for seate of . 

DOTENES cocccvcsecccccccscccccece iw 2 8, 8 
Superfine Pale Elastic Carriage ........ ie Bue. 
Fine Pale Maple ......-...-eeeeeeeeee soo Oe 
Finest Pale Durable Copal.......+--+++++ “so +e 
Extra Pale French Oil ......+-seeeeee ow 2° 4-9 
Eggshell Flatting*..... isbckedonnestestak 10 0 
White Pale Enamel .....-eeeeeeceecees re Wy 
Extra Pale Paper....... Lapssbyescedtaeos 016 0 
Best Japan Gold Size .......+++++++ comet. Cae 
Best Black Japan .....sseseseceresece a Oe 8 
Oak and Mahogany Stain ..... sevéocees eo 012 O 
Brunswick Black .....+++++++ ceccece Fer Re 
Berlin Black......--+++ 90000 besedeoos cao OS .2 
Knotting .......--- se eeeecceee occas oor 210 0 
French and Brush Polish .....++-+++«. on & 6 © 





* The information given on \this page has been 
specially compiled. for THE BUILDER and is copyright. 

ur aim in this list is to give, as far as possible, the 
average prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 
or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this informatior. 


Cut to sizes, 2s. © 


— ———_ 
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TRADE NEWS. 


How one™development of enterprise affects 
others is illustrated by the invention of Triplex 
glass.i One is apt to forget the range of uses to 
which glass is applied, from the delicate micro- 
scopic lens to the great plate glass shop front, the 
dainty goblet to the glass screen of a motor car ; 
yet an accident to a car wind-screen from, which 
Mr, Reginald Delpech suffered, probably had 
much to do with his determination when 
recovered to secure the rights and process of 
manufacture of this invention by a French 
gentleman, Mr. Benedictus. From that time 
Mr. Delpech started his company and placed 
Triplex on the market it appears to have been a 
overwhelming success and is in’a* sense a 
almost epoch-making invention as the glass is 
unsplinterable. 

It consists of two thicknesses of glass with a- 
layer of xylonite between. Glass and xylonite 
are united by secret cement and hydraulic 
pressures. Simple, but absolutely safe, it is 
a8 transparent as ordinary glass. In the air, in 
an automobile, railway train or public vehicle, 
at sea, at home, in the street, the menace of 
shattered glass is always hanging over one’s 
head. The sharp, jagged, edges and points 
that fly around when ordinary glass is 
smashed constitute the chief cause of casualties 
in almost every accident. As a matter of fact, 
Triplex may be styled an armour, clear as 
crystal, strong as steel, and has often stopped 
bullets and shrapnel which might have caused 
injury or death. That its use will affect 
building insurance seems evident,’ for its uses 
include show-cases, pictures, door panels,’ gas 
racks, port-holes, bridge screens, &c. We must 
expect that under peace conditions it will find a 
great development, though its first outstanding 
value seems to have come first into realisation 
during the war. 

The North and South Insurance Company 
announce that they are prepared to grant the 
following concessions where vehicles are fitted 
with “ Triplex’ Safety Glass :— 

In the case 6! private cars and private hire 
vehicles, a rebate of 10 per cent will be given 
off the premium where the glass only is fitted 
with “ Triplex.” A rebate of 15 per cent. will 
be allowed where all the glass employed is 
‘« Triplex.’ Special terms are a'lowed for 
public hire vehicles, which may be obtained 
on application. 

In regard to burglary and householder’s 
policy, substantial concessions will also be 
granted where the glass employed in flats, 
showcases in museums, and art galleries, &c., is 
* Triplex.” 

During the war period the amount of money 
paid through the Special War-Fund raised by 
the workers, office staff, &c., of Messrs, Fredk. 
Braby and Co.’s Eclipse Works, Glasgow, 
reached a total of £8,862 3s. 6d. The money 
was. contributed weekly. Part was distributed 
amongst the dependents of those on active 
service, and part was used for sending comforts 
to those at the front. About 550 men from 
the Glasgow Works joined the Forces, 75 of 
whom have made the supreme sacrifice. This 
report does not include Messrs. Braby’s London, 
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MIDLAND FEDERATION 
OF BUILDING TRADES 
EMPLOYERS. 


Tue annual meeting of the Midland Federation 
of Building Trades Employers was held in 
Birmingham recently. The President (Mr. 
George Elvins, Birmingham) presided. 

The annual report stated that enormous arrears 
of. building (particularly dwelling-houses for the 
people) had to be met, and although many 
months may elapse before ample provision of 
labour and materials enable contractors to 
carry on their industry with pre-war freedom, 
it was hoped the steps taken by the Ministry of 
Reconstruction would be on the lines advised 
by the National Federation, and that normal 
conditions may be restored and Government 
control. removed at the earliest possible date. 
It was satisfactory to note that the close of the 
year witnessed the withdrawal of the £500 
building restriction and the freeing of important 
building materials. With the increased cost 
of living, wages showed a marked tendency to 
rise during the year. The rates in Birmingham 
which before the war were 11d. for tradesmen 
ahd 8d. for labourers, had now advanced to 
ls. 53d. and Is. 2}d. respectively, plus 12} per 
cent. bonus. One of the most striking features 
of the year’s work was the formation by the 
National Federation, in conjunction with the 
operatives, of an Industria] Council on the lines 
of the Whitley report. Messrs. W. Moffat, 
F. T. Doleman, F. G. Hodges, and F. G. Whittall 
were appointed to represent the Federation on 
the Council, and the reports they had given of 
meétings they had attended encouraged the 
hope that the new organisation would foster 
a better understanding between employers and 
operatives, and would be of considerable 
service to the building industry generally. 

The report was approved. 

Mr. George Elvins was reappointed President, 
Mr. F. G. Hodges (Burton-on-Trent) and Mr. 
R. Friend (Rugby) vice-presidents, Mr. H. 
Willcock (Wolverhampton) treasurer, Mr. W. 
Moffat (Birmingham) and Mr. T. R. Weston 
(Derby) auditors. 


Jd, ETRIDGE, J 


SLATE MERCHANTS 


SLATIING AND TILING 
CONTRACTORS, 


Inspections and Reports made on 


OLD on FAULTY ROOFS 


in any part of the country. 





Telephone}; Avenue 4940 (two lines), or write 


Bethnal Green Slate Works, 





[Fereruary 14, 


TENDERS. 


Communications for insertion under this bh 
should be addressed to “ The Editor,” and 
reach us not later than 12 noon on Wednesday. 

* Denotes accepted. t Denotes provistonall “opted 
t Denotes recommended for accept.ince. a. 





LONDON.—For alterations to shop premises 122° 


New Bond-street, W., for the Long Acre Autocar Co 
Messrs. Sheppard & Harris, architects and Surveyors, 
39, Bloomsbury-square, W.C. :— . 


Messrs. Hampton & Sons £1,830 
Messrs. J. H. Scott & Go. .. 1,410 
Messrs. C. F. Kearley, Ltd. .. 1,379 
Messrs. J. Droey & Co. ee Se 1,197 
*Messrs. Ellingham & Co., Dartford. . 1,145 


* Accepted. 


DUDLEY.—For setting three beds of horizontg 
retorts at the Gas works for the Corporation :— 
*Drakes, Ltd., Halifax .. - . £1,875 


SALFORD.—For supply of 250 tons of lime fg 
the Corporation :—_ 
*Buxton Lime Firm Co. £425 











SALFORD.—For resetting four beds of horizontal 


retorts at Gas works for the Corporation :—- 
*Gibbons, Bros., Dudley £2,500 


WORTHING.—For the supply of 100,000 paving 
bricks for the Corporation :— 
-~*Clapham Common Brick Co. 





— 





War Work Honour. 
Sir James Howard Warrack, whose name 


appears in the List of Honours for War Work, 


is a director of The North British Rubber (Co, 
Ltd., and of the Bank of Scotland. He is also 


an ex-President of the Chamber of Shipping of | 


the United Kingdom. On the outbreak of war 
he was appointed to serve on several Gover- 
ment Advisory Committees of the Board of 
Trade and the Admiralty ; as a member of the 
Admiralty Transport Arbitration Board he has, 
during the past four years, acted as arbitrator in 
many important cases. 





= LANCASHIRE 
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© INSURANGE COMPANY /@ 
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Premiums - - 
Reserve Funds - 


FIRE. 
CONSEQUENTIAL LOSS. 
ACCIDENTS. 


BURGLARY. PLATE GLASS. 
EMPLOYERS’ LIABILITY. 


MARINE. 


45, Dale Street, Liverpool 
ae offices | 55: Leadenhall Street. E.. 





£3,497,074 
£4,078,996 
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